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Look to 
On the ropes with... 

Richard Dyson  Edenbridge 

How long have you been ringing? 

I learnt when I was about 15, although there was 

a big gap before I returned to ringing in 2004. 

 

What attracted you to ringing and who  

encouraged you to start? 

My eldest sister rang at our local church in  

Truro, and I knew some of the band, so was 

interested to take it up. 

 

Who taught you to ring? 

Tower captain at Kenwyn in Truro was Alan 

Carveth, very talented and always encouraging 

ringers to learn new skills, but with a very dry 

sense of humour too. Sadly Alan passed away a 

few years ago. I was also lucky enough to ring 

with Anthony Davidson at Kenwyn and Truro 

Cathedral, another delightful and talented ringer. 

 

How did you come to ring at Edenbridge? 

After moving to Edenbridge from London, I 

must have mentioned to someone that I was a 

lapsed ringer. It didnôt take Brian Jeffrey very 

long to track me down! 

 

What are the main challenges you find as a  

tower captain? 

The main challenge is one I think common to all 

towersðsustaining the bandôs numbers, but also 

balancing individual development. 

Iôm very fortunate to have a good band and lots 

of support from other local towers as well, so we 

have lots of fun. 

Which is your favourite ring of bells? 

Locally, Edenbridge of course! In Cornwall I 

always enjoyed ringing at the Cathedral. 
 

What is your funniest ringing moment? 

Watching Robin Rouse lower. 
 

Any alarming or unusual ringing moments? 

Watching Robin Rouse lower. 

 

Do you have a ringing mentor or mentors? 

I only knew him in his later years but Brian Jef-

freyôs passion for ringing and enthusiasm to 

share his knowledge and skill was very special. 

 

What is your current ringing ambition or 

target method to master? 

For now, probably Stedman triples. And to ring 

a pealðone day. 
 

Do you have any key tips for beginners? 

Talk to other ringers. Sometimes a different 

conversation helps you see what you might be 

struggling to work out. 
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DISTRICT QUARTERLY MEETING 

THE SECOND DISTRICT QUARTERLY 
MEETING OF 2017 was held on Saturday 25th 
March at St Mary, Westerham 

¶ The Chairman thanked the Rev Kevin Bar-
nard, the Organist, Michael Barlow, the PCC of 
St Mary, Westerham and the Westerham ringers, 
led by Margaret Webb for the service, the use of 
the bells and the splendid tea. 

¶ The minutes of the District Quarterly Meeting 
held at Speldhurst on the 7th January were 
signed and accepted. 

¶ Matters arising from the minutes: 

¶ At the Speldhurst Meeting, Catherine Lewis 
had requested that a donation of money raised 
by Brasted Tower be split between the BRF 
and the County Training Fund. Hamilton 
Woods asked that donations arising from any 
activity should be donated either to the Coun-
ty Training Fund or the BRF and not split 
between the two funds. 

¶ Jen Thomas asked if ringers could apply to 
the County Training Fund for reimbursement 
of training expenses. The Chairman suggested 
that reimbursement should be made from 
student fees in the first instance and to contact 
Margaret Funnell (Association Treasurer) 
thereafter. 

¶ THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS WERE 
ELECTED: 

Lena Naske (Cowden), Christina Cusick 
(Westerham), Amber Cusick (Westerham),  
Anna Walters (Westerham), Peter Fevyer 
(Westerham)  

¶ COUNTY AGM at Cranbrook, 17th April: 
Members were reminded of the KCACR AGM 
to be held at Cranbrook, hosted by the Ton-
bridge District, on 17th April 2017. Information 
on the events surrounding the AGM may be 
found on the KCACR website (kcacr.org.uk), in 
the Ringing World and has been circulated to 
members. All members were warmly encour-
aged to support some or all of the dayôs events. 

¶ District events from the last quarter reported in 
the Look to. 

¶ All items will be reported in óLook Toô when 
it becomes available. Paul Burgess is now no 
longer able to continue in the role of óLook Toô 
editor however the role has been taken on by 
Steve Newlands of Cowden. Steveôs email ad-
dress will appear on the website in due course, 
in the meantime copy may be sent to Mike Bul-
lett.  

¶ District Quarterly Meeting 8th July, Penshurst 
(new timings): The timings of the Penshurst 
Quarterly Meeting have been changed. The 
meeting will begin with ringing at 4pm followed 
at 5:30 by tea and meeting followed by ringing 
until 8pm when there will be a short service to 
conclude the Quarterly Meeting.  

¶ The membership was advised that the Quarter-
ly Meeting at Otford in March 2018 is a morning 
meeting. Comments on the revised timings are 
welcomed by the Committee. 

¶ In response to a question from Eric Roughley, 
the 2018 spring Quarterly Meeting will be held 
in March and not on the first Saturday in April 
as Easter Sunday falls on 2nd April 2018. 

¶ KCACR General Committee meeting news 
will be reported in óLook Toô and the construc-
tion of a County mobile ring using bells donated 
by Rev.David Cawley will also be discussed at 
the KCACR AGM  

¶ Membership database: The Chairman ex-
plained to the meeting that the Committee would 
like to compile a membership database consist-
ing of email addresses of all District Members. 
The list would be held by the District Secretary 
and would be used to circulate District and 
County information to all members held in the 
data base. It is currently felt by the Committee 
that information is not reaching all members of 
the District and that a membership database 
would enable better communication with all 
District ringers. Any ringer wishing to circulate 
information to all District ringers would need to 
do this via the Secretary. The list of email ad-
dresses would not be available to District Mem-
bers, and would not be on view to those receiv-
ing emails. Members giving their email address 
on their membership form would be assumed to 
have consented to the District Secretary holding 
their email address in the database unless other-
wise stated. 

¶ ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
The Spring edition of óLook Toô is delayed and 
will be circulated as soon as possible.  

120 CLUB RESULTS (MARCH) 

36 Stan Jenner, Hadlow 

44 Vera Costain, Tunbridge Wells 

79 Karol Leeves, Speldhurst  
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CHAIRMANôS REFLECTIONS 

The last quarter has seen a number of excellent 
events. It started with the County AGM at Cran-
brook on Easter Monday which was organised 
this year by our district. Towers were open on 3 
routes on the way to and from Cranbrook, and 
the service touch of Grandsire Triples was con-
ducted by Dan Jarvis of Hadlow, one of our ex-
cellent band of youth ringers. About 50 sat down 
to a very good lunch which was prepared by 
David Liddiard of Hawkhurst and our most 
grateful thanks are due to him and David and 
Janet Beeken of Cranbrook and their band of 
helpers for  doing all the organising and clearing 
upðthey did a truly splendid job. 

 

Then we had the District striking competition at 
Lamberhurst which was won by Hadlow who 
will go on to represent the District at the County 
competition on 23rd Septemberðgood luck 
Hadlow! There was also the County 8 bell strik-
ing competition on 24th June at which the meth-
od was Yorkshire Surprise Major. This was won 
by Lewisham District with Tonbridge coming a 
very creditable 3rd just behind Maidstoneðwell 
done Tonbridge Ringers. 

vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ - нƴŘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмт 

 
!ǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ άǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜΥ 

¶ wƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ 

¶ tƭŀƛƴ Ƙǳƴǘ κ wƻǇŜǎƛƎƘǘ 

¶ tƭŀƛƴ .ƻō 5ƻǳōƭŜǎ 

¶ DǊŀƴŘǎƛǊŜ 5ƻǳōƭŜǎ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ όDŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ Řŀȅύ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƴōǊƛŘƎŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ ƘǧǇΥκκƪŎŀŎǊΦƻǊƎΦǳƪκƎŜǩƴƎ-ǘƘŜ-Ƴƻǎǘ-ŦǊƻƳ-ȅƻǳǊ-
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ-Řŀȅκ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
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ǊƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǘǊŜōƭŜ ōƻō ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ǎƪƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŜǇΣ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻŘƎŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ ōŜπ
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Events in the next quarter include the joint out-
ing with Lewisham District on 12th August 
which this year will be to London with 5 or 6 
West End and City churchesðlook on the web-
site for the details which are expected to be post-
ed in the next week or so. Do come alongðthere 
will be ringing for all levels of ringers and these 
events are always enjoyable. We use public 
transport and the plan is to travel into Charing 
Cross and back from Cannon Street or London 
Bridge by train using buses or tube or walking 
between the towers. 

Lastly the Annual District Meeting will be held 
on 7th October, first at Sundridge, before mov-
ing on to Brasted for more ringing, a short ser-
vice, tea, the meeting itself, and more ringing. 
Included with this edition, and on the website 
you will find nomination forms for the District 
Officers and Committee. Donôt be shy, do put 
your name forward as new blood is always wel-
come. Have a word with me by email or on 
01892 740020 if you are thinking about this and 
would like to know more on what is involved. 

× Mike Bullett, District Chairman 
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Points from the General Committee Meeting 

held on 22nd April 2017 

õ A couple of figures were incorrect on the 

2016 accounts in the handbook, but these donôt 

affect the totals which are correct. The accounts 

are now with the auditor, Aaron Jacobs. The 

Treasurer is also going to consider whether it is 

worth moving to CAF Bank instead of Natwest. 

 

õ A plan around a recruitment campaign for 

Armistice Day 2017 will start being worked on 

by PR & Training with additional help. 

 

õ  The 2017 Handbook can now be purchased 

via the website, and existing members with their 

own hard copy can access an online version 

using the code printed inside the front cover. 

 

õ Kent Young Ringers continue to be active, 

and all information about the RWNYC has now 

been received. 

 

õ As we currently donôt have a Handbook Edi-

tor, it was decided that we will look to move 

away from automatically printing a copy for 

every member and make most of the information 

available online for members. A printed copy 

will be provided for every tower, and anyone 

wanting a printed copy will be able to place an 

order to be collected at the AGM as normal. The 

Secretary is investigating what the minimum 

print run would be and how much this would 

cost. 

 

õ  The County 8-bell Striking Competition 

2017 will be held on Saturday 24th June, 9.45am 

draw, at Shoreham in the Lewisham District. 

Touch is a plain course of Yorkshire S Major. 

 

õ The County 6-bell Striking Competition 2017 

will be held on Saturday 23rd September, 

9.45am draw, in the Maidstone District. 

 

õ The General Committee meetings for 2017 

will be held on 26th August and 25th November. 

× Doug Davis, General Secretary 

COUNTY GENERAL COMMITTEE TRAINING MATTERS 

Plain Hunt & Ropesight at Otfordð3rd June 

We had a great day at Otford learning and    

improving ropesight and plain hunt under the 

excellent direction of Catherine Lewis. 

Three students; Christine Fox and Matthew 

Heaseman from Maidstone and myself, Lynne 

Proudfoot from Westerham were provided with 

a short but very useful theory session followed 

by two sessions of ringing interspersed with 

the traditional coffee and cake break courtesy of 

Bobbie Fairclough and her able assistants. 

All praise to our magnificent helpers Richard 

Dyson (Edenbridge), Louise Nightingale 

(Cowden), Kath White (Maidstone), Emma 

Tamkin (Speldhurst), Caroline Levy- Cooper 

(Cowden) and the above mentioned Bobbie 

Fairclough for their kind assistance and con-

structive advice. 

Plain Hunt seems simple and logical in theory, 

but doing it in practice is very different for us 

beginners ( I speak for myself here!) However 

with Catherine's expertise I believe we will all 

be able to take what we have learnt and move 

forwards to better ringing. 

× Lynne Proudfoot, Westerham 

 

Rounds & Call Changes at Hever ð 3rd June 

On Saturday the 3rd of June I went to Hever for 

the Training day. First of all we started off with 

a theory session by doing a quiz as well as an-

swering questions. In addition to that we already 

practiced call changes through moving little 

bells made out of paper, which made things 

easier for the ñrealò call changes that were ex-

pecting us.  

Afterwards we started with ringing, where the 

experienced ringers took their time supporting 

every single student individually. All of the 

students had their own turn and received great 

tips to improve skills and technique. Whilst 

waiting for having your turn again, you could 

stand with someone and work out yourself who 

is following whom or ask any questions. We 

started with rounds and worked our way to the 

call changes that got more and more difficult 

after a certain amount of time. At the end we 

students also rang at the same time.  
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The constant feedback from various people was 

very helpful for all of us and made ringing the 

bells much easier, so we felt more comfortable. 

All in all the training session was a lovely expe-

rience. I tried out new bells, met new bellringers 

and improved my skills a little bit. Thank you 

for everyone who was involved in this event. 

× Lena Naske, Cowden 

 

Plain Bob Doubles at Speldhurst ð3rd June 

On 3rd June three student ringers, Cherele Brad-

ley (Penshurst), Jan Verral (Otford) and myself 

were fortunate to be accepted for a morning of 

training on Plain Bob Doubles at St Mary the 

Virgin, Speldhurst. What an amazing opportuni-

ty! 

Our trainer was Anthony Leeves (Speldhurst) 

who had emailed some very useful explanatory 

notes to us beforehand. The morning began with 

a theory session in which Anthony ran through 

his notes and the theory behind Plain Bob Dou-

bles in an extremely clear manner, easily under-

standable by those of us relatively new to the 

arcane world of bell ringing. He made us feel 

proud that we had got to this stage in our learn-

ing and acknowledged the difficulties that we 

adult learners face. 

Six further ringers joined us: Ray Price (Leigh), 

Robin Rouse (Cowden), Nick Chard 

(Sevenoaks), Mike Bullett (Speldhurst), Fraser 

Clift (Kemsing) and Eric Roughley (Speldhurst). 

Then began what one of the helpers described as 

the equivalent of a yearôs practice in one morn-

ing. Cherele, Jan and I took turns to ring second 

bell to Plain Bob Doubles with an expert band; a 

great privilege and unique experience for learn-

ing and consolidating that learning. We were 

able to ring several plain courses each and then 

progress to touches as appropriate.  

Personally I found it particularly valuable to 

move slowly into ringing a touch, taking it step 

by step to reduce panic levels! I am sure that 

Cherele and Jan will join me in thanking Antho-

ny for his sympathetic teaching and feedback 

and all the ringers for giving up their Saturday 

morning and for ringing what must have seemed 

like endless repeats of Bob Doubles for our ben-

efit. It was much appreciated. 

 

Finally, from me, thank you to Tonbridge Dis-

trict Training for allowing an interloper from 

Maidstone to take advantage of a spare place on 

this day. 

× Michele Clement, Wrotham 

 

10 bell training day at Staplehurstð17th 

June 

Thanks to Jen Thomas and the other 10 

ñexpertsò who gathered on Saturday morning to 

help three ñnewbiesò learn a little about 10-bell 

ringing: Emma Tankin, Michael Stuttard and 

myself. 

From rounds, to call changes, to places ï and 

then onwards and upwards to plain courses of 

Grandsire Caters and eventually some touches of 

Grandsire. It never ceases to amaze me how just 

two extra ropes, make it seem so much more 

difficult, but by the end of the 3 hour session the 

three of us were much more confident about 

ringing on 10 bells.  

Thank you to everyone for your tuition, experi-

ence and patience. 

At the coffee break time ï I offered some home-

made ñGungeò ï an old family recipe still writ-

ten in old fashioned lbs and ozs! Several asked 

for the recipe ï so here it is.  

§ Melt 8oz of butter in a large saucepan 
with 6oz of demerera sugar.  

§ When melted, add 6oz of SR flour, 8oz of 
mixed dried fruit and 2oz of oats.  

§ Remove meted butter from heat, stir in 
the dry ingredients, add one beaten egg 

and tip into a 12ò square baking tin.  

§ Bake in oven for 30 minutes, cool, and 
cut into small squares, and job done! 

× Liz Ruch, Speldhurst 

Keep up to date with the  

District & KCACR 

news! 

visit the KCACR 
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AROUND THE DISTRICT 

Kent Young Ringers 

The Kent Young Ringers with Dan Jarvis and 

Jamie Austin from the Tonbridge District en-

tered the 2nd Annual South East England Youth 

Striking Contest on 1st April at Kings Langley. 

Breakfast at the local Toby Carvery was the first 

port of call on a lovely sunny day.  We had a  

great turnout abounding in friendly rivalry this 

year with teams from Sussex (x2), Herts, Essex 

and Guildford providing the competition. There 

was very creditable ringing from all teams with 

Kent being placed 4th overall with 66%. Open 

ringing afterwards included 5 from our county 

ringing in a Bob course of Kent T B Major. 

Very well done to all who took part.  Unfortu-

nately the Jones family from Rochester had to 

spend the rest of the day and night in A&E after 

Ellen broke her wrist after slipping on the grass 

after ringing. Sam Chard from Sevenoaks will 

be joining the squad for the trip to Birmingham 

for the Ringing World National Youth Contest 

on 1st July. We have been fitting practices in 

amongst  GCSE and A level exams.  

× Jen Thomas 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS... 

between now and the next edition of 

Look to 

22nd July Evening Practice Sandhurst, 5:30pm - 8:00pm 

12th August Joint outing with Lewisham District London (see website) 

2nd September District Training Day locations tbc 

23rd September County 6-bell Striking Competition Maidstone District 

Striking Competition Lamberhurst  

6th May 

Judges: Elizabeth Barnes & Terry Barnard from 

Maidstone District. 

According to the calendar, the birdsong, and the 

lovely uncut Lamberhurst churchyard, it was 

spring ï but not according to the overcast sky 

and the north-east wind. At 9.30am the bells 

were being raised and the delicious spread of 

cakes laid out on the table beneath the wonderful 

John Piper window. 

The draw for order of ringing was made and 

shortly afterwards the competition was under-

way. Hadlow won the Method with a resounding 

score of 93%, ñThoroughly enjoyable and a 

pleasure to listen to.ò Speldhurst followed with 

an impressive 84.5%. Sevenoaks won the call 

changes with a respectable 66% ñVery nice ring-

ing, Queens came up very nicely.ò and were 

closely followed by Cheveningôs 60%. 

There was further general ringing whilst judges 

Liz Barnes and Terry Barnard finalised their 

marking.  

Method winnersðHadlow 
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The judges then gave their feedback and the 

trophies presented. Mike Bullett thanked Liz and 

Terry and, to hearty applause, presented them 

each with a bottle of wine. 

Position Tower  % rang 

Call changes 

1st  Sevenoaks 66% 4th 

2nd  Chevening 60% 1st 

3rd  Edenbridge 47% 3rd 
 

Method 

1st  Hadlow 93% 5th 

2nd  Speldhurst 84Ŀ5% 7th 

3rd  Cowden 67% 6th 

4th  Tonbridge 62% 2nd 

× Phil Jones 

Call change winnersðSevenoaks 

I recently rang at Horsell in Surrey whilst stay-
ing in Woking. This is a light ring of six where 
the Sunday morning ringers made me extremely 
welcome. Ringing the treble or the two is far 
from easy as both ropes fall tight against the 
wall, which necessitates turning sideways to 
ring.  I enquired if they have many weddings to 
ring for and how they know when the bride 
comes out of the church.  They told me that in 
order to gauge when to start ringing, someone 
has to lie down on the floor and peer through a 
hole to see into the church. The lucky ringer 
then stands up to take their rope! 

× Angela Clark 

MISCELLANY 


