
Lewisham District Competition Rules – Proposed update 2024  
 

1. Entry criteria 
a. Competition entries are to be invited from bands representing towers within the 

Lewisham District. 
b. All competitors must ring regularly at the tower for which they are ringing. 
c. Towers may enter more than one band, but no ringer may ring more than once. 
d. Entries must be received by the deadline and in the manner announced by the District 

Officers in advance of the Competition.  
e. For the Call Change competition, no band shall have more than three people in it who 

have previously rung a peal. This rule will not apply to the method Striking Competition.  
2. Draw 

a. A representative of each tower shall be available for the draw at the published time.  
b. The draw will be overseen by at least one of the District Officers.  
c. The drawn order for ringing must be adhered to, unless an alteration is agreed by the 

Officers and the representatives of all the other bands.  
3. Practice ringing 

a. Each band will be allowed a short period (usually around 2 minutes) of preliminary 
practice ringing, which will not be judged, before starting their test piece. The exact 
length of time allowed, and the required signal to the judges, will be as announced by 
the District Officers in advance or on the day of the competition.  

4. Test piece 
a. A maximum of 12 whole pulls (24 rows) of rounds, which will not be judged, will be 

allowed before the method starts or the first call change must be made.  
b. Ringing should be carried out with open handstroke leads, otherwise Faults will be 

awarded.  
c. The bells should be called to stand as soon as practical after the end of the test piece.  
d. Failure to stand at the end of the test piece will not be faulted, but will be noted and 

taken into account in the event of a tie. 
e. Bands may not re-start their piece in the event of a “fire-out”.  

5. Judging  
a. The ringing will be judged by competent judge(s), ideally from outside the District. 

Competence shall be as determined by the District Officers.  
b. The judge’s decision(s) on their given results shall be final.   
c. Any dispute or difficulty must be referred to the District Officers before the end of the 

Competition.  
6. Striking Competition Test Piece Specific Rules  

a. Each band shall attempt to ring exactly 240 changes of any recognised Doubles and/or 
Minor method(s). The choice of method(s) is left to the discretion of each band. 

b. The ringing will be judged only on the actual 240 changes, plus any rounds over and 
above the permitted 12 whole pulls at the start.  

7. Call Change Competition Test Piece Specific Rules 
a. Each team must ring call changes only. No method will be permitted. 
b. All changes are to be made at handstroke.  
c. A minimum of twelve call changes must be made during the test piece. 
d. The ringing will be judged on the 120 rows following the first call, plus any rounds over 

and above the permitted 12 whole pulls at the start.  
e. The conductor shall call the changes from memory. No visual aids will be allowed.   

 

 


