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In royal circles one is apparently 
never supposed to apologise or 
explain. However, I would like to 
thank you for bearing with us over a 
technical glitch which meant that 
some of you experienced a delay 
receiving the last newsletter. If you 
don’t receive it, please let us know! 
 
Please can I have all content for the 
next by mid-December, to give 
adequate time before the New Year. 
 
In non-ringing news, I’ve been 
runner-up in a competition once 
again and have had another organ 
piece performed at Blackburn 
Cathedral! It is on their Youtube 
Channel - see the Eucharist, 5th Oct:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6NP
LqeA3Ms&t=4237s  It is the 
voluntary starting at 1:09 
mins:20secs. 
 

Toby 
 

Toby Huitson 
KCACR Canterbury District 
Newsletter Editor 

Cover image: The fifth bell at St 
Dunstan’s Canterbury, cast c.1325, 

with the inscription 
"AVE:MARIA:GRACIA. PLENA: 

DNS:TECÚ" (Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with you).   

Photo: Editor’s own 
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Chairman’s Message 
 
Hello, 
 
There is definitely a more autumnal air now as the weather cools and the nights draw in – which may 
make ringing more feel comfortable during the coming months! District Meetings were held in the last 
quarter at Chilham and Sturry, in between which were our District Outing to northwest Kent and a 
Summer Social and Barbecue at Quex Park – many thanks must go to all who worked to put on those 
events so successfully for us. District Practices were also held at St Stephen’s, Canterbury and 
Sandwich, concentrating on Surprise ringing and rarer Doubles methods respectively – thanks once 
again to our District Ringing Masters, Stuart and Jim, for their teaching and guidance at these events.  
 
Thanks to all who responded to our online survey on District activities. We have taken everyone’s 
opinions and suggestions on board and will use them to inform our thinking as we make plans for the 
year ahead – speaking of which, our Annual District Meeting is of course coming up on Saturday 11th 
October at St Dunstan’s, Canterbury. Do please consider coming along to review what has happened 
in the District during the last year and elect District Officers for the coming year. There are vacancies 
for the positions of District Representative and District Training Officer, so it would be great to hear if 
anyone is interested in taking on those roles, but that of course does not preclude anyone from 
standing for any District Officer position if they think they can do a better job that the current 
incumbent! The nomination form for District Officers can be found in this Newsletter. I must also of 
course take this opportunity to thank Malcolm Barden, who is standing down as District 
Representative after three years. Malcolm has consistently kept us up to date on General Committee 
business and been a very effective go-between for County and District.  
 
I would like to remind everyone of the upcoming District Quarter Peal Fortnight from Saturday 18 th 
October to Sunday 2nd November. We would like to encourage as many “firsts” as possible and many 
quarters being rung across the District, so do please get in touch with the District Ringing Masters for 
any help with organising bands, as they will be coordinating efforts to help find extra ringers, people to 
conduct etc. St Peter-in-Thanet and St Laurence-in-Thanet are organising our District Christmas 
Social this year, which as always promises to be a great event. Magic and Mayhem have been 
promised, so do please enter into the spirit of Christmas with fellow ringers by coming along!  
 
Best regards, 
 

Ben 
 
Benjamin Legg 
KCACR Canterbury District Chairman  
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Secretary’s Message 
 
I hope you are all enjoying the start of autumn! 
 
During the last quarter we have welcomed 4 new members to the Association – it’s great to have you 
on board and we look forward to seeing you at District events soon. Please do encourage new 
members and those we don’t see so often to come along – our meetings and practices are a brilliant 
chance to ring somewhere different, meet other ringers, and pick up new skills.  
 
If you have learners who are ready for membership, just a reminder of the process: once they have 
reached the competency requirements (ringing rounds and ringing down) as validated by a District 
Officer, they are ready to be elected at one of our District meetings. Please let me know at least two 
weeks before the meeting so that I can ensure a certificate is prepared. After election, they should 
then complete the online MemberMojo application form – but not before they have been elected. 
 
Looking ahead, we have a busy programme for the next quarter with our ADM at St Dunstan’s 
Canterbury on 11th October, a Bye Meeting at Ringwould on 8th November, the Christmas Social on 
13th December at St Peter-in-Thanet (organised jointly with the St Laurence’s band), and a Quarterly 
Meeting at Elham on 10th January. District Practice details from our Ringing Masters will be published 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
The ADM is also when we elect District Officers for the coming year. If you are interested in standing 
for a role, or would like to nominate someone, please complete the nomination form and return it 
ahead of the meeting. We have vacancies for District Representative and District Training Officer, so 
please consider whether you or someone in your tower might be able to take these on — new faces 
and fresh ideas are always welcome! 
 
As this will be my first ADM as Secretary, I’d like to thank everyone for their support over the past year 
– it has been a pleasure getting to know more of you and working with towers across the District.  
 
As always, if there’s anything I can help with please do get in touch on 
canterburysecretary@kcacr.org.uk 
 
See you all soon! 
 

Adam 
 
Adam Moore 
KCACR Canterbury District Secretary 
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District Ringing review Jul-Sep 2025 
 
July – Quarterly Meeting: (Chilham) a somewhat subdued turnout for the ringing with numbers 
peaking at 11.  The earlier ringing was on 6 bells with the usual methods of Grandsire, Plain Bob, 
Stedman and St Clements being spiced up by a touch of “variable treble” Grandsire.  When numbers 
picked up when rang touches of Grandsire Triples and Plain Bob Triples.  Only 6 returned for the 
evening ringing and our first attempt at Cambridge was unsuccessful.  But with a switch to the front 6 
we managed to complete a course.  We redeemed ourselves by ringing a touch of Grandsire Doubles, 
then finished with a course of Stedman Doubles. 

(Plain Bob 5 [touch], Grandsire 5 [touches, incl ‘variable treble’], Stedman 5 [touch], St Clements 6, 
Cambridge S 6, Plain Bob 7 [touch], Grandsire 7 [touch] 

 Grandsire 5 [touch], Stedman 5, Cambridge S 6) 

July – Surprise Practice: (St Stephen’s, Canterbury) another quiet evening with 10 attending.  This 
practice was our first to cover both Surprise Minor and Surprise Major.  We kicked off with a touch of 
Cambridge S 6 followed by a course of Norwich S 6.  We rang a course of Cambridge S 8 and then 
tested people by attempting a course of Primrose S 6 – which unfortunately foundered.  After another 
course of Cambridge S 8 to settle nerves we gave the Primrose S 6 a second go and brought it round.  
A half-course of Yorkshire S 8 and a touch of Norwich S 6 completed our evening. 

(Cambridge 6, Norwich 6, Primrose 6, Cambridge 8, Yorkshire 8) 

August – Outing: this is reported separately. 

August – no District Practice took place in August. 

September – Bye Meeting: (Sturry) a busy afternoon of ringing with 17 in the tower at one point.  It 
was good to see some recently elected members attending as well as some who were joining the 
Association at this meeting.  Please do continue to come along.  We started the after noon with a 
couple of sessions of Rounds and Call Changes followed by a 120 of Grandsire 5.  After some more 
Call Changes we had courses of St Clements 6 and Plain Bob 5 followed by a touch of Stedman 5.  A 
touch of 192 Cambridge S 6 was fitted between two more sets of Rounds and Call Changes.  Further 
touches of spliced Plain and Little Bob 6 and Grandsire 5 were rung whereupon everybody 
disappeared before we could arrange a service touch – so we finished a few minutes early.  There was 
an enthusiastic turn out for the evening ringing which ranged from Rounds to London S 6.  

(Rounds+CC, Plain Bob 5, Grandsire 5 [touch], Stedman 5 [touch], spliced Plain B+Little B 6, St 
Clements 6, Cambridge S 6 [touch] 

 Rounds, Rounds+CC, Plain Hunt 5, St Nicholas 5 [touch], Erin 5, Stedman 5 [touch], Plain B 6, 
spliced Plain B+Little B 6 , Norwich S 6, London S 6) 

September – Rarer Doubles Practice: (Sandwich) 9 turned out for this practice, which proved to be a 
good balance – though we were slightly short for the more adventurous method possibilities (probably 
in part due to conflicts with the Association 6-bell competition and a late-season wedding).  The main 
focus was Antelope Doubles and Erin Doubles with some warm-up plain courses followed by 
touches.  Vegetarian Sausage Doubles was added into the mix for a bit of “fun”.  A quick burst of Plain 
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Hunt was included for our local host who was watching proceedings and Tim Attride, having missed a 
trick at our “Doubles Variations” practice a while back, came prepared with a 120 of an unnamed 
method based on Grandsire Doubles with Grandsire, Wallflower, Antelope, and Pink’s callings; this 
was rung and named “Rarer”. 

(PH 5, Antelope 5 [pcs+touches], Erin 5 [pcs+touch], Vegetarian Sausage 5, Rarer 5 [touch])  

Thank you to all those who have supported District Ringing and District Practices this quarter.  Please 
do remember to respond to the notices about the District Practices, letting the District Ringing 
Masters know if you are planning to come.  As always do let us know if there is something you would 
like to ring at meetings – if we have the band we will do our best to accommodate requests.  

 

Stuart Palin / Jim Attwood, Canterbury District Ringing Masters 

email: CanterburyRingingMaster@kcacr.org.uk 

 

 

Joint Practice at Eastry 
 
A few months ago, it seemed to me that Ash, Sandwich, and Great Mongeham towers might benefit of 
having a joint practice. Of course our lot at Ash can’t get enough practice as there are so many new 
ringers. Sandwich, a recently new band are trying to progress with Plain Hunt, while Great Mongeham 
are able to ring Bob Doubles, Stedman, (help needed to ring with calls), they also have early stage, 
Plain Hunt, Rounds and called changes. 
 
Having run this past Jan and Paul, we held our first practice back in March, at Eastry.  Eastry having no 
ringers of their own means that the bells are not rung very often and seemed the ideal place to start a 
joint venture. It is a large tower, can accommodate quite a lot of ringers and the village love to hear 
the bells. It also gives everyone an opportunity to ring on eight bells. 
 
It was a good test session. A selection of ringers from all of the three towers came along, many of the 
ringers meeting  each other for the very first time. The two hours passed quickly. There was lots of 
simple ringing and quite a lot of chatter! 
 
Following this  initial practice, we now meet up on the fourth Saturday of each month at Eastry from 
10am until noon. Ringing varies from Rounds and called changes to Stedman Doubles. There is 
always the chance to practice ringing up and down and with the guidance of Paul and Malcolm. The 
practice is working well, and everyone is getting to know each other. We have been joined by Andy 
Brett for the last couple of sessions and he has been made very welcome.  It’s always lovely to have a 
little bit more help. Photo taken by Andy. 
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Ash Sausage Sizzle and Cream Tea, with cake and Pipes. 
 
August 2nd this year seemed the date that most could attend the Sizzle. A pleasant day weatherwise , 
warm but not too hot. The early morning saw the baking of scones, collecting French sticks, tables,  
chairs and benches assembling in the garden at Slow Cottage, and the BBQ waiting the flame to be 
lit.  3pm arrived along with our first guests, we were about 25 this year in total, there were a few that 
due to holidays and other commitments could not join us. Glasses soon started to be filled, and 
socialising began. 
 
Flame lit, sausages on the grill were soon sizzling under the watchful eye of Mike, our designated chef 
this year. Vegetarian, gluten free flan, cooking away in the oven for our lovely Alanda. Those who have 
visited any function at Slow Cottage soon get to know that you need to help yourself, that means fill 
your own glass and anyone else’s! 
 
Sausages consumed, Mike the designated chef, then serenaded us with his bagpipes! -  didn’t seem 
time for the Handbells. Pudding in the shape of fresh strawberries, scones cream and jam, a delicious 
sponge cake (made by our lovely Alanda), followed by cheese and grapes. 
 
The wine, bubbles and chatter continued to flow until late afternoon. Mark, one of our steeplekeepers 
has recruited a non-ringer to join the Ash maintenance team! There was already a job waiting for him, 
the following Monday, which was completed, without the tower captain having to leave home. 

Welcome to the team, Ray       .  
 
By Marilyn Barden (Ash) 
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In Memoriam – Dr. Donald Niblett  
 
On August 12th many ringers paid their respects to Don Niblett at his memorial service in the 
Cathedral Crypt. A full obituary will hopefully appear soon, but Donald, who was instrumental in 
getting the bells of St Stephen’s Hackington rehung in 1970 (see http://kent.lovesguide.com/ 
tower.php?id=37 ) served as the KCACR Peals Secretary for 20 years (1976-96), Vice-President for 30 
years (1996-2025) and was Chairman (1996-99). He was Captain of the Cathedral Company for 14 
years and was a Senior lecturer in Physics at the University of Kent at Canterbury from its opening in 
1965 to 1993, and indeed lectured well beyond his official retirement around 2002 into the mid-
2000s. A measure of esteem are the twenty-five performances on Bellboard dedicated to his memory, 
the majority of them quarter peals but including a peal at Eastry. This ringing took place not just in and 
around Canterbury but as far afield as Whitchurch (Hampshire), Sheffield Cathedral, and Dewsbury 
Minster (Yorkshire). Donald’s kindly manner, good humour, gentlemanly disposition and intellectual 
grasp of the most complex methods will be sorely missed. 
 

 
These photos are kindly supplied by Paul Barton, taken at Don & Ruth's Golden wedding anniversary on 26th July 2008. 
Paul writes ‘It was a happy day with a mini ring on their lawn with many ringers from the District there to celebrate’. 
 

http://kent.lovesguide.com/%20tower.php?id=37
http://kent.lovesguide.com/%20tower.php?id=37


KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter Oct 2025 

9 

Bellringing Across the Pond 
  

During a recent five-day visit to the beautiful city of Boston, Massachusetts, I 
had the chance to combine family time with a little bellringing adventure. 
Marilyn Barden, Tower Captain at St Nicholas Ash, encouraged me to be brave 
and try ringing at one of the two towers in Boston that still practise. As a 
relatively new ringer—still having more wobbly days than confident ones—I 
thought, why not? My reasoning was simple:  

1. I might never get the chance again, and  2. What’s the worst that could 
happen?  

I reached out to the Tower Captain at 
the historic Old North Church on Salem Street—Boston’s 
oldest surviving church building, famous for the lanterns that 
signalled the British were marching to Lexington and Concord 
in 1775. It’s one of the city’s most visited historic sites. Their 
response? “Come along, you’ll be most welcome”—a phrase 
that warmly echoes through bell towers around the world. 

Bellringers are, without fail, a welcoming bunch.  

Finding the church, however, 
was the first challenge. With 
no mobile data (note to self: 
buy a data bolt-on next time!), 
I had to rely on old-fashioned 
methods—asking for 
directions, following my nose, 
and scanning the skyline for 
the steeple.  

The bells at Old North Church were cast in 1744 and lay mostly silent for 
years, occasionally rung for special occasions. That changed in 1750 

when a 15-year-old Paul Revere and a few friends formed a bellringing guild and began learning the art 
of change ringing. The tower houses eight bells (compared to our ten at St Nicholas), ranging from 620 
to 1,500 pounds.  

The Boston band couldn’t have been more welcoming. They even 
invited me up into the bell chamber—ear defenders firmly in 
place—to watch the bells in action. It was a truly special 
experience and, I believe, a first for a ringer from Ash-next-
Sandwich. A small slice of history made!  If you’ve never been to 
Boston, I highly recommend it—not just for the Old North 
Church, but for the city’s charm, history, and warm hospitality.  

Louise Venny  
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Cake Inspector – Summer ’25 
 
Chilham, 12 July 
 
A very wide selection of sandwiches today with bags of crisps, rolls and delightful cupcakes. Marilyn 
was entranced by the ‘secret filling’ inside a salted caramel cupcake (she’s easily pleased, I know), 
though its true identity remained a mystery. There was certainly plenty to go round! Several of us (the 
Inspector included) were given doggy bags to enjoy later. Thank you to the Chilham ringers for 
welcoming us at very short notice, for the first District meeting there in a good few years.  Vegetarian 
sausage doubles, anyone?! 
 
Sturry, 13 Sep  
 
On a day punctuated by sunshine and sharp showers and 
an early Harvest theme for the service, the ringers enjoyed a 
veritable cornucopia of fare provided by the Sturry band, 
with various sandwiches, quiches, scones, and cakes, 
shortbread fingers, a very good apple cake, and more. 
Some wonderful mini bespoke ice-creams too - possibly a 
first at a meeting!  The star bake(s) for me were the savoury 
muffins made by Tina. Not only did they taste very good, but 
looked fantastic too, with red and green peppers, creamy 
white cheese chunks and black olive pieces. Deliciously 
light and flavoursome, here is the recipe: 
 

Feta Muffins Recipe   The ingredients are measured in 250ml cups.  
 
Method 
1. Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F (160°C/320°F fan). 
2. Sieve 2 cups of plain flour, 1 ½ tsp of baking powder, ½ bicarbonate of soda, and ½ tsp of salt 
into a bowl. 
3. In another bowl, whisk together I large egg, I cup of milk, ¼ of a cup of yogurt, ¼ vegetable oil, 1 
minced clove of garlic. 
4. Pour the whisked mixture into the flour mixture and stir just 8 times. It might still be lumpy.  
5. Mix in 1 cup of crumbled Feta cheese, ½ cup of chopped spring onions or chives (or a mixture), 
¼ cup chopped olives, ¼ cup of chopped roasted red pepper, ¼ cup of chopped sun-dried 
tomatoes, all at once, again with fewer than 8 stirs. 
6. Divide the mixture into 12 muffin cases and bake for about 25 minutes, until they are golden and 
spring back to the touch.        
 
With thanks to Tina Bouldin (Sturry) 
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Editor’s Pick: Ringing in Social Media 
 

This month I’m featuring a ringing-themed postbox topper in Yorkshire. For those that don’t know, 
postbox toppers are hand-crafted by people around the country out of wool and are a type of modern-
day folk art, reflecting the changing seasons, national days, royal occasions, etc, often with a 
humorous or whimsical twist. This one appeared in the Bellringers Facebook feed on 7 th Sep.  It was 
created by Alice Moody and Dawn Johnson, who both ring at St Leonard's, Wortley, Yorks. Alice says: 

‘The post box topper is 
on a post box in 
Wortley, Sheffield, 
opposite St Leonards 
Church. It was created 
by me and another 
ringer. It was done as I 
wanted to do one, and 
thought of it being a 
good way to promote 
bellringing’. 

Impressively, the bell 
mechanism is fully 
functional as well as 
informative, while the 
‘sally mice’ add a 
whimsical touch.  

‘Sally mouse is 
inspired by the bright 
woollen ‘sally’ of a 
bellringing rope…a 
little mascot of joy, 
sally mouse reminds 
everyone that 
bellringing isn’t just 
about rhythm and 
tradition; it’s about 
community, friendship, 
and a touch of playful 
fun’. Delightful! 

 

With all thanks to Alice Moody for the information and for permission to reproduce the photos here.  



KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter Oct 2025 

12 

Thanet Ringing Outing 4th October 2025 
 

After an early start, on a sunny but blustery morning, thirty 
ringers caught the train to St Pancras for the 2025 Thanet 
Bell Ringers and Friends outing to the City of London. Our 
first church was St Dunstan in the West: a nice ring of ten 
bells in a small ringing chamber where we rang rounds 

through to 
Grandsire 
Caters. Some of 
us noticed a peal 
board with its 
obligatory footnotes of the church warden but were 
surprised to see a 'scavenger' also listed (not a church role 
we see today!).  

We walked through the empty streets along Fetter Lane to 
our second church called St Andrew’s, Holborn. A much 
heavier set of bells, which were accessed via a tiny little door 
at the foot of the tower, up a spiral staircase, which in turn 
led up to a very large and slightly noisy ringing chamber. 
Despite a few struggles with these bells, a nice course of 
Grandsire and Stedman Triples were rung. With hungry 
bellies we dispersed in different directions for lunch.  

Once replete, we headed for St Vedast in Foster 
Lane. Here we found another beautiful church 

tucked behind St 
Paul's. A heavy peal 
of six bells: what 
was slightly more 
disconcerting was 
the movement of the 
floor as we rang! On 
the ringing room 
walls, we found 18th 
century graffiti that 
included 'B.Annable 1715' - was it 
the same Annable who composed 
peals at that time? I think it might 
have been! With only six bells it 
meant lots of short courses of 
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methods in order to give everyone a ring. After many sets of rounds and 
plain hunt, a touch of Cambridge was rung, but only by those who 
favoured these heavier bells.  

Our penultimate tower was St James, Garlickhythe, a very nice ring of 8 
bells. These bells were originally pealed in March 2012 for Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II on a barge as it sailed down the River Thames and 
were then hung within this tower and pealed again, both peals were for 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The ringing chamber is somewhat bijou 
(and also has a nice sway when you ring), so we had to take it in turns 
come up and ring. A nice course of Plain Bob Triples, Stedman Triples 
and Reverse Canterbury (with extra covers) were rung.  

The last tower of the day was St Olaves, Hart Street, a 
medieval church that survived the Great Fire of London and is 
where the diarist Samuel Pepys is buried. Ringing up in peal 
has not been our finest all day and there was no exception 
here! It was made up for with some good Grandsire and 
Stedman Triples and a course of Cambridge Major. We all 
then weaved our way back to St Pancras for the journey home. 
Big thanks to Felicity Lewis and Graham Scott, from St Peter-
in-Thanet, for organising such a good day.  

 

Rachel Russell 
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District Survey Responses 
 

Our thanks to those of you who completed the recent survey to find out what ringers think of the District and its 
activities. There were 30 responses, which is a small proportion of our 200+ District members, but covers a 
wide spectrum of ringers. 

Communication about District News and events was held to be very good, with respondents making use of a 
variety of sources of information, although social media was noticeably weak. The majority said they join in 
ringing at the District meetings, although nearly a third of respondents said they did so rarely or never. All felt 
welcome at these events, with no-one answering in the negative. Most felt the standard of ringing was good, 
with a few describing it as very good, or average.  It was generally held that there were opportunities for ringers 
of all abilities to join in and the range of methods was good. 

Stuart Palin looked at the responses from a Ringing Master’s point of view of and noted that attendance at 
meetings is often quite poor at around 50%. District Practices have an even lower attendance, but support is 
viewed positively and they are widely regarded as helpful. Stuart writes ‘There is strong interest in advanced 5/6 
bell, progressing from 5/6 to 7/8 ringing, and calling/conducting. Timing-wise, preferences are fairly evenly split 
between morning and afternoon, though there is positive interest in longer (3hr sessions).’  Some issues were 
raised for the Ringing masters or Committee to think about further.  Surprisingly, around a quarter of 
respondents said they rarely attend practices which match their level – perhaps some of these attend as 
helpers. 

Positive aspects of District activities frequently mentioned included socialising, visiting other towers and 
enjoying tea. Aspects which might be changed elicited a range of responses, some perhaps controversial. 
Some people felt the service could be shortened or omitted from time to time.  Others suggested that the 
formal meeting could be usefully curtailed or expunged to focus more on ringing and socialising. Mornings and 
evenings were held to be less practical times to hold events due to travel or family commitments, two aspects 
which came to the fore in the question about what might put off ringers who don’t attend many events.  The 
question ‘What could be done which would encourage you to attend more District events?’ was answered in 
several cases with ‘Nothing’, with several saying the events are already well -organised. There were some 
suggestions for other activities which could be organised, ranging from learners’ events and striking practice, 
through to bell maintenance and ringing days.  
 
The question about rules for the striking and method competitions produced two distinct types of responses. 
Many felt the rules were fine as they were and didn’t want to dwell on the matter further. Several, though, gave 
extended answers, mostly discussing how to accommodate ringers with very different levels of experience. 
 
The Newsletter was regarded very positively, although some felt that some of the articles were somewhat long 
(I will keep an eye on this in future! – Editor).  For future content, some suggested featuring tower news or 
histories of the bells, although most had no further suggestions to offer. 
 
Thank you once again to those who responded. 
 
Toby Huitson and Stuart Palin 
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Meeting Minutes 
 

The KCACR Canterbury District 
Quarterly Meeting 

Saturday 12th July 2025 at St Mary, Chilham 
 
Ringing began at 2pm under the guidance of ringing master Jim Attwood. The Service at 3.30pm was 
conducted by Rev Susan Martin with Toby Huitson playing the organ. Tea was served in the Church 
afterwards by the Chilham ringers. 

1. Welcome: Ben welcomed everyone to Chilham. 
2. Apologies for absence were received from Isobel Legg, Maureen Cooke, Mike Little, Airlie Fray, 

St Laurence in Thanet Band, St Peter in Thanet Band. 
3. Minutes of previous meetings were taken as read. Proposer: Jim Attwood, seconded by Claire 

Stay. 
4. Matters Arising. There were no matters arising. 
5. Collection. The collection amounted to £32 and was given to the church as customary. 
6. Election of new members : Carol Adlam of Ash-next-Sandwich was proposed by Malcom 

Barden and seconded by Judy Pettman. Carol was elected by the members present and 
welcomed to the association; she then thanked all those involved in her training.  

7. Presentation of Certificates: There were no certificates to present.  
 

8. Forthcoming Events: 
 

District Surprise Major Practice 
Saturday 26th July, 7:30-9pm at St Stephens, Canterbury. All abilities welcome. 

 
District Outing 
Saturday 9th August, organised by Claire Stay. All towers have been confirmed. Part-day 
attendance is fine. Claire mentioned that this event is not just for advanced ringers - all levels 
from rounds upwards are welcome. See Newsletter for full details.  

 
Quex BBQ 
Saturday 30th August. Details TBA. 

 
Bye Meeting 
No meeting in August; next meeting is on 13th Sep at St Nicholas Sturry. Normal arrangements. 

 
Rarer doubles practice 
Saturday 27th September, 10-11:30am at Sandwich. 

 
ADM 
Saturday 11th October at St Dunstan’s, Canterbury. 
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District Quarter Peal Fortnight 
Saturday 18th October – 2nd November. A good chance to ring your first quarter for those who 
have yet to do so. 

 
 

9. Report from County Committee meeting 
 

Malcolm Barden pointed out that the last meeting was in April and the next is scheduled for the 
26th July, and that full minutes from April can be found on the website. The main points he 
summarised were as follows: 

 
• Publicity officer vacancy 
• H&S templates under review 
• Safeguarding rules being finalised 
• Treasurer:  

o more money is going to the young ringers and training, as agreed at the AGM 
o expenses claim criteria are under review 
o Insurance cover is very limited for over-75s. The recommendation is for 

Members over the age of 75 to check on the website for details of the cover 
available to them, and make their own additional arrangements if they feel the 
cover is not adequate for their needs. 

• Specialist legal advice is being sought regarding the proposed new wording of the BRF's 
Objects, following the discussion at the EGM. 

• Volunteers for the Rochester Ringing Day are welcome 
• Forthcoming competitions:  

o 8-bell contest;  
o Essex Trophy on 13 Sep on Isle of Wight;  
o 6-bell competition on 26th Sep (St Dunstan’s are due to enter) 
o Proposal for 12-bell competition on 4 Oct at Portsmouth 

 
10. Members’ achievements 

 
Leanne Jones of Thanington was congratulated for ringing her first quarter peal of Bob Doubles 
inside. 

 
11. 120 Club 

 
The following numbers were drawn: 

 
28 Mick Cairns - 1st Place 
42 Rita Kennet - 2nd Place 
52 Judy Pettman (for the 3rd month in a  row!) - 3rd Place 

 
12. Any other business 



KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter Oct 2025 

17 

 
Claire mentioned the bookstall  
Evening ringing was agreed on with a show of hands 
Ben mentioned the ringing survey. A link will be sent when ready. 
Discovery Day posters – members were invited to take one and display locally. 

 
13. Vote of thanks 

 
Ben Legg led the vote of thanks to Rev. Susan Martin for taking the service and the 
churchwardens for use of the church and bells; to Toby Huitson for both playing the organ and 
acting as Minutes secretary on the Secretary’s behalf; to Richard Austin for his homily read by 
the vicar, and to the Chilham ringers for providing tea. 

 
Members showed their appreciation in the usual way. 

 
Evening ringing on six was then enjoyed, led by Stuart Palin. 

 

 

--------------------------------- 

 

The KCACR Canterbury District  

Bye Meeting 

Saturday 13th September 2025 at St Nicholas Sturry 

 

Ringing took place from 2pm under the guidance of ringing master Jim Attwood. The service was taken 
by Rev David Russell with Nat Graham playing the organ. Tea was served by the St Nicholas ringers.  

 

Ben Legg opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to Sturry. A minute’s silence was held in 
memory of Dr Donald Niblett, a long serving and much loved member of our District. Donald had been 
Tower Captain at St Stephen’s Canterbury and the Cathedral for many year, and also an Association 
Vice President. Ben emphasised how it had always been such a pleasure to ring with Donald and he is 
greatly missed. 

 

1.Apologies for absence were received from Isobel Legg, Maureen Cooke, Claire Stay, St Laurence in 
Thanet band 

 

2. Election of new members. 

The following 3 members were proposed for membership of the association: 
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Gwenno Jones of St Peter in Thanet, proposed by Felicity Lewis and seconded by Simon Lovelock. 

Claire Wood of St Peter in Thanet, proposed by Sarat White and seconded by Felicity Lewis.  

Theo Hughes of Ospringe, proposed by Adam Moore and seconded by James Carter. 

They were elected by the members present and welcomed to the association. 

 

3. Presentation of Certificates. 

Temporary certificates and 2025 handbooks were presented to Gwenno, Claire and Theo.  

 

4. Collection. 

Adam Moore advised that the collection amounted to £15.60, it was agreed to donate this to St 
Nicholas Sturry. It was noted that some members had also donated via the card machine.  

 

5. Questions for District Representative. 

Ben said that he would like to add this agenda item into the agenda for the first District meeting after a 
county committee meeting. Until now saving it until quarterly meetings had meant that information 
was often outdated by the time it was reported. Ben said that he left reports on the tables and invited 
members to ask their questions of our District Representative Malcolm Barden.  

Len Huckstep asked how much interest has there been in the county call change competition, there 
were six teams last year and there are 8 due to ring this year. Jo Horton said it was a good competition 
to enter as the rules are very relaxed. 

 

5. Forthcoming Events. 

The following forthcoming events were noted: 

 

Annual District Meeting – Saturday 11th October 2025 at St Dunstan’s Canterbury. Ringing will be 
from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. 
Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 8 th October to book tea. 

 

District Bye Meeting - Saturday 8th November 2025 at Ringwould . Ringing will be from 2:00pm with 
the service at 3:30pm, followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email 
namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 5th November to book tea. 

 

District Carol Service and Social- Saturday 13th December at St Peter in Thanet. The event is 
known as magic and mayhem and is a joint venture between St Laurence and St Peter in Thanet. The 
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event will be held at St Peters as parking and access to the bells is easier there. Posters are available 
today to take back to towers. £15 per ticket which can be paid in cash or bank transfer to the St 
Laurence account 

 

Jim Attwood spoke regarding upcoming District practices: 

 

District Rarer Doubles Practice – Saturday 27th September at Sandwich. From 10:00-11:30. Jim 
drew members’ attention to the email that had been sent out regarding this, numbers are good but 
they could do with a few more. 

 

District Surprise Practice – Saturday 18th October at St Stephen’s Canterbury, From 7:30-9:00pm. 
We are expanding this to now include Surprise Minor, those interested should let the ringing masters 
know what they would like to ring. 

 

Stuart Palin also spoke of the District Quarter Peal Fortnight, which will take place for a fortnight 
from Saturday 18th October, this is a chance for members to ring their first quarter peal or achieve new 
goals. The majority of this should be organised at a local level but do contact the ringing masters if 
you need support. 

 

Stuart wished the St Dunstan’s band, representing the District, good luck in the County Six Bell 
Method competition on 27th September, he also wished himself and the rest of the Cathedral band 
good luck in the South East 12 bell contest in Portsmouth on 4 th October. 

 

6. 120 Club Draw 

Peter Freeman led the September draw in Maureen Cooke’s absence, results as follows:  

15 – Gill Robinson- 1st Place 

4 – Andy Brett- 2nd Place 

47- Ian White - 3rd Place 

 

7. Any Other Business. 

Stuart congratulated Nancy Brand of Ospringe on ringing her first quarter peal recently, the 2 to Plain 
Bob Doubles for VJ Day. 
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Malcolm Barden stated that due to time constraints he was not seeking re-election as District 
Representative at the ADM, he encouraged members to consider the role and let Ben know if they 
were interested. Stuart asked who was interested in evening ringing; a sufficient amount of ringers 
were to make it viable. 

 

9. Vote of Thanks. 

Stuart gave the vote of thanks to Jo Horton and the St Nicholas ringers for all the tea and other 
arrangements today. Gavin and church warden for use of the church and bells. 

Rev David Russell for leading the service and to Nat Graham for playing the organ. 

Members showed their appreciation in the usual way. 

 

Members were invited to join the evening ringing. 

 

 

Signed ………………………….............                      Date …………………..........  
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Proposed KCACR Canterbury District Striking 

Competition Rule Changes 
 

The District Committee proposes these two changes to the District Striking Competition rules (method ringing 
competition). Both rule change proposals bring the District Competition rules into line with the rules of the 
Association 6-bell Method Competition, which the District Competition acts as a qualifying competition for. 
 

Proposal A 
 
Change Rule 12 to match the Association 6-bell Method Competition rules, thus avoiding bands being 
disqualified for failing to complete test pieces. 
 
Current wording: 
“Any band failing to complete the test piece shall be disqualified.” 

Proposed wording: 
“If the test piece fires out, the band may decide to withdraw, but they may if they wish start again. In that event, 
the faults incurred in the first attempt will be added to any which occur in the second attempt.”  
 

Proposal B 
 
Amend Rule 4 by removing the words “Sunday service”, thus matching the rule as worded in the Association 6 -
bell Method Competition rules. 
 
Current wording:  
“All members taking part shall be members of the Kent County Association of Change Ringers and 
regular Sunday service ringers at the tower they represent.” 

Proposed amended wording: 
“All members taking part shall be members of the Kent County Association of Change Ringers and 
regular ringers at the tower they represent.” 
 
The full current rules of the District Striking Competition are available on request from the Secretary.   
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Nomination Form for KCACR Canterbury District Officers to 

be elected at the 2025 Annual District Meeting 
 
All those standing for a District Officer position must be proposed and seconded by KCACR members 
who ring regularly at a tower in the Canterbury District. Completed nomination forms, signed by the 
nominee, proposer and seconder, must be given to the District Secretary either before or during the 
Annual District Meeting. Advance notice of nominations to the District Secretary via email or 
telephone before the date of the Annual District Meeting would be appreciated. In the event that 
elections are contested by two or more nominees, proposers should be prepared to explain briefly at 
the Annual District Meeting why they believe that their nominee should be elected.  
 
The District Officers customarily elected to serve on the District Committee at the Annual District 
Meeting each year are listed below. For a detailed Role Description for any of these posts, please 
contact the District Secretary. 
 

District Chairman 
District Secretary 
District Assistant Secretary 
District Ringing Master (x2) 
District Training Officer 
District Treasurer 
District Youth Coordinator 
District Representative 
District Newsletter Editor 
District 120 Club Administrator 
District Committee Extra Member (x3) 
 

Role              

 Name Signature 
 
Nominee 

 
       

 
       

Proposer               

Seconder               
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Peals and Quarter Peals 
 

Peals and quarter peals rung in the District from 1st July to 30th September 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   



KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter Oct 2025 

25 

Quarter Peals (continued) 
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Canterbury District Officers 
 
The Officers of the Canterbury District currently stand as follows: 
 

Chairman Benjamin Legg 07818434350 canterburychairman@kcacr.org.uk  

Secretary Adam Moore 07961812361 canterburysecretary@kcacr.org.uk  

Assistant Secretary Isobel Legg 01227 264203 isobellegg@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Cathryn Hills 01795 533809 (No calls after 8:00pm please) 
   

Ringing Masters 
Stuart Palin 01795 531418 

canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk  

Jim Attwood 07736694285 
District Representative    
Youth Coordinator Benjamin Legg 07818434350 canterburyyouth@kcacr.org.uk 
Newsletter Editor Toby Huitson               - canterburynewsletter@kcacr.org.uk  

120 Club Administrator Maureen Cooke  07745126853 canterbury120club@kcacr.org.uk  

Committee Members 
Claire Stay 07879276002 claire.stay@mac.com 

Felicity Lewis 07815990976 fliclewis@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

Make sure to check out our District Facebook group page at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/canterburydistrict 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please see the Minutes for details of the winners. 
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District Ringing – Looking Forward Oct-Dec 2025 
 
A short outline of upcoming District Practices.  We are currently planning practices out to April 2026 ; 
many thanks to those towers that have confirmed that we can use their facilities well in advance.  We 
are also going to test out running the practices (other than the Surprise Practices) in a 14:00 -15:30 
time-slot.  Having the practices in the morning was clashing with some regular training sessions being 
run around the District.  We would be keen to hear feedback about using this time. 

And, as always, we would really like to hear from members about what sort of practices would 
help them in developing their ringing or allow them to brush up on underused skills. 

18-Oct-2025  (19:30-21:00) – A District Surprise Practice, covering both Surprise Minor and Surprise 
Major, will be held at St Stephen’s, Canterbury.  For those looking to start their Surprise ringing, or 
move from Minor to Major, Cambridge is the usual starting point and the District Ringing Masters can 
provide guidance if needed.  We also rang Norwich and Primrose Surprise Minor at the July practice, 
further possibilities include Ipswich, Beverley, Surfleet and London.  For Major we have regularly rung 
Cambridge, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Superlative and sometimes we have had a band for Bristol.  
Rutland has been a method of interest. 

This practice is highly dependent on the abilities of those attending and what they want to invest their 
time in learning.  Letting the District Ringing Masters know if you are planning to come to these 
practices greatly helps with preparations. 

15-Nov-2025  (14:00-15:30) – We are holding a 10-bell Practice at Ash.  This will focus on Grandsire 
Caters (touches), Erin Caters, Stedman Caters, and Little Bob Royal.  We should also be able to ring 
some Plain and Little Bob Royal. 

There is no District Practice in December. 

18-Jan-2026  (19:30-21:00) – will be our next District Surprise Practice which will be held at 
Sheldwich.  This, again, is covering both Surprise Minor and Surprise Major.  

21-Feb-2026 (14:00-15:30) – will be a Plain Minor Practice held at Thanington (to be confirmed).  This 
will provide opportunities for those moving from Plain Bob Doubles to Plain Bob Minor and for those 
expanding their Minor repertoire beyond Plain Bob into methods such as Little Bob, St Clements, and 
Double Oxford.  There are many other possibilities so do let us know if there is a particular method 
you are interested in. 

21-Mar-2026 (14:00-15:30) – We are holding a Treble Bob Minor practice at Sturry.  This will focus on 
those who are confident with touches of basic minor methods (such as Plain Bob Minor) and want to 
ring basic Treble Bob Minor methods such as Kent Treble Bob.  It should also provide opportunities for 
those looking to expand beyond Kent to Oxford, or to combine them into spliced.  

18-Apr-2026 (19:30-21:00) – this will be a Surprise Practice at Dover following a similar pattern to the 
early ones.  If a pattern of what people are looking to ring has developed we will aim to build on that.  

We are always pleased to hear of suggestions and feedback from members, it helps to ensure that we 
are putting on events that are genuinely of interest and benefit for improving skills and increasing 
experience. 
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Stuart Palin / Jim Attwood, Canterbury District Ringing Masters 

email: CanterburyRingingMaster@kcacr.org.uk 

 

Forthcoming District Practices 

Date Tower Focus 

18th October 2025 

19:30 – 21:00 

St Stephen’s, Canterbury (8) Surprise Minor/Major 

15th November 2025 

14:00 – 15:30 

Ash (10) 10 Bell Practice 

December 2025 No District Practice 

17th January 2026 

19:30 – 21:00 

Sheldwich (8) Surprise Minor/Major 

21st February 2025 

14:00 – 15:30 

Thanington (6) 

(to be confirmed) 

Plain Minor 

21st March 2026 

14:00 – 15:30 

Sturry (6) Treble Bob Minor 

18th April 2026 

19:30 – 21:00 

Dover (8) Surprise Minor/Major 

 

 

Stuart Palin / Jim Attwood 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Annual District Meeting 
Saturday 11th October at St Dunstan’s, Canterbury. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, 
followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 8th 
October to book tea. A Nomination Form for District Officers is included in this Newsletter.  
 

District Surprise Practice 
Saturday 18th October at St Stephen’s, Canterbury, from 7:30 to 9:00pm. This practice will focus on both 
Surprise Major and Surprise Minor ringing. If you are planning to attend, please let the Ringing Masters know what 
you can ring or are learning (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is 
requested. 
 

District Quarter Peal Fortnight 
Saturday 18th October to Sunday 2nd November. All District ringers are encouraged to organise and participate in 
quarter peals during this period. Any “firsts” – first quarter, first as conductor, first in method, first on a certain 
number of bells etc. are particularly encouraged. Contact the Ringing Masters (email: 
canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk) for any organisational assistance. Please link all performances to the 
Kent County Association – Canterbury District Quarter Peal Fortnight event on BellBoard 
(https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/event.php?id=21837) for publication together in the Ringing World. 
 

District Bye Meeting 
Saturday 8th November at Ringwould. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by tea, 
meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 5th October to 
book tea. 
 

District 10-bell Practice 
Saturday 15th November at Ash, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing Masters 
(email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested. 
 

KCACR Evensong 
Sunday 16th November at Canterbury Cathedral. The Evensong service will commence at 5:30pm, further details 
to follow. 
 

District Christmas Social 
Saturday 13th December 2025 at St Peter-in-Thanet. Ringing from 2:00pm, Carol Service at 3:30pm, followed by 
Magic and Mayhem at St Peter’s Church Hall. Tickets £15 per person, please bring your own glasses and drinks, 
along with cash for raffle and games. RSVP to slitbells@outlook.com 

 
District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 10th January at Elham. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by tea, meeting 
and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 7th January to book tea. 
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mailto:slitbells@outlook.com
mailto:namesfortea@gmail.com

