
ROUNDS & ABOUT 
Tonbridge District Newsletter No.23 May 2025 

 
Please send news and snippets (ringing related) to angelaclarkbuttons@btinternet.com 
 
 

Training 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ESTHER           Angela Clark 
 
Although Esther Haswell from Hadllow has already rung two quarter peals, on 13th April she 
rang inside to Plain Bob Doubles at Hadlow, conducted by Stan Jenner.  Well done, Esther. 
 
 

Future Events 
 

3rd May   
 

District Practice 10 a.m. to 12 Noon Bletchingley (10 Bells) 

7th June    
 

District Practice 10 a.m. to 12 Noon Horsmonden 

5th July       
 

District Quarterly Meeting Ringing 10 a.m Cranbrook 

2nd August    
 

District Practice 10 a.m. to 12 Noon Hadlow 

6th September 
 

District Practice 10 a.m. to 12 Noon Cowden 

4th October    
 

Annual District Meeting  Ringing 10 a.m. Chevening  

1st November  
 

District Practice 10 a.m. to 12 noon Lamberhurst   TBC 

6th December 
   

Christmas Ringing & 
Social 

Ringing 4.00 p.m.  Penshurst 
Subject to the bells being back 

in place. 

 
 

News 
 
KCACR AGM             Tessa Worthington 
 
The arrangements for the Annual General Meeting 
of Kent Association were master-minded by 
Caroline Stockmann at Sevenoaks and all the 
hard work she put in paid off, it was an excellent 
day. 
 
Towers were open to enable those attending to 
ring both on their way to Sevenoaks and returning:  
Tunbridge Wells, Hadlow, Brasted, Kemsing and 
Westerham.  All were all well attended but, 
inevitably, Tonbridge attracted 24 visitors on the 
way home. 
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The Revd Angus MacLeay took the delightful service with ringers belting out “Unchanging God”, 
then some went to local hostelries and others grouped in the undercroft to eat their sandwiches 
before the meeting where we were accompanied by some well struck handbells. 
 
Neil Jones was not able to relax at all on Easter 
Monday – he looked after the ringing at 
Horsmonden, conduced the service touch 
(Yorkshire), whilst encouraging Adam Moore to 
cope with the 3 which had a broken stay 
acquired earlier. In the afternoon he chaired the 
somewhat long meeting.  In fact, he performed 
so well that despite completing his 3 prescribed 
years in post, he was voted in for a further year 
as Chairman. 
 
Caroline remained cheerful throughout – there 
must have been weeks of planning involved.  
There were printed brochures and service 
sheets, arranging the service, she organised 
refreshments and ran the Sevenoaks ringing in 
the morning. Because The meeting over-ran 
and owing to a broken stay on the 3, there was 
no ringing there after the meeting. 
 
 
LIZ RUCH 
 
 
 
 
It is with great sadness we report that Liz Ruch, ringer at 
Speldhurst, passed away on 22nd March.  Our thoughts are with 
Peter, their children and grandchildren at this sad time.   
 
 
 
 
 
QUARTERLY MEETING AT EDENBRIDGE        Angela Clark 
  
The April 2025 meeting was originally scheduled to take place at Tonbridge, however, because 

the bells were not quite ready to be rung (see details elsewhere) Edenbridge kindly took us in.  

All 21 present appeared to enjoy themselves and Emma Tamkin ensured that all abilities were 

catered for before Chairing the meeting.  

A new member from Seal, Alexander Davies, was elected into membership.   It was agreed that 

10 days’ notice is given, prior to a District Meeting for all future New Members.  This would 

enable the paper work etc to be prepared. 

Preparations for the Kent AGM, to be held at Sevenoaks on Easter Monday were well underway 

and both Caroline Stockmann and Hamilton Woods were thanked for their hard work for the 

event. 

Lovely refreshments, provided by Kathy Staff and Jane Wroe, including home-made cakes, 

were more than welcome. 

 
Niel Jones, Chairman and Joanne Pohl, Secretary 

at the AGM 



PENSHURST BELLS PART 2          Roberta Weatherley 
 
The 27th March dawned bright and clear. The weather was resplendent. The men from Higby’s 
started work bright and early. Those of you who are familiar with Penshurst know that the 
pathway from the church, towards the village, is on an incline. It goes under some historic 
buildings, where there is a step down towards Leicester Square. (Yes, this is the original 
Leicester Square.) Each Bell had been placed on its own pallet on the floor in Penshurst 
Church. A type of manual fork lift was used to move each pallet in turn. A temporary ramp was 
put in place and in no time the treble was moved to sit on the pavement waiting for the lorry to 
arrive.  
 
The smaller bells were moved easily, however as the weight of the bells became heavier it 
became apparent that gravity might be problem. It wasn’t long before people started to appear 
to watch the proceedings, 
especially those living 
and working around 
Leicester Square. 
Needless to say, locals 
were roped in to help, 
and the wooden 
supporting pillars proved 
to be very useful to hang 
onto. However, it was the 
tenor which was a bit of a 
worry; one quick call to 
our Tower Captain Janice 
Byrne solved the 
problem. She arrived 
promptly with one of her 
sons to lend a hand. The 
Tenor was moved safely 
and joined the other bells 
on the pavement.  
 
The lorry duly arrived and the bells were efficiently hoisted on to the back of it, and off they went 
to Somerset. Quite when they will return is as yet unknown. This whole process gave us all the 
opportunity to talk to people about the bells, their history and to explain to them quite how 
difficult bell ringing is. Those who chose to engage with us were amazed at the age of the bells, 
and readily 
understood that this 
was a once in a 
lifetime occurrence. 
We are very much 
looking forward to 
having them back. 
Finding out how the 
bells are going to 
be pushed back up 
the slope, from the 
village to the church 
will be interesting, 
and will be my next 
instalment. 
 



TONBRIDGE             Angela Clark 
 
Hooray, they’re back.  All 8 bells are settled in the tower at Tonbridge and have already been 
rung to a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples. 
 
We are delighted with our refurbished bells, we’ve got new sallies, a new door to the belfry, 
perfect sound control, and the tenor’s rope has moved slightly towards the treble in order to 
minimise the strain on the tower. 
 
Kit from Taylors was assisted in his work by many hours put in by the local heavy mob in the 
form of Gavin Knight and Hamilton Woods, assisted by others in our team, plus Hugo Tracey 
and Steve Newlands.  Special mention must be made of Roger from Lydd who put in around 15 
days to help, driving each day.  Andrew Mills from Taylors came to finish off the job, making 
several “tweaks” to complete things.  Please come and try our bells, Thursday evenings and 10 
am Sunday mornings. 
 
 
120 CLUB DRAW 
 
The 120 Club Draw in April took place at Edenbridge – these were the lucky winners. 
  

1 £20 68 Caroline Stockmann Sevenoaks 

2 £15 123 
Rachel Cargill 
Thompson Sevenoaks 

3 £10 21 Janice Massy Hadlow 

 
 
MORE ABOUT OUR 120 CLUB               Ray Taylor 
  
I am writing to advise you that the Tonbridge District 120 Club has been transferred to Metro 
Bank. The new bank details are shown below and will appear on your share renewal request. 
Please make the necessary changes to your own bank account if you have set up a Standing 
Order to automatically renew your share(s) through the club’s previous Lloyds bank account. 
  
Bank Metro Bank 

Account Name 
KCACR Tonbridge District 120 
Club 

Sort Code 23-05-80 
Account Number 55949239 

 
 

Tail end 
 
JIGSAW EVENING 
 
Keep it in mind! 
 
Saturday 25th October.  3 pm to 5 pm at the Fordcombe Village Hall 
Teams of 4 - £5 per head  
Bring your own drinks and snacks - glasses and plates are provided. Tea and Coffee Available 
 
The Committee are working on it and it is all coming together like a ……… 

……………  I can’t, I can’t 


