
ROUNDS & ABOUT 
Tonbridge District Newsletter No.25       July 2025 

 
Please send news and snippets (ringing related) to angelaclarkbuttons@btinternet.com 
 
 

Training 
 
DISTRICT TRAINING AT TONBRIDGE           KATIE MALPASS  
 
Saturday 21 June 2025             Plain Bob Doubles and beyond  
 
Dmitry Zhuravlev, Esther Haswell and I presented ourselves at Tonbridge on a boiling hot day 
for a Bob Doubles session on the splendid, newly refurbished Tonbridge bells.  We were very 
pleased to see a fan in the ringing chamber, as the temperature outside was about 30 degrees. 
David James started the session by giving us some useful handouts on Plain Bob Doubles and 
what happens when a bob is called, explaining the terms used and giving us the opportunity to 
ask questions.  
 
Then we set to work, helped by Ham Woods, Jacqui Fletcher, Nick Byrne, Tessa and Mike 
Worthington, Zena Seal and Emma Tamkin.  I was tackling the basics of what to do when a bob 
is called, Dmitry was ringing very competent touches and Esther was taking on Plain Bob Minor 
with great success, all fortified by David’s ginger cookies (worth the price of admission alone).  
We all really enjoyed the session and felt that we had made progress.  
 
We were sent on our way with a party bag of a Plain Bob Doubles Crossword! Many thanks to 
David and all the helpers and to Ham, for arranging these very valuable sessions each month.  
 
 
DISTRICT PRACTICE AT HORSMONDEN     HAMILTON WOODS 
 
District practice at Horsmonden on Saturday 7th June attracted 26 ringers from the District along 
with visitors from Frittenden, Staplehurst, Maidstone and Devon. 
 
All levels of competency catered for and the chance was given for those able to have a crack at 
the method to be rung at the county 8-bell striking competition to be held on 21 June.  Most of 
us did methods considerably less ethereal. 
 
See the action …. 
 

https://qr.live/1L9zOsa 

 

https://qr.live/1L9zOsb 
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BEGINNERS AND IMPROVERS!! 
 
Saturday morning training sessions are arranged each month on the third Saturday for ringers 
in Tonbridge District. 
 
Following a request to Hamilton Woods 01732 463240/07442 128746 hamwoods@kent2.co.uk 
arrangements will be made for a training session in whatever you need to practice:  Plain Hunt, 
Bob Doubles, Grandsire, Call Changes or ringing up and down and onwards. 
 
A tower will be booked, kindly ringers will be engaged, and by the time 12 noon comes round, 
you will be a lot better at ringing your chosen piece. 
 
Contact Ham to achieve results!!! 
 
 

News 
 
MESSAGE FROM TONBRIDGE TOWER 
 
Weekly practices at Tonbridge will be moving to FRIDAY evenings with effect from Friday 4th 
July 2025 at 8.00 – 9.15 pm.  All Welcome 
 
Sunday service ringing time remain at 10.00 am to 10.45 am. 
 
 
FIRST QUARTER PEAL INSIDE 
 
Our congratulations to Steve Sullivan – first inside for Plain Bob Doubles at Nettlestead on 31st 
May: 
 
Jacqueline M Barlow, Steve Sullivan, Emma Jarvis, Philip Jarvis (C), Barry W Evans, Steve 
Newlands 
 
 
EDENBRIDGE RINGER TIP OFF BRINGS HISTORIC RINGER’S FOB BACK TO SEDGLEY 
 
The story began when Tim Crook, a ringer from St Peter’s and St Paul’s in Edenbridge, Kent, 
spotted a historic ringing fob coming up for auction on the Saleroom site. He promptly informed 
Mary Zielonka, a fellow ringer from Sedgley, about the item, believing it would be of interest to 
her tower. 
 
Mary, eager to acquire the fob, registered to bid but faced verification delays. Despite her 
efforts, the fob was sold to another bidder for £80. Undeterred, Mary contacted the auctioneer to 
see if the buyer might be interested in selling the fob. 
 
To her delight, the buyer, upon learning about the fob's significance and Mary's connection to 
Sedgley, decided to return the fob free of charge. The buyer even polished the fob before 
sending it back, ensuring it looked its best. 
 
Mary expressed her gratitude to Tim for his initial tip-off and plans to share this touching story in 
her church magazine and the Archdeaconry Newsletter. This act of kindness has not only 
brought a piece of history back to Sedgley but also highlighted the strong sense of community 
and shared heritage among ringers. 
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HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF RINGING          RITA SKEETER 

     (With apologies to J.K. Rowling) 
 
Who knew that a quiet Kentish village harboured such a secret? In a sensational scoop, I can 
reveal that the Speldhurst Band are not all they seem.   
 
It all began at a recent Band practice night, when they had a series of unexpected visitors. First 
to arrive was Graham from Crawley, who had been passing the church when he encountered a 
departing ringer, who assured him that he was welcome to go up and watch. He duly ascended 
and sat raptly through a Touch of Stedman before departing, professing himself delighted with 
the whole experience.  
 
N\ext to appear were a couple of friends, a man from Ireland by way of New Zealand and a 
woman from Hertfordshire, who had been in the George & Dragon where they met Graham, 
who passed on the happy news about the free floor show in the tower. They sat, wide-eyed with 
wonder at the sound and spectacle, asking many questions and taking a video.  
 
It was then that the man made the fateful declaration; “This is just like something out of Harry 
Potter!” “What? Never heard of it” barked Professor Eric Dumbledore. “Such fun!” trilled 
Professor Emma McGonagall. “Wingardium leviosa!” shouted one of the ringers, causing all the 
bell ropes to fly up into the air. [That’s enough magic. Ed.] 
 
After the astonishing magical performance came to an end, Madam Zena Pomfrey cast an 
Obliviate charm down the stair after the departing muggles, I mean visitors. There was a distant 
crash as one of them knocked over the pile of broomsticks at the bottom. As the rest of the 
ringers thankfully downed their bell ropes and picked up their wands again, Professor Leeves 
was heard to mutter about adjusting the shutters, to prevent the magical aura from escaping the 
tower and luring more unsuspecting muggles. 
 
So, look around carefully. Who knows, there may be other magical ringers hiding in Plain sight!  
 
 
 
 



PENSHURST BELL CAPTION COMPETITION            RESULTS 
 

 
Does my bum look big in this? 
 
Where’s the light switch? 
 
I told you the sally was too short 
 
Local man wins best hat at Ascot races 
 
Bell bottom jeans? 
 
I’m sure I left it in here somewhere 
 
Following an upsurge in new variant Covid 
cases, trials are underway for a more 
durable and effective face mask. 
 
“Trump tests a prototype for his Golden 
Dome.” 
 
Doctor, doctor, I keep getting a terrible 
ringing in my ears 
 

 
 
LUCKY WINNERS IN THE 120 CLUB FOR JUNE 
  

1 £20 125 Carolyne Sullivan Shipbourne 

2 £15 81 Sarah Pullen Leigh 

3 £10 61 Mahala Turnbull Hever 

 
 

Letter from America        (with apologies to Alistair Cooke) 
 
A RING OF 8 BELLS - ORTHODOX STYLE            NICK FULFORD 
 
One of the unique features of the UK is its rich historical and cultural heritage of a sort that is 
typically absent in the Americas.  On the other hand, Alaska and arctic Canada are the home of 
a number of native peoples  
 
whose centuries old culture continues to be strong and where a resurgence in language and 
cultural traditions is ongoing.  On a recent trip to Southeast Alaska (the narrow strip of coastline 
that runs down into Canada) we came across a unique example of the melding of western and 
native cultures, in the history of the Russian Orthodox Church in the region. 
 
From 1732, Russian fur traders started to settle, first in the Aleutian Islands, then further south 
almost down towards modern day Canada.  At the heyday of this trade, the Russian American 
Company created a series of settlements, and one of the most important of these was Sitka, 
which became the capital of Russian Alaska. 
 



While the catholic church in its attempts to colonize tried to stamp out local tradition and 
languages, a far sighted Russian Orthodox priest, Bishop innocent (later Saint Innocent) 
travelled the region and devoted himself to the native peoples, learned many of the native 
languages, and even translated the scriptures.  As a result of these endeavors, the Russian 
Orthodox Church today has over 50,000 members in Alaska, many from native tribes. 
 
Among Saint Innocent’s achievements was the building of St Michael 
the Archangel Cathedral in Sitka, completed in 1848, the first 
Cathedral built in the New World.  Though the original building burned 
down in a major fire in 1966, a replica was built in its place, including a 
replacement ring of 8 bells, using some of the original bell metal.  They 
are rung from up in the tower, with a rope attached to each clapper in a 
style known as zvon (Звон – chime), with ringers called zvonars.  
While we think of change ringing as somewhat unique, Russian 
Orthodox ringing has its own style characterized by complex, 
polyrhythmic patterns, creating layered rhythmic sounds.  Like change 
ringing, it’s a skill and one that it takes many years to learn. 
 
Introducing ourselves as English style bellringers, we received a warm welcome from the wife of 
the priest, who took us up into the tower to 
show how she calls people to worship for 
the Vespers service, which we were able to 
attend as well.  She herself is a learner 
zvonar, but already sounded very 
competent. 
 
Our visit to St Michaels Cathedral and 
Bishop Innocents preserved historic home 
were truly memorable, especially with the 
opportunity to become zvonars for a few 
precious moments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click on https://qr.live/1L9zOrI or use the QR code to see the Sitka bells in 
action. 
 

https://qr.live/1L9zOrI


Forthcoming Events 
 

 
FUTURE EVENTS – TONBRIDGE DISTRICT 

 

 
5th July      DISTRICT QUARTERLY MEETING   CRANBROOK Ringing 10 a.m. 

 
2nd August   10 a.m. to 12 Noon – Hadlow 

 
6th September   10 a.m. to 12 Noon – Cowden 

 
4th October   ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING     Chevening     Ringing 10 a.m. 

 
25th October  JIGSAW EVENT  3 pm Fordcombe Village Hall 

 
1st November   10 a.m. to 12 noon – Lamberhurst    

 
6th December  CHRISTMAS RINGING & SOCIAL   Penshurst   Ringing 4.00 p.m. 
                                                               Subject to the bells being back in place. 

 
 
THE JIGSAW EVENT 
 
Are you coming along to enjoy an evening of fun and the opportunity to meet District members 
and friends in October. 
 

 
WHERE AND WHEN? 
 

 
FORDCOMBE VILLAGE HALL   
25th OCTOBER 3-6 pm 

 
WHO IS INVITED? 
 

 
TEAMS OF 4 

 
HOW DOES IT WORK? 
 

 
AT THE SOUND OF A GUN OFF YOU GO --- 
FIRST TO FINISH RECEIVES A 
SPECTACULAR PRIZE 

 
HOW MUCH? 
 

 
£5 PER PERSON -- TICKETS AVAILABLE 
SOON 

 
REFRESHMENTS 

 
BYO DRINKS & SNACKS 
TEA & COFFEE AVAILABLE 

 
 

Tail end 
 
Advertisement in The Bell News and Ringers’ Record Saturday November 25, 1905 
 
“GOOD NEWS FOR RINGERS. – John W. Steddy, a brother-ringer, well known, whose address 
is High Street, Edenbridge, Kent, can supply every kind of wearing apparel on the cheapest 
terms.  My establishment is not a slop shop, or a tally-shop.  The most durable of material, and 
the best of style.  Read my larger advertisement, and then write to me immediately.” 


