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Please send news and snippets (ringing related) to angelaclarkbuttons@btinternet.com 
 

Notice 
 
ARE WE CASTING PEARLS BEFORE SWINE?        HAMILTON WOODS  
 
It seems that some are not seeing the offerings in Rounds and About in their full glory and the 
superhuman efforts of the team assembling the newsletter are being wasted.  
 
It’s the videos you may be missing.  Links to video clips are given as well as a QR code.  Let me 
explain how to use these links so the videos can be seen.  
 
An article may indicate there is a video and show a “link”, like https://qr.live/1L9zOsa for example (this 

one was taken at the Horsmonden practice).  If you get Rounds and About on a desk-top or lap-
top then put your cursor pointer on it and left click (or maybe Ctrl + click).  The video will burst into 
life with all its glory.  
 
Same idea if you receive Rounds and About on your phone – poke the link and it should burst into 
life.  
 
However, if you have a paper copy of Rounds and About then you need a 
phone to see the video.  Open the phone as if to take a photo (don’t take a 
photo), hold the phone to the QR code which looks like this thing on the right,  
keeping the phone steady.  A bar with a link (something like: <image001.png>) 

will appear on the screen.  Touch that with your finger and the video will show.  
 
Magic. 
 
If you have any problems our District Secretary is always there to give advice! 
 
 

Training 
 
THIRD SATURDAY TRAINING DAY 19 JULY         HAMILTON WOODS 
 
The Third Saturday Training Day for July was at Speldhurst with Anthony Leeves in charge with 
helpers David Lyddiatt, Jacqui Fletcher, Zena Seal, Ham Woods, Emma Tamkin and Eric Roughly. 
 
The students, Carolyne and Steve Sullivan and Dmitry Zhuravlev were put through their paces to 
consolidate the Grandsire Doubles they had been learning.  Good progress was made all round 
and the students thanked the helpers and Anthony for their time and effort.   
 
To see a clip of the Training Day click on  https://bit.ly/45jR0fP or use the 

QR Code  
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:angelaclarkbuttons@btinternet.com
https://qr.live/1L9zOsa
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NEXT THIRD SATURDAY TRAINING DAY – 16 AUGUST       HAMILTON WOODS 
 
The next Third Saturday Training Day is on 16 August.  Are you on the Learners list?   Do you 
want a bit more practice or tuition on some method or aspect of ringing?  Then send your request 
to hamwoods@kent2.co.uk and get put on the list.  Can’t say we will be able to cater for you every 
time – it depends on the number of helpers available but get yourself on the list.  
 
We have a dedicated number of helpers to bring learners along but if you could be a helper and 
are not on the helpers list, please join us.  There is no obligation if on the list.  Just help when you 
can.  
 
I’m waiting for your e-mails both from learners and helpers and look forward to augmenting both 
lists. 
 
 

News 
 
KENT 8-BELL STRIKING COMPETITION       LAURA BYRNE 
 
For the first time in many years all six districts put forward a team for the Kent 8 bell striking 
competition.  Despite many members of the Tonbridge ringing community having other 
commitments such as a family holiday or washing their hair, Janice Byrne managed to gather up a 
band of 8 ringers, most of whom claimed to know how to ring double Norwich, and the others 
promising to have a look at the line before the competition.  
 
After the first practice, which went surprisingly well, it came to the band’s attention that two of the 
team were not official KCACR members despite being regular district ringers.  This was hastily 
attended to!  Our practices were dogged by illnesses, holidays and the Conservative party AGM.  
A thank you goes out to everyone who filled in for absentees especially Pam Thomas who 
probably had the highest attendance rating despite not being available for the actual competition.  
The first practice with the full team was just two days before the competition.  
 
The odds were not in our favour.  The blazing sun rose on the 21st of June as ringers assembled 
outside the church of St Peter and St Pauls in Bromley for what was being dubbed June’s biggest 
and most important striking competition.  At 10am sharp (10:15am) we gathered in the church for 
some welcoming words from Neil Jones and the Draw performed by the Vicar.  Tonbridge was 
selected to ring third.  After listening intently to the first two teams, Canterbury and Rochester, we 
nervously made our way up to the ringing chamber, all secretly hoping that we wouldn’t be the one 
to fire it out.  Richard Barclay, our glorious Leader, gave us some 
encouragement and words of wisdom and we started our set piece.  
Much to everyone’s surprise we made it to the end with hardly a trip 
which meant we could enjoy a celebratory slice of carrot cake and 
glass of lemonade in the sun.  
 
The winners were later announced by the judges.  Lewisham placed 
first with 98%, then came Ashford 97%, Tonbridge 96%, Rochester 
94%, Maidstone 91% and Canterbury 89%.  We were very pleased 
with the result considering the very high quality of ringing from all 
teams.  A huge thank you goes out to Tom Hinks and Neil Jones for 
organising a very enjoyable day, the judges Stuart Aiken and Clare 
Le Marie and the rest of the Tonbridge band.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tonbridge band: 1- Emma Jarvis, 2- Fran James, 3- Jane Kostelnyk, 4- Laura Byrne, 5- 
Janice Byrne, 6- Howard Rogers, 7-Phil Jarvis, 8- Richard Barclay (C). 

 
 
RWNYC 2025 BIRMINGHAM            JEN THOMAS 
 
8 team members had a fantastic day with ringing at Solihull (12), St Martin in the Bullring (16), 
Mosely (10), Edgbaston (8 contest tower) and Harborne (8).  
 
There were a couple of Mini-rings and a handbell workshop at St Martin's.  
We rang two really good practice pieces, but our actual contest piece didn't 
quite go to plan.  We had a very young team, with 5 team members aged 
14 and under, and 3 first time participants.  3 team members are from the 
Tonbridge District: Hannah, Lexie and Esmé.  
 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves, especially the experience of 
ringing at The Bullring, getting to know each other better and playing tag 
with Oscar the Octopus.  The stars sum up the day. 
 
Many, many thanks to the KCACR for their encouragement and financial support. 
 

 

 



JULY QUARTERLY MEETING – AT CRANBROOK              ANGELA CLARK 
 
Attendance at the July meeting was, it has to 
be said, poor.  However, all 15 of us enjoyed 
the refreshments which are always available in 
Cranbrook church on Saturday mornings and 
we had some good ringing prior to the meeting.  
Emma ensured that everyone got to ring  
 
At the meeting Richard Barclay was 
congratulated on calling Double Norwich for the 
team at the 8-bell Striking Competition where 
Tonbridge was placed third - the winners made 
it by 3 points! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcomed Euan Hamilton, Mags 
Shackleton, Zaria Maltz and Laura Covill as 
new members and Jane Kostelnyk as a 
returning member.   
 
 
 
 
We were reminded that all Committee Posts will 
be coming up for election at the ADM at 
Chevening on 4th October. 
 
 
 
 
 
Steph Barclay (unintentionally) advertised the 
Jigsaw Evening by wearing a jigsaw dress – 
and very nice she looked too. 
 
 
 
 
The lucky winners in the 120 Club were drawn 
by young Edward Barclay and were Jen 
Thomas, Alan Dunster and Mahala Turnbull. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SEAL CHART              JEN THOMAS 
 
We are very thrilled with the huge progress the young ringers from Seal Chart have made recently. 
They worked SO hard to be able to ring rounds on 6 totally unassisted forwards and backwards on 
Thursday after school to "ring out" their retiring teacher (after 23 years in the job) Mrs Mack.  
 
These 8 youngsters (from Year 5 and 1 from Year 6) also rang on the Friday morning for the Year 
6 Leavers' Service.  This was especially appreciated by the previous Head Teacher, Alison 
Saunders.  Alison had started the ball rolling, the bell ringing "club", with me 3 years ago and was 
thrilled to see a new group of young ringers coming up.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am indebted to Ashley Chaloner, and David and Frances James for helping teach these 
youngsters.  
 
 
 
A NOTE FROM CHEVENING           TONY CRESSWELL 
 
The Chevening Tower has made the difficult decision to suspend Sunday morning service ringing 
at St Botolph’s, effective immediately.  This is due to a change in service times and a resulting 
shortage of available ringers. 
 
We very much hope to resume service ringing as soon as circumstances allow.  In the meantime, 
visiting bands are very welcome. 
 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 
 

2nd August District Practice 10-12 noon HADLOW 

6th September District Practice 10-12 noon COWDEN 

4th October ANNUAL DISTRICT 
MEETING 

Ringing 10-11.30  
Meeting 11.30 

CHEVENING 

25th October Jigsaw Event 3pm FORDCOMBE 

1st November District Practice 10-12 noon LAMBERHURST 

 
 



JIGSAW EVENT 
 
Do enter 25th October in your diary.  Teams of 4 will meet at Fordcombe Village Hall at 3 pm.  
Each team will draw a 500-piece Jigsaw via a raffle ticket and, after the starting signal, the first 
team to finish wins. 
 
It costs £5 per person – bring your own drinks & snacks – tea & coffee provided. 
 
There will be a raffle – please bring along prizes and help us make a fun event. 
 
 

Tail end 
 
CALL CHANGES             HAMILTON WOODS 
 
The select few had the pleasure of ringing at Cranbrook before the July meeting and it included 

Call Changes.  We were given a master class of calling changes by Alison Parsons with the 

“Hurst” method – Strings or Telephone Numbers.  Is this only done in the Hursts? Where else are 

changes called in this way? Does anybody know? 

See the video of Alison Parsons in full swing by clicking on 

http://bit.ly/41m2caz or use the QR Code shown here: 

 

http://bit.ly/41m2caz

