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Please send news and snippets (ringing related) to angelaclarkbuttons@btinternet.com 
 
 

Notices 
 
JIGSAW EVENT 
 
Have you bought your tickets yet?  They are £5.  
 
Meet both ringers and their friends on Saturday 25th October at 3 pm in 
Fordcombe Village Hall.   
 
Okay, so you may not especially like Jigsaws, or indeed be very good at 
them, but your committee can promise you a good social event where you 
can mingle and enjoy a couple of hours relaxing and meeting other ringers. 
 
Can’t form a team of 4?  Buy a ticket, come along and we will fix up a team for you.  
 
For tickets, contact:  Hamilton Woods hamwoods@kent2.co.uk Tel:  01732 563240 or 07442 
128746 
 
 
TONBRIDGE ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING  
 
Please come along to the ADM at Chevening on Saturday 4th October:  Ringing 10 am Meeting at 

11.30.   

All committee posts will be subject to election and we want to hear your views. 

It really is necessary to fill all posts.  Some current post holders will offer themselves for re-

election, but several key posts do not currently have an incumbent.  Please think about standing 

for the following appointments: 

DISTRICT CHAIR 

RINGING MASTER (and a Deputy) 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE (jointly with Caroline Levy-Cooper) 

And, although not a committee post, 

VACANCY!!!!  Regrettably, after 22 years of running the 120 Club, Ray has decided to give 

notice at the ADM and we are now seeking a replacement administrator.   

If you, or someone you know, would be willing to take on any of these posts, TELL US 

 
TONBRIDGE DISTRICT – 120 CLUB           RAY TAYLOR 
 
Yes, it's that time of year again! Previous shareholders should have received renewal invitations.  

Shares still cost only £10 to be entered into 10 draws.  Cash prizes to be won and you'll be 

supporting ringing in Kent. Please buy a share if you haven't already.  Click this link for details of 

how to apply or contact Ray at rayt142536@gmail.com. Thanks. 

mailto:angelaclarkbuttons@btinternet.com
mailto:hamwoods@kent2.co.uk
https://kcacr.org.uk/tonbridge-district/120-club/
https://kcacr.org.uk/tonbridge-district/120-club/
mailto:rayt142536@gmail.com


News 
 
 
DISTRICT RING AT ST MARY MAGDALENE, COWDEN 
SATURDAY, 6TH SEPTEMBER 2925              KATIE MALPASS 
 

We arrived to find the church beautifully decorated, although it turned out that this was not for us 

but for a wedding in the afternoon.  Caroline Levy-Cooper, the Cowden Tower Captain welcomed 

us all and led the ringing up.  With 12 attendees, Ringing Master Emma Tamkin set about making 

sure that everyone had the chance to ring within their ability and even to stretch themselves a bit.  

First up was Rounds and Call Changes, so that 

those ringing could get the measure of the bells, 

a ground floor ring of six. Then Adey Grummett 

rang the treble to Grandsire and Dmitry 

Zhuravlev rang inside to a touch.  

Next was several goes of a touch of Stedman 

Doubles.  Adey and I managed to ring the treble, 

doing “cat’s ears” at a single; 2nds, 3rds, 4ths, 

5ths, 4ths, 4ths, 5ths (I’ve seen it written but 

never had the chance to try it) and back down. 

Thank you to our standers!  

Then followed Plain Bob Minor, another touch of 

Grandsire and then some Little Bob Minor, in 

which the treble hunts to 4ths place.  

Tickets for the forthcoming Jigsaw Event on 25 

October went on sale for the first time and Ham 

Woods found some keen takers. Many thanks to 

Caroline and Emma for such an enjoyable 

morning. 

 

 

FIRST PEAL ON RE-HUNG BELLS               ANGELA CLARK 
 

On Sunday 7th September 2025 Andrew Mills of 

Taylors Bell foundry conducted the first peal on 

Tonbridge’s rehung bells, the band being made up of 

local ringers and those who assisted with the 

rehanging.  Cambridge Surprise Major in 3 hours 4 

minutes for the Evening Service.  

From the left: 5 Nick Wilkins, 4 Stephen Coaker, 1 

Pam Thomas, 6 Hugo Tracey, 3 Ashley Chaloner, 2 

Jane Kostelnyk, 7 Jason Turnock, 8 Andrew Mills. 

 

 



RINGERS ON THE RUN   12th-14th SEP. 2025      ROBIN ROUSE 
 
Well, where to start in attempting to describe this incredible weekend?  Certainly, it was a tour that 

had all the baser elements of human nature on display; gluttony, sloth, exhibitionism, lust, 

cowardice and much, much more.  Perhaps to mention first a most unseemly moment when, at St 

Andrew’s Billingborough, one of our band was 

seen on the flat roof doing a massive wee wee 

over the battlement onto the market square far 

below. When accosted, he swore that the 

offending effluence came not from him but from a 

gargoyle at the end of some guttering just to the 

left of him (name of offending ringer on 

application).  Then there was the terrifying 

moment when the ringer on my left let go of the 

rope, something of course we have all done.  The 

rope jack-knifed straight at me and I, in order to 

save myself pushed the rope towards the ringer to 

my right.  It coiled right round the ringer’s neck 

and completely decapitated him.  Oh, the fuss!  I 

told him to think positive, no more hats needed 

and he’ll never bump his head on a low doorway 

again (name of headless ringer on application).  

Moving onto the roof of Lincoln Cathedral where I discovered that Emma shared with me a great 

dislike of heights.  At least she bravely inched to the edge of the parapet, took a brief look and 

then understandably rapidly stepped back.  I was really cowardly and looked over the edge on my 

hands and knees. Hard to believe I used to be a steeplejack. 

 

Then back to Garden House, Stamford where further seedy incidents took place.  Honestly, it was 

like being on tour with the Addams Family!  Here occurred Snoregate and Lustgate.  A ringer 

complained of a massive snorer that kept her awake for much of the night, caused the whole 

house to vibrate and tiles to slide off the roof.  An extensive investigation was carried out and the 

offending snorer narrowed down to twenty people (names supplied on request).  Then to cap it all, 

a ringer strayed into another ringer’s room in the early hours. The weak excuse was that he awoke 

in the night and realised he had left his spectacles downstairs.  After recovering them he found 

himself in another ringer’s room.  On being challenged he said that his lenses were smeary and he 

misread the room number.  If you believe that I guess you’ll believe anything (name of lusting 

ringer supplied on request).  Oh dear, just remembered, it was me. 

 

Well guess that’s it, apart from the ringing of course which was incredible. We started off on the 

Friday afternoon with a fascinating tour of Loughborough Bell Foundry followed by a ring on their 

very light twelve.  After arriving in Stamford and dropping our bags at Garden House we rang on 

the very nice eight at All Saints Stamford. 

 

The next day, Saturday, we started off on the eight at Market Deeping and then the eight at 

Billingborough.  The last tower before lunch was St Denys Sleaford followed by a most enjoyable 

lunch at the Barge and Bottle in the town.  After lunch we were at St John Washingborough and 

then came the icing on the cake, Lincoln Cathedral.  We all found it a great thrill to ring on the 

twelve there and Tiffy, who was in charge, really put us through our paces.  I think we were all 

quite chuffed when, Eric, who didn’t come up, said the ringing wasn’t bad! 

High praise indeed. 



 
The final ring of the day was back at Stamford on the six at St Martins.  By now we were all rung 
out and badly needed a drink and supper.  On Sunday we were in action again in Stamford and 
Market Deeping ringing for their services.  On the way home we called in at St Michaels Bishops 
Stortford to ring their 12 on the stimulator. 
 
Great care was taken at every tower to ensure that the less experienced ringers had a good go.  
Among the methods rung were Grandsire Cinques, Stedman Cinques and much, much more. 
Those who could do so were pleased achieve Stamford Surprise Minor. 
 
Finally of course everyone expressed huge thanks to Emma and her team, Zena, Maria, Katie and 
Debbie for the delicious meals and for organising this wonderful outing that we shall all long 
remember. 
 
 
RINGING BROWNIES               ROSEMARY SOUTHON 
 
I’ve just read the article on Brownies ringing.  Well, can’t believe it.  I used to teach young people 

from 9 years upwards at Kilndown on their light bells.  We even entered the District striking contest 

twice (Band average age about 11years, including 2 adults).  We didn’t quite make bottom place 

the second time and the first time we weren’t scored.  That was before an age limit of 11years was 

introduced in this area for insurance purposes.   I must say it seems a very tough challenge to 

meet. 

 
SEATED AT LAST!!!         ANGELA CLARK 
 

Small adjustments have been made to Tonbridge bells, 

following the refurbishment.  There is also slightly more space 

for the treble ringer to move around.   

A curve has been cut into the bench behind the treble 

enabling the ringer to step slightly back. 

  

Apparently, this was requested by ringers way back in the 

‘70s and no doubt before, but you can’t rush these things! 

 

 
 
 
 

Letter from America 
 
 
ANY TAKERS FOR A BELLRINGING CRUISE?    NICK FULFORD 
 
Living in Alaska, the cruise ship industry is an ever-present feature of daily life, especially in the 

summer.  What was more surprising was the coming together of cruise ships, and my local 

handbell group.  To my amazement, I found out that no less than four members of the group had 

booked to go on a bellringing cruise this summer.  The cruise combined visits to a number of the 



popular Alaskan cruise ship destinations, with massed ringing, workshops, clinics and a concert, 

overlayed with a series of social events on board. 

The bellringing activities took place during time at sea, leaving shore visits available for those who 

wanted to go on them.  Although it was something of a busman’s holiday for my Alaskan friends, 

over a hundred other hand-bell ringers who took the cruise were from all over the US, and as far 

afield as Spain. 

It got me thinking whether there would be 

demand for a handbell cruise for change 

ringers, or even a more ambitious cruise 

involving assembly of one of the prefabricated 

towers such as the one that sat on the castle 

lawn on previous occasions, though good 

striking in stormy weather might be a 

challenge.  It’s definitely a step up from the 

Thames bellringing trip that I organized for my 

Tonbridge and Houston friends nearly 10 years 

ago now…. But who knows?? 

For those interested in a handbell/bell choir 

ringing cruise, they are operated by “Bells of 

the Cascades” and the next one leaves Fort Lauderdale on January 17th 2027 taking in a 7-day 

cruise of the Eastern Caribbean.  I have to admit, it’s a bit more glamorous than a rented river 

cruiser from Datchet to Reading… 

 
THE BELLS RING OUT – BUT WHY?         HAMILTON WOODS 
 
We were asked by the CCCBR to ring the bells on 15th August to commemorate the ending of the 

war with Japan in 1945 and the restoration of peace. 

A local tower rang for this at 6.30 in the evening.  Some days later I asked them if they had 

publicised it beforehand – like:  

Told the Church they were going to do it - “No”  

Put something in the Parish Mag – “No”  

Told the pub nearby – “No”  

Put it on the Village Facebook page – “No” 

Put a notice board outside – “No”  

Six people knew why the bells were ringing (not quite true as families probably knew) and that was 

about all - no one else.  So, “What was the point?”  

Why not advertise why the bells are being rung?  “A quarter for Aunt Nellie’s ninetieth”, “Visiting 

ringers from Timbuktu touring the area”, “Ringing for a special event”, “Learner doing their first 

quarter peal”, “A quarter for no apparent reason”. No, there is always a reason – tell the public. 

Without telling the public what we are doing and why, we are just background noise.  Do the public 

realise there are real people doing the ringing and think, “I wonder how it’s done?”  The bellringing 

“Powers that be” are encouraging us to get more ringers to join us and raise the profile of ringing.  

We can’t do that without telling the public something.  

Are we going to tell people what we are doing or just be background noise fading into oblivion? 



Forthcoming Events 
 
 

 
25th October 

 
JIGSAW EVENT 
 

 
3 p.m. 
 

 
FORDCOMBE 

 
1st November 

 
DISTRICT PRACTICE 

 
10-12 

 
LAMBERHURST 
 

 
6th December 

 
RINGING & MINCE PIES 

 
4-6 pm 

 
PENSHURST tbc 
 

 
 

Tail end 
 
OH NO JOHN – IT’S GRANDSIRE         COWDEN RINGERS 
 
A recent recruit to Cowden, Adey Grummet, is a singer and a teacher.  At the September Saturday 

District practice held there, Adey explained that it is possible to sing the words of No John, No 

John, No John, No to Grandsire Doubles.  Mature readers will recall the Music Hall song of this 

title. 

Indeed, next time you are listening to Grandsire Doubles, do sing along: 

“On yonder hill there stands a maiden 

Who she is I do not know 

I’ll go and court her for her beauty.   

She must answer yes or no. 

Oh, no John, No John, No John, No” 

 


