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Dear All 
 
A Happy New Year to you all. In this 
edition’s Canterbury Characters, we 
profile a Deputy Head Verger of 
Rochester Cathedral – yes, our very 
own Chairman, Ben!  I remember 
meeting Ben and his family at 
Minster back in June 2003 when he 
was just a callow youth of about 
15... I have to say neither of us has 
really changed that much since 
then! 
 
Thank you for the many contri-
butions to this issue. Please send 
article text as Word documents not 
PDFs so that I can edit them and 
also send the images separately, as 
that makes my job a whole lot 
easier. 
 
We are now up to issue 199 so the 
200th will be something to celebrate. 
 

Toby 
 

Toby Huitson 
KCACR Canterbury District 
Newsletter Editor 

Cover image: Christmas Social.  

Photo: St Peter and St Laurence 
ringers 
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Chairman’s Message 
 
Hello, 
 
Happy New Year! – I hope the festive period has gone well for everyone! I feel that last year’s events 
went very well for our District and am looking forward to what will hopefully be another enjoyable 
programme of ringing over the next twelve months. Many thanks must go to all who helped to organise 
last year’s meetings and practices, and to those who came to ring – it is always nice to see a good 
crowd at any District event, the more the merrier! I would especially like to pay tribute to the St 
Laurence-in-Thanet and St Peter-in-Thanet ringers, who put together such a marvellous District 
Christmas Social for us, with festive food, fun and entertainment in abundance – very many thanks 
and congratulations for all the organisation and hard work that goes into staging such an event!  
 
Coming up in this quarter, we have our District Call Change Competition scheduled for our March 
meeting – can anyone break the hold St Stephen’s, Canterbury have on the trophy? It would be great 
to see as many towers as possible have a go, especially if they have not entered for many years. 
 
I look forward to seeing as many Canterbury District members as possible at all our events during 
2026, especially those who are newly-elected or have not attended many previously, in which spirit, 
see you at Elham! 
 
Best regards, 
 

Ben 
 
Benjamin Legg 
KCACR Canterbury District Chairman 
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Secretary’s Message 
 
Hi All, 
 
I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year, and that 2026 has started well for you.  
 
Thank you to everyone who supported District events towards the end of last year, particularly the 
District Christmas Social at St Peter-in-Thanet. It was a fantastic afternoon and evening, and a great 
example of what can be achieved when towers work together to put on something both sociable and 
memorable. 
 
Looking ahead, we begin the year with our Quarterly Meeting at Elham in January, followed by our 
February meeting at Minster-in-Thanet, and later in the quarter the District Call Change Competition 
at the March meeting. This is always an enjoyable and accessible competition, and I would strongly 
encourage towers who may not have entered for a while to consider taking part. It’s a friendly event, 
well suited to a wide range of abilities, and a great way to represent your tower at District level.  
 
A reminder that if you have learners who are approaching membership level, please do get in touch in 
good time ahead of meetings so that elections certificates can be prepared. Encouraging new 
members to attend District events early on really helps them feel part of the wider ringing community. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at Elham and at other District events over the coming months. 
 

Adam 
 
Adam Moore 
KCACR Canterbury District Secretary 
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Ringing Masters’ Review Oct-Dec 2025 
 
October – ADM: (St Dunstan’s, Canterbury) There was a modest turnout for the afternoon ringing, 
though this filled the compact St Dunstan’s ringing room; numbers peaked at 16.  Still, we had a busy 
ringing session ranging from Rounds and Call Changes to Norwich Surprise and even a bit of 
Grandsire Minor.  The evening session started slowly – we rang some Stedman singles whilst waiting 
for more people – but picked up enough to ring a variety of methods up to Surprise Minor. (Rounds+ 
Call Ch, Plain Hunt 5, Plain Bob 5 [pc’s & touch], Grandsire 5 [touch], Stedman 5 [pc & touch], Spliced 
Doubles, Plain Hunt 6, Plain Bob 6 [touch], Grandsire 6, St Clements 6, Cambridge S 6 [touch], 
Norwich S 6.  Stedman 3, Grandsire 5 [touch], Little Bob 6, Cambridge S 6 [touch], Norwich S 6) 
 
October – Surprise Practice: (St Stephen’s, Canterbury) another subdued turnout for the ringing with 
11 turning out.  We noticeably struggled with both the Surprise Minor and Surprise Major, but did 
attempt a range of methods.  The Norwich S 6 suffered two failures before managed a successful 
course, we also lost attempts at Lincolnshire S 8 and Ipswich S 6.  We managed courses of 
Cambridge and Rutland S 8 along with half courses of Yorkshire and Cambridge. (Cambridge 6, 
Norwich 6, Ipswich 6, Cambridge 8, Lincolnshire 8, Rutland 8, Yorkshire 8) 
 
November – Bye Meeting: (Ringwould) a very strong turnout with numbers peaking at 30 during the 
afternoon and a good range of ringing.  In addition to the ‘usual fare’ we also rang some Double 
Oxford. (Rounds+Call Changes, Plain Hunt 5, Plain Bob 5 [touch], Grandsire 5 [pc’s & touches], 
Stedman 5 [pc & touches], Plain Hunt 6, Plain Bob 6 [touch], St Clements 6, Double Oxford, 
Cambridge S 6 [touches].) 
 
November – 10-bell Practice: (Ash) we had a good turn out of 17 but were missing several of our 
more experienced ringers.  This, coupled with the slightly stretchy ropes, meant we were a bit 
challenged and this resulted in several losses (mostly Stedman Caters – in fact 4 out of 5 of our 
attempts at Stedman came to grief).  Nevertheless, it was an opportunity for several District Members 
to practice their 10-bell ringing, including several local ringers who practised their Plain Hunt 9.  
(Plain Hunt 9, Grandsire 9 [pc & touch], Stedman 9.) 
 
December – District Social: (St Peter’s-in-Thanet) a good sized crowd turned out for the Social and 
several members joined in the ringing and it was good to see several of our less experienced members 
joining in.  Our only loss of the afternoon was an attempted touch of Plain and Little Bob Major. 
(Rounds, Rounds+CC, Grandsire 7 [touches], Stedman 7, Little Bob 8 [touch], Cambridge S 8.)  
 
Thank you to all those who have supported District Ringing and District Practices throughout 2025.  
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Please do remember to respond to the notices 
about the District Practices, letting the District Ringing Masters know if you are planning to come.  
As always do let us know if there is something you would like to ring at meetings – if we have the band 
we will do our best to accommodate requests.  

Stuart Palin / Jim Attwood, Canterbury District Ringing Masters 
email: CanterburyRingingMaster@kcacr.org.uk  
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Cake Inspector – Winter 2025 
 
St Dunstan, 11 Oct 
 
A very impressive repast (as always) from Len’s ladies and gentlemen at the ringers’ annual visit, with 
a wide variety of savouries. But it was the cakes which were truly magnificent - cupcakes with peaks 
of decorated icing, several different sponge cakes, fruit flan, home-made shortbread, and more 
besides. Mr Kipling would not know where to start… 
 
Ringwould, 8 Nov 
 
A delightful spread with three different types of buns (cucumber by itself can be surprisingly 
effective!), together with tea, crisps and a selection of cakes. I sampled the rich ginger cake, the 
chocolate cake with the swirly buttons and the coffee & walnut and I can safely say that all were 
excellent. There were even carrot cupcakes with an iced carrot on the top!  
 
St Peter in Thanet – Xmas social 
 
Many delightful refreshments. I will let the photos do the talking…  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos from Christmas Social by St Peter & St Laurence ringers 
 

 

Cake Inspector  
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Christmas Social 
 
 

It was the second Saturday afternoon in December and Rachel 
and I drove into the car park opposite St Peter’s Church; we 
were greeted by some wonderful ringing on 8. We were 
summoned by the bells into the church and immediately found 
the marvelous hospitality of the SPIT and SLIT ringers. Tea, 
coffee and mince pies, all at the ready. I then found my way 
into the ringing chamber for a touch of Grandsire Triples and 
was quickly reminded what a fabulous ring these bells are. 
 

The carol service was soon upon us led by the Rev. Matt Hodder and Toby at the organ. Towards the 
end of the service Matt thanked the district ringers for all they do, stating how much he and his 
colleagues appreciate the effort made by all ringers. After hearing Mike Little bravely sing ‘Joy to the 
World’, I was in need of refreshment (Indeed, I’m sure you were - though it wasn’t a solo!– Editor) and 
into the hall we went. What a hive of activity, tables beautifully laid out all adorned with decorations, 
glorious smells coming from the kitchen and the cry of, ‘does anyone have a bottle opener’ all added 
to the festive experience. We were guided table by table to the kitchen to receive our baked potatoes 
and choose from a wide variety of toppings. I went for the chicken curry which was delicious. 
Crackers were pulled, and I quickly gathered up the jokes to use at my Christingle service at SNAW. 
Desert was just as good, for Mike it will always be pudding, he is very much a custard man but that’s 
another story. 
 
The entertainment was the sort of thing you do at these team building events. From attempting to 
draw famous Christmas films and getting your team to guess the image to building newspaper 
towers, the tallest wins. All added a hilarious atmosphere to the evening and was great fun. I don’t 
think I can ever watch the film Gremlins again after seeing Mike’s depiction.  The SPIT band had also 
made a huge effort to make Christmas decorations much to the delight of those attending. They were 
sold off and all monies went to restoration projects at both SPIT and SLIT churches. 
 
The evening concluded with the drawing of the raffle and what a raffle it was. Stuart Palin was able to 
add his prize to the decorations purchased for Lesley’s Christmas present and the spirit of Christmas 
descended upon myself in the form of a bottle of malt whisky, bliss!  Ben Legg concluded the evening 
with a vote of thanks to all who had worked so hard to make the event an outstanding evening. This 
Christmas Social really did capture the essence of friendship that makes being part of a ringing 
community something undeniably special. 
 
Rachel Russell 
Quex Ringers 
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Christmas Social 
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Christmas Social photos with thanks to Felicity Lewis 
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Canterbury 

District 

Characters  
 
District Chairman and District Youth Coordinator Benjamin Legg 
discusses his own ringing experiences. 
 
How did you start ringing? 

Both my parents are ringers and several other members of my family 
on my mum’s side ring, so I was sort of born into it really! My dad was ringing master at St Alphege, 
Whitstable for many years before I was born (and for many years afterwards), so I have been in and 
out of the tower and St Alphege Church in general ever since I can remember. I am not exactly sure 
how old I was when I started to learn in earnest, but I was probably about ten or a bit younger, so I 
have now been ringing for nearly thirty years! My ringing advanced quite a lot when I went to university 
in Leicester, as there was a strong band at Oadby, the closest tower to the Halls of Residence, and so 
from being able to ring touches of Plain Bob Doubles before, I progressed quite rapidly to ringing 
Surprise Major. 

After finishing my degree at Leicester, I began to attend Canterbury District events on a regular basis, 
and was elected as one of the District Ringing Masters in 2011, a role I held until being elected District 
Chairman in 2023. In 2014, I was honoured to be elected ringing master of my home tower of St 
Alphege, Whitstable. I have also been heavily involved with youth ringing in Kent since Jen Thomas 
became Association Youth Officer in 2016 and established a cohesive county-wide annual 
programme – I have been District Youth Coordinator since the position was created in 2018. 
 
What do you do outside of ringing? 

After finishing my undergraduate degree I trained as a teacher at Canterbury Christ Church University, 
and worked in a primary school for a number of years, but eventually decided that I needed a change, 
and so after a bit of a break I took on some casual work as a Learning Assistant in the Education 
Department at Rochester Cathedral. After a few months this led to joining the Verger Department 
there part-time about three and a half years ago, and not long after that I took on full-time hours as a 
verger. Since then I have gone on to become one of the two Deputy Head Vergers, but I still do 
Learning Assistant work when I can fit it in, so I have maintained my ties to educating children (it is 
important to me that I have done that) – just not in a standard classroom setting. 
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In my free time, outside of ringing I sing in St Alphege, Whitstable’s church choir (of which I have been 
a member for a similar length of time as the ringing band) and have various other interests such as 
birdwatching, visiting historical places and playing games (of both the board and video variety). 
 
Who was an influential ringer for you? 

I would have to name several people! Firstly – my parents, John and Isobel, who introduced me to 
ringing in the first place and taught me to handle a bell right up to ringing inside to plain Doubles 
methods. The next important mentor in my ringing life was Andrew Young, tower captain at Oadby in 
the suburbs of Leicester, where I rang regularly as a university student – his teaching and help (a) 
quickly progressed my ringing to a more advanced state and (b) enabled me to regularly ring at 
different towers for the first time. Finally, I would have to say Jen Thomas, our Association Youth 
Officer, who has done an outstanding job of running the KCACR’s youth ringing programme – because 
of her, I have been able to share in the efforts of recruiting and teaching the county’s young ringers, as 
well as having the opportunity to accompany Kent teams to big events such as Ringing World National 
Youth Contests and visit some of the country’s most notable towers.  
 
How do you remember your experience of learning to ring? 

Being pretty young when I first took hold of a rope, it is not that easy to remember my early days of 
learning in great detail. I do remember standing on a box ringing at St Alphege with my mum in front of 
me supervising. I don’t think that I was particularly fast picking things up to begin with – I remember 
being stuck on trying to learn how to ring Plain Bob Doubles inside for ages (I seem to remember 
particularly struggling to pick up the ropesight coming back down to lead, as the bells weren’t all 
nicely in the same order hunting down as hunting up, as in Plain Hunt!). However, when I did finally 
master it and understood fully what was going on, I found that attempting to ring a new method was a 
lot easier – I seem to recall that my first try at a plain course of Grandsire Doubles inside went without 
a hitch. 

I was elected a KCACR member in January 2003, when St Alphege happened to be that month’s host 
tower, but having learned to ring at a tower with such atypically light bells, I remember that going to 
ring anywhere else was a very big culture shock! Bells always seemed intimidatingly weighty at other 
towers, even somewhere like St Stephen’s, Canterbury when I rang there for the first time! One of the 
first Canterbury District Meetings that I can remember attending was at Minster -in-Thanet, which I 
found to be not at all like what I was used to! (no disrespect meant to Minster-in-Thanet!) 
 
What do you enjoy about ringing? 

I enjoy the melding of physical and mental challenges in ringing, which need to be mastered in order 
to produce a polished performance and make a glorious sound – when I am a part of a rhythmic, well-
struck piece of ringing, I think I feel that sense of ‘solemn intoxication that comes of intricate ritual 
faultlessly performed’, as Dorothy L. Sayers puts it in The Nine Tailors. Also, as many others have 
observed in the past, there is always something more to learn or to do in ringing – the possibilities are 
really endless, and even the most accomplished of ringers can always learn something new. In 
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addition, I enjoy helping to maintain such a unique, historical and relatively unusual tradition as a 
living craft for the present and future – along with my background as an educator, I think that is why I 
have chosen to become so heavily involved with the Association’s youth ringing activities. 
 
What is a great ringing memory? 

There are too many to name just one I think, so I will indulge myself by detailing several! I can still 
remember the sense of achievement when my first peal attempt was successful – it was arranged 
specially at St Alphege Church in 2012 to commemorate the 1000th anniversary of St Alphege’s 
martyrdom at the hands of Viking raiders in 1012. 

I have also been very fortunate to be involved in some memorable ringing occasions – close to home, 
we organised a big celebration at St Alphege in 2019 for the 50th anniversary of the installation of the 
original six bells, involving another peal (also successful), mini-rings on the forecourt, a special 
celebration Evensong, a lavish ringers’ tea and a presentation looking back over the tower’s history. It 
was great that a number of former St Alphege ringers from the early days of the ringing band were able 
to attend and reminisce about old times. 

Further afield, I have had some great days with the Kent Young Ringers, particularly at Ringing World 
National Youth Contests – I have been lucky enough to accompany our team to contests in London 
(twice), Exeter, York, Birmingham, and perhaps most memorably, the two contests at which Kent 
Young Ringers were crowned champions of the Call Changes category – Liverpool in 2019 and 
Worcester in 2021. I am proud to feel that I contributed in a small way towards those triumphs, and 
through being involved at RWNYCs I’ve also had the chance to ring at some of the most famous 
towers in the world too! – including Liverpool Cathedral, Worcester Cathedral, Exeter Cathedral, York 
Minster and St Mary-le-Bow. More locally, in my capacity as District Youth Coordinator, I am tasked 
with organising the Canterbury District band for the annual KCACR Young Ringers’ Inter-District 
Striking Competition, which we managed to win for the very first time in 2025 – the picture at the top 
of the article shows me holding the trophy shortly after the results were announced! The trophy itself 
was gifted by the late David Cawley – as David was native to the Canterbury District and was the 
inspiration behind installing ringing bells at St Alphege, Whitstable, in addition to his many other 
achievements, winning that competition was especially nice. 
 
What are you looking to achieve in ringing personally? 

A personal ringing ambition is that I would like to conduct a peal at some point. I’m not especially 
prolific in ringing peals or quarter peals for that matter – I’ve rung 8 peals and 89 quarter peals (of 
which I’ve conducted 30), nor am I especially a fan of ringing for the length of time necessary to ring a 
peal – but I would like to be able to prove to myself that I would be up to the challenge! There are 
many other things I would like to be able to do – improve my repertoire of Surprise methods, ring more 
on 10 and 12, become a more expert conductor etc., but I don’t know if I will be able to find the time to 
do everything I would like to do! 
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What do you want to say to ringers? 

I would advocate broadening ringing experience as much as possible! If someone goes out to ring at 
different towers, gets involved with their local ringing association’s activities, takes part in striking 
competitions etc., they learn so much more than by sticking to ringing at one or two towers. My own 
ringing came on in leaps and bounds when I got involved with the local ringing scene while at 
university, and there is also a great social aspect to ringing, with great camaraderie when ringers 
come together from different places. I have met many of my friends through ringing, and have some 
great memories of special occasions and ringing at famous towers, so do see where this fascinating 
hobby can take you!  
 
 
  

A new ringer at Bekesbourne after a 50-year gap 
 
Frank Mertens was taught to ring at St. Matthew’s 
Church in Oxfordshire when he was 23 years old.  He 
rang for about two years until he moved to Norwich 
and didn’t ring for 50 years.   
 
He moved to Kent and came to St. Peter’s Church one 
practice night.  Bekesbourne’s teacher David Durell 
gave him some lessons and he picked ringing up 
again quite quickly. He is now able to join the band, 
ringing at services.  We hope to propose him to 
become a member of the KCACR soon.  Frank is an 
excellent example of how a ringing talent can lay 
dormant for 50 years. 
 
Wendy Durell 
Bekesbourne Secretary 
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Ringing holiday 
 

Ding dong merrily on high! The All Saints & Friends 
Holiday to Nottinghamshire 20th – 24th October 2025 

A Chronicle of Rainbows, Ropes, and Remarkable Ringers. 

Monday: Arrival — Rainbows & Rabbit Warrens  

We set off beneath a deluge so mighty that Noah himself would have rethought his building plans as 
we caught the end of Storm Amy. Rainbows guided us along the way, but true to form, their ends were 
found somewhere between the fast lane and the middle lane on the motorway going the opposite way 
— so alas, no pot of gold for us.  

We all arrived safely at Thoresby Hall, a Warners 
Hotel and our home for the next four nights. The 
hotel was undergoing some renovations, so a lot 
of the facilities were under constructions that 
Heath Robinson would have been proud of, I’m 
specifically thinking about the pop up tents for 
changing rooms in the pool. However Thoresby 
Hall is a charming maze of a place, expertly 
designed to ensure that guests in rooms 
numbered 300 or 400-odd achieve their daily step 
goals simply by making it to breakfast. That first 
night pre-dinner drinks were enjoyed in the great hall and after dinner the late loungers were 
serenaded by a singer so talented that even the rabbits in the warren paused to listen. 
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Tuesday   

First Tower: Ringing Master: Jane. Introduction to 
‘Sally’ Sat Nav.   

The adventure kicked off at St Peter and St Paul, 
Mansfield. An eight bell tower 16-0-11 in F.  Navigation, 
for some of us, proved to be its own sport as ‘Sally Sat 
Nav’ demanded an illegal right turn. Peter gave ‘Sally’ a 
stern talking-to, and on arrival we managed a tricky 
climb to the bells.  

Jane led us expertly through lots of rounds and called 
changes which calmed nerves and settled breakfasts; 
followed by a bit of plain hunt on seven and a couple of 
Grandsire Triples which had us feeling almost 
professional. The lowering on eight was so smooth it 
might have been mistaken for synchronized swimming. 
Well done one and all. 

 

Second Tower: Ringing Master: Felicity. A tale of two roundabouts.   

Peter led us here via a scenic route around two roundabouts, giving ‘Sally’ Sat Nav ample time to 
recalculate her life choices. Moral of the story? Never trust a Sat Nav — especially not one named 
‘Sally’.  However we did arrive, still in good time, at St Edmund K and M, Mansfield, a 6 bell tower  17-
2-20, the only mountain climbing in Nottinghamshire that day was the ascent to the bell chamber  -
complete with trip hazard for added excitement at the end.  Once settled, Felicity led us through the 
usual rounds and called changes, plain hunt, plain Bob doubles, and a dash of St Simons. A cracked 
stay on the 4 meant the backstroke acquired a new level of dramatic tension. Kudos to Sarah, 
Malcolm, and Mike for taming that beast.  

Howard, meanwhile, 
performed a navel air 
display on the tenor, 
realizing too late the shirt 
he had on was just a trifle 
too short, whilst Malcolm’s 
knot-tying ability had been 
left at the hotel meaning 
Sarah declared Howard the 
undisputed knotting 
champion thus far on our 
tour. 
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Tower 3: Ringing Master: Sue.  Flower-Powered 
obstacles.  

St Mary’s, Cuckney, another 6 bell tower 10-1-18, 
offered a ground-floor ring with a long draft, flower 
arrangements, and a strategically placed sink (for those 
who love living life on the edge when they ring).  Sue 
expertly guided us through rounds and called changes, 
plain Bob minor, Grandsire doubles, and we finished 
with Cambridge—and a lower so lovely the sun came out 
in applause. 

 

Tower 4: Ringing  Master: Maureen. A Glass Atrium Adventure.  

Our final ring of the day was at St Mary’s, Edwinstowe, another 6 bell tower, 6-1-12. 

St Mary’s featured an upper ring room with a glass atrium—perfect for those who enjoy views of the 
church with their rope-pulling. Access to the chamber required the agility of a seasoned limbo 
dancer, due to restricted access and a sharp turn into the chamber. I was glad this one wasn’t the 
first one after lunch.  Maureen guided us all through rounds and called changes, Grandsire, and Plain 
Bob minor. 
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After our descent we all congregated back at the hotel for Dinner followed by 
entertainment and dancing to the resident band. Sarah’s Sequins sparkled, 
late night Rummicub was fiercely contested by some, and singing carried us 
late into the night.  
Little were we to know that Len’s heroics shone in the wee hours, answering 
a knock from a little lady who needed help retrieving her husband from the 
floor. Bellringers: always ready for action!  
 
Wednesday: A half day with free time in the afternoon.  
Tower 5: Ringing Master: Brian. The Elusive Bells  
 
All Saints, Babworth, a 6 bell tower, 7-1-4 , made us work for our ringing, 
requiring three attempts and a private estate tour to locate.  Paul and Len 
arrived midway through our time here, just as we learned that £30,000 had 
been spent on bell restoration — even though they do not have a vicar. Brian 

led us through rounds and called changes, Steadman, Grandsire, All Saints, and a  lovely lower in 
Queens completed the experience. The church had links to its Pilgrim Fathers’ heritage in stained 
glass and also links to the ‘mouse-man’ in its woodwork.  Our ringers were then duly invited to 
another tower’s practice by the tower captain.  
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Tower 6: Ringing Master: Susan.  Batty Bells.  

St John’s, East Markham, an eight bell tower, 9-3-17 in F, had its 600th 
anniversary in 2009 and the Lord Chief Justice John Markham lived next 
door. The church was fascinating and whilst some of us rang, others were 
offered a guided tour by the keyholder. St John’s featured an ancient 
offertory box so secure it needed three keyholders: I’m guessing they 
didn’t trust the churchwardens or treasurer of the time. 

The brass of John 
Markham’s wife lay hidden 
beneath a carpet 
protecting it from bat urine— a preservation technique 
yet to be adopted by English Heritage. 
 
John Markham’s tomb was also found here but his 
body lies elsewhere which was interesting. The tomb 
was also inscribed with some ancient graffiti of the 
time. Some of us were also shown some interesting 
facts about the bell refurbishment in 1981. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to the ringing, Susan led us all in 
rounds and called changes, plain 
hunt on seven, Grandsire triples, and 
plain Bob triples, which all rang out 
whilst a bat supervised from the 
belfry stairs, much to the annoyance 
of Felicity who announced her fear of 
bats as she descended past the said 
creature in a hurry. 
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Tower 7: Tony’s Two-Bell Tango  

St Nicholas, Tuxford  an 8 bell tower, 11-2-15 in G, boasted not one but two bell-frames — because 
why ring one when you can ring two?  Tony expertly ran us through more rounds and called changes, a 
graceful plain hunt on seven, plain Bob triples, and Grandsire which kept us all busy. 

 

The flighty treble and Maureen on a box for the two added height and drama, whilst five deep-set bells 
challenged even the bravest due to a cracked stay discovered just the day before our visit.  Following 
this tower we separated and enjoyed some free time in the local area with railway carriage rides, a 
Hardwick Hall electric carriage ride, a visit to the Major Oak and walks in a local park with cafe for 
some which rounded of the day. 
 

After an early dinner, Len, Mike, Paul, and Sue joined the 
local practice at St Bartholomew’s Sutton–cum-Lound - 
just as Storm 
Benjamin 
threatened to blow 
everyone back to 
Edwinstowe. They 
were warmly 
welcomed and 
encouraged to ring 
Grandsire triples, 

Steadman triples, Cambridge Major, Yorkshire Major, plain hunt 
on eight, and rounds and called changes. Mike was the 
particular star of the day having not rung Yorkshire Major for 
some time: what an accomplishment! Everyone came back with 
smiles on their faces and stories to tell. 
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Thursday:  Tower 8: Ringing Master:  Malcolm.   

St John Evan, Scofton, an 8 bell tower, 3-2-25, saw us completing rounds, called changes, Grandsire 
triples, plain Bob triples, and Stedman triples all rung with enthusiasm. This was a lovely little church 
set in a field having been a former private chapel to the big house. We needed to take it in turns to ring 
as the chamber was very snug, which was just as well as it was a very chilly morning so we generated 
our own central heating. These were lovely light bells, hence putting Malcolm in charge as he was 
used to the St Alphege bells. It was good to see everyone racing to ring the tenor and having such an 
amazing ring. 

Tower 9: Ringing Master:  Mike.  

Sadly this is one tower that due to mechanical difficulties Enid and I missed as we spent our 50 
minutes running up and down the A1. However, I was informed later that St Anne’s Worksop, a 10 bell 
tower, 15-1-8, presented lovely steps and the ringers there were gently guided through some more 
rounds and called changes on ten, plain hunt, Grandsire, and plain Bob triples.  Hopefully we will get 
to ring there on the next tour. 

 

Lunch was had in a lovely little café near to our next tower. The 
owners were a little shocked when we all descended on them for 
tea cakes and the like. Lots of chat and frivolity passed the time 

whilst they 
sourced our 
lunch. 

Due to trying to 
get us sorted in 
haste there was a 
cheese on toast 
casualty that 
ended on the floor 
before getting to 
its purchaser.  
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Tower 10: Ringing Master:  Super Len.  

St Mary’s , Creswell, an 8 bell tower , 12-2-4, also 
featuring lovely steps, delivered rounds and called 
changes, a flawless course of plain Bob triples, 
plain hunt on seven, Grandsire triples, and a truly 
memorable miss and catch in rounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Tower: The one with the Clock 
Pendulum.  

St Peter and St Paul, Warsop is an 8 bell 
tower,14-2-24.  

The eleventh tower’s highlight? A clock 
pendulum swinging cheerfully through the 
ringing room, undeterred by our rounds, 
plain hunt, Grandsire triples, plain Bob 
major, and a final miss and catch to close 
the tour in style. 
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On our way back to the hotel we passed through a truly 
memorable village that was preparing to remember its 
fallen as part of Remembrance Day. Poppies were 
everywhere and was definitely a beautiful tribute. 
Hopefully the photos capture this. 

The Encore  
At All Saints we are forever 
grateful to our friends who 
are a big part of our 
adopted band and who 
willingly go along with our 
holiday schemes and we 

could not do it without you. A special mention has to go out to Jane 
and Len for the organisation of the towers and our glossy itinerary. 
Thank you so much. 

Therefore from rainbows on the motorway to 
bats in the belfry, cracked stays, heroic 
rescues, and enough rounds and called 
changes to last until next October, the 
holiday bellringing tour rang out in glorious 
— and occasionally melodious — chaos. 
Here’s to more rope-pulling, sequinned 
dancing, and ‘Sally’ Sat Nav’s creative 
navigation. May the bells always be in tune, 
and the stays forever uncracked!  

Musings by Denise Barker All Saints.  Photos 
courtesy of Felicity, Denise and Howard.  
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Claire’s column 
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Meeting Minutes 
 

The KCACR Canterbury District  
Annual District Meeting 

Saturday 11th October 2025 at Canterbury, St Dunstan’s. 
 
Ringing began at 2pm under the guidance of the ringing masters. The service at 3.30pm was 
conducted by Charlie Maggs with Susan Record playing the organ. Tea was served by the St. 
Dunstan’s ringers in the church hall. 
 
Ben Legg opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to St. Dunstan’s.  
 
1. Apologies for Absence were received from Karen Finch, John Paramor, Debbie Aris, Mick Cairns, 
Sally-Ann Bullock, Dennis Brandrick and Carol Adlam. 
 
2. Minutes of previous meetings as included in the District Newsletter, were taken as read on a 
proposal from Jo Horton seconded by Freda Parker. 
 
3. Matters Arising.  
There were no matters arising  
 
4. Election of New Members.  
The following 3 members were proposed for membership of the association: 
 
Jackie Spice of St Peter in Thanet, proposed by Felicity Lewis and seconded by Sarat White 
Susan Leigh of Ash, proposed by Marilyn Barden and seconded by Malcolm Barden. 
Neil Williams of Sandwich, proposed by Jan Raes and seconded by Alanda Tofte 
 
They were elected by the members present and welcomed to the association. 
 
5. Presentation of Certificates.  
A certificate for Martin Dixon-Sandwell elected at our June meeting was handed to Sarat White to 
pass on. 
 
Certificates for the District Call Change Competition in March were presented to:  
3rd Place - Ospringe 
2nd Place – St Alphege, Whitstable 
1st Place – St Stephen, Canterbury 
 
Certificates for the District Call Change Competition in May were presented to:  
3rd Place - St Stephen, Canterbury 
2nd Place – St Alphege, Whitstable 
1st Place – St Dunstan, Canterbury 
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6. The Collection  
Cathryn Hills advised that the collection amounted to £53.74 and 20 euros, this will be donated in full 
to St Dunstan’s. 
 
7. Chairman’s Remarks.  
Ben delivered his remarks as follows: 
I would like to thank everyone for their support for our District programme of events over the last year. 
I feel that there has been a positive atmosphere at our meetings and practices, and it has been good 
that many new members have been elected. 
Speaking in my capacity as District Youth Coordinator, we have had a successful year, with young 
ringers from the District joining in with Kent Young Ringers and Kent MINI-Ringers events. The year 
culminated in our Canterbury District band winning the KCACR Young Ringers’ Inter-District Striking 
Competition for the first time in our history. Many congratulations to all the victorious band members!  
I would like to close by thanking all the members of the District Committee for their hard work over 
the last year, and in particular, I would like to pay tribute to Malcolm Barden, who is standing down as 
our District Representative, for all that he has contributed during his three years in post. 
 
8. Secretary’s Report. 
Adam Moore delivered his report as follows: 
Thank you to all for your support in my first year in the role, particularly Tony Martin for his handover. I 
have enjoyed getting to know more of you and being more involved in the workings of the District, I 
would certainly encourage anyone who is thinking of standing for election to any of the roles on the 
District committee to give it a go.  
 
Over the last year we have visited Godmersham, Ospringe, Wingham, St Alphege, Teynham, Throwley, 
Waltham, Deal, Chilham, Quex, Sturry and of course St Dunstans: thank you to all the ringers, 
incumbents, churchwardens and others for making these meetings possible. Thank you also to Claire 
Stay for organising the very successful District Outing in August and to our ringing masters Stuart and 
Jim for all they do in running the ringing at meetings and organising District practices. 
Congratulations to the 26 new members we have welcomed to the District and Association over the 
last year, it’s great to have you onboard, and we look forward to seeing many of you at events in the 
future. 
 
9. Treasurer’s Report.  
Cathryn presented financial statements for the last 5 years, the full financial statements are available 
from the Secretary.  
Ben asked what we would like to do with collections at services for the forthcoming year; it was 
proposed by Marilyn Barden and seconded by Freda Parker that the collection be donated in full to 
the host church. This was approved. 
 
10. Ringing Master’s Report  
 
Jim Attwood delivered the ringing master’s report as follows:  



KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter Jan 2026 

26 

There has been a healthy programme of ringing throughout the year at District meetings and 
practices, which have generally been well supported and, based on the feedback provided to the 
Ringing Masters, have also been well received. 
 
District Meetings are an opportunity for members of all abilities to ring at a range of towers and to 
participate in general ringing with plenty of support from experienced ringers. This includes Rounds 
and Call Changes through to Surprise Major. There is usually something for everyone and the ringing is 
organised around the capabilities of those attending given the number of bells in the tower. We would 
encourage members to take advantage of the wide range of support that is available from attending 
the District Meeting ringing which is held for an hour and a half prior to the service, tea and meeting 
and then ringing again in the evening after the formalities have been completed.  
 
At the District Practices we aim to provide opportunities for members to develop their ringing skills 
through focussed attention to a particular topic. Whilst mostly being biased to more advanced ringing 
levels these practices do also cover a broad range of topics. Surprise Major Practices have been a 
staple of the calendar and are generally successful with Cambridge, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Rutland, 
Superlative and Pudsey having been rung throughout the year. To broaden the reach of these 
practices we have recently expanded their scope to include Surprise Minor. This format was run at St 
Stephen’s, Canterbury in July where we rang Cambridge, Norwich and Primrose Minor as well as 
Cambridge and Yorkshire Major. The format will continue at the next Surprise Practice scheduled for 
18th October, at St Stephen’s again. Other practices organised this year have included: 
- Call Changes and Doubles methods 
- Plain Major methods 
- Stedman Triples 
- and Rarer Doubles. This event was looking at Doubles methods that are not normally given an airing 
and ultimately resulted in a brand new doubles variation being rung and named ‘Rarer Doubles’. 
Thanks to Tim Attride for his contribution in that regard. 
 
Looking forward we have 10 bell, Plain Minor and Treble Bob Minor practices comingup, and a full 
programme up to April 2026. We will shortly be adding to that so please do look out for the notices 
published by the Ringing Masters advertising these events. We would request that you do respond at 
the address attached to the notification email to let us know if you are intending to come. By knowing 
numbers and member’s objectives for the event the ringing can be planned in advance and tailored to 
meet the experience and aspirations of those attending. Please also do a little homework in advance, 
having revised the method(s) beforehand maximises the benefits that can be achieved.  
 
Turning to County-wide matters, the Canterbury District was represented at the County 8-bell 
competition in June. This was hosted by the Lewisham District at Bromley Parish Church in hot and 
tricky conditions. The test piece being a touch of 224 Double Norwich Court Bob Major. Lewisham 
made the most of home advantage and were the winners of the competition. Many thanks are 
extended to the band who stepped up to represent the District with special thanks to Cathryn Hills for 
organising and leading the band. 
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The District Ringing Masters would like to take this opportunity to thank all those ringers who have 
supported the events that have been organised and for providing feedback that allows us to ensure 
that we are providing the right support and encouragement to raise and maintain the standard of 
ringing across the District. We do appreciate that at times it may appear intimidating but our aim is 
always to be as inclusive as possible and give members of all abilities the opportunity to practice, 
meet other ringers and to get the most out of their ringing experience. 
 
11. 120 Club Report and Draw 
Maureen Cooke said that she had produced a statement of accounts for the 120 club which was 
available from the Secretary. 
She said there are currently 72 members of the 120 club, if we can increase this by at least 10 we 
would be able to put our prizes up, due to licensing we need to ensure we are able to send 20% of our 
income to our good cause – the BRF. 
 
Maureen then led the 120 club draw for October as follows: 
1st Place – 52 Judy Pettman 
2nd Place – 5 – Gill Elderton 
3rd Place – 2 – Maureen Cooke 
 
Maureen was thanked for running the 120 club. 
 
12. County Representative’s Report 
Malcolm Barden delivered his report as follows: 
With the exception of the January meeting (where Adam Moore deputised for me), I have attended all 
the General Committee meetings on behalf of the Canterbury District, have reported back to the 
Canterbury District Committee on the salient points after each meeting, and updated the wider 
membership at our Quarterly Meetings. I have also played an active role in co-ordinating Association 
events in the District. There are three ongoing issues which are worthy of note :  
 
BRF Charity Objects – these have proven to be a contentious issue, with considerable discussion at 
this year’s AGM. The issue is still not resolved, with alternative wording still to be agreed with the 
Charity Commissioners. The Trustees are still working on this, taking legal and professional advice 
where necessary. 
Safeguarding – this continues to be an area which needs constant attention, although the situation 
regarding Leadership courses has eased, with better availability and face-to-face courses now 
available. 
Training – There are significant training initiatives currently active in the District, particularly in the 
Thanet area. This has now been recognised, and the Thanet Hub dates published on the KCACR 
website. This list is not exhaustive, and I am always happy to take questions on any matters of 
specific interest. I am stepping down as District Representative at this ADM, and would recommend 
the role to anyone who has an interest in representing the interests of the Canterbury district at 
County level, and playing an active role on the County Committee. 
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13. Rule Changes to District Striking Competition  
The following proposals for changes to the rules of the District Striking Competition were discussed 
and voted on: 
 
Proposal A  
Change Rule 12 to match the Association 6-bell Method Competition rules, thus avoiding bands being 
disqualified for failing to complete test pieces. 
Current wording: 
‘Any band failing to complete the test piece shall be disqualified.’ 
Proposed wording: 
‘If the test piece fires out, the band may decide to withdraw, but they may if they wish start again. In 
that event, the faults incurred in the first attempt will be added to any which occur in the second 
attempt.’ 
 
Claire Stay asked if there was a point of no return, after which bands would not be able to restart, it 
was thought this should be up to the band as it wouldn’t be worth starting again if they had already 
completed most of it. 
Jo Horton asked how the piece of ringing is restarted, do you go back into rounds and start again, or 
have to stand, signal and restart, it was agreed that you would have to stand it up to restart, but Ben 
will check how the rule is applied at a County level. 
 
When put to the vote there was a large majority for and 2 against the change, the Proposal was 
therefore carried. 
 
Proposal B 
Amend Rule 4 by removing the words ‘Sunday service’, thus matching the rule as worded in the 
Association 6-bell Method Competition rules. 
Current wording: 
‘All members taking part shall be members of the Kent County Association of Change Ringers and 
regular Sunday service ringers at the tower they represent.’ 
Proposed amended wording: 
‘All members taking part shall be members of the Kent County Association of Change Ringers and 
regular ringers at the tower they represent.’ 
 
Phil Elderton said that it was about time as the rule was very outdated and doesn’t take into account 
people that work on Sundays etc. Felicity Lewis also said we need to consider people that can’t ring 
on Sundays due to caring responsibilities etc. 
There was a discussion on what was meant by regular, Ben has checked with Neil Jones the KCACR 
chairman who said it should be ringers who attended at least 50% of the time. 
Charlie Maggs said that services are what we ring for, Cathryn Hills adding that it is one of the 
objectives of the association.  
Andrew Hills strongly objected when it was suggested that wedding ringing is no more important that 
a normal service. 
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It was raised what about services that aren’t on Sundays eg weddings, are people that ring for those 
but not on Sundays not eligible? 
Stuart Palin said that bands spread themselves out on a Sunday, to cover numerous towers, the 
bands however ring together on a practice night, benefitting the tower overall.  
Susan Record asked what about churches that don’t have Sunday services?  
Isobel Legg said it was a shame to put up barriers and we should be more inclusive 
 
When put to the vote there was a 19 for and 12 against the change, the Proposal was therefore 
carried. 
 
 
14. Election of Officers for 2025/26 
 

Post Name Proposed Seconded 
Chairman Ben Legg Toby Huitson Stuart Palin 
Secretary Adam Moore Stuart Palin Toby Huitson 
Assistant Secretary Isobel Legg Stuart Palin Felicity Lewis 
Treasurer Cathryn Hills  Len Huckstep Andy Brett 
Ringing Master Stuart Palin Adam Moore Malcolm Barden 
Ringing Master Jim Attwood Stuart Palin Claire Stay 
District 
Representative 

Isobel Legg Jo Horton Becky Holliday 

Youth Co-ordinator Ben Legg Adam Moore James Carter 
Training Officer    
120 Club Organiser Maureen Cooke Isobel Legg Felicity Lewis 
Newsletter Editor Toby Huitson  Felicity Lewis Malcolm Barden 
Bookstall Officer Claire Stay Jim Attwood Nancy Brand 
Committee Member Felicity Lewis Isobel Legg Gill Robinson 

 
The above officers with the exception of District Representative were elected en bloc, the role of 
District Representative was vacant and after some discussion and explanation Isobel Legg put herself 
forward for election. Ben explained that the District Committee is able to co-opt someone to the role 
of District Training Officer if a suitable candidate is found. 
 
15.  Towers for 2025/26.  
The below list of towers for next year was presented: 

• March 2026 – Goodnestone – Call Change Competition  
• April 2026 – Hernhill – Quarterly Meeting 
• May 2026 – Wickhambreaux – Striking Competition  
• June 2026 – Eythorne – Bye Meeting 
• July 2026 – Canterbury St Stephen – Quarterly Meeting 
• August 2026 – District Outing and Quex 
• September 2026 – Monkton – Bye Meeting 



KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter Jan 2026 

30 

• October 2026 – Canterbury St Dunstan’s- Annual District Meeting 
• November 2026 – Walmer – Bye Meeting 
• December 2026 – Birchington (amended from Dover – Editor) – Christmas Social 
• January 2027 – Margate – Quarterly Meeting 
• February 2027 – Barham – Bye Meeting 
• March 2027 – All Saints Whitstable – Call Change Competition  

 
Members were happy with the exception of the wish to not have a District Outing next year, instead 
focusing on a Quex BBQ. 
 
Ben said following feedback, and the fact meetings were now earlier than they used to be the 
Committee had discussed whether we should change the rolling refreshments at competitions to be 
a traditional tea, and also to remove the services at Competitions. 
 
Cathryn Hills said removing the services was a slippery slope we should not be going down. Len 
Huckstep said why should we alter something that has always worked. Toby Huitson said that it 
provided a good structure for the afternoon which is something that makes the Canterbury District so 
successful. Freda Parker said a service puts some people off, particularly younger people who don’t 
go to church. Charlie Maggs said this was incorrect as a recent Church of England survey suggested 
18-25 year old men was one of the biggest categories attending church. 
 
Two votes were then taken, the first on whether we wanted a service at competitions, there were 25 
for a service and 4 against; the services will therefore continue. The second vote was whether we 
should continue offering rolling refreshments. There were 17 for this and 12 against; refreshments will 
therefore continue to be available for the duration of the competition. 
 
16. Forthcoming Events. 
Ben gave details of the following upcoming events: 
 
District Surprise Practice 
Saturday 18th October at St Stephen’s, Canterbury, from 7:30 to 9:00pm. This practice will focus on 
both Surprise Major and Surprise Minor ringing. If you are planning to attend, please let the Ringing 
Masters know what you can ring or are learning (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A 
tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested. 
 
District Quarter Peal Fortnight 
Saturday 18th October to Sunday 2nd November. All District ringers are encouraged to organise and 
participate in quarter peals during this period. Any ‘firsts’ – first quarter, first as conductor, first in 
method, first on a certain number of bells etc. are particularly encouraged. Contact the Ringing 
Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk) for any organisational assistance. Please 
link all performances to the Kent County Association – Canterbury District Quarter Peal Fortnight 
event on BellBoard (https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/event.php?id=21837) for publication together in 
the Ringing World. 



KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter Jan 2026 

31 

 
District Bye Meeting 
Saturday 8th November at Ringwould. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, 
followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by 
Wednesday 5th November to book tea. 
 
District 10-bell Practice 
Saturday 15th November at Ash, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the 
Ringing Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee 
is requested. 
 
KCACR Evensong 
Sunday 16th November at Canterbury Cathedral. The Evensong service will commence at 5:30pm, 
further details to follow. 
 
District Christmas Social 
Saturday 13th December 2025 at St Peter-in-Thanet. Ringing from 2:00pm, Carol Service at 3:30pm, 
followed by Magic and Mayhem at St Peter’s Church Hall. Tickets £15 per person, please bring your 
own glasses and drinks, along with cash for raffle and games. RSVP to slitbells@outlook.com 
 
District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 10th January at Elham. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by 
tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 
7th January to book tea. 
 
17. Any Other Business. 
 
Stuart asked for a show of hands for who was interest in more ringing this evening, enough were so 
this went ahead. 
Claire said that she had got the bookstall, do see if there is anything on offer as many are on offer and 
prices will go up once restocked. 
Malcolm said that in his role as District Representative he had been leading on arrangements for the 
KCACR evensong at Canterbury, he asked if he should still do this or whether someone else will. 
Adam said he had been included on all the emails so was happy to take this forward. 
Marilyn Barden thanked Freda, Felicity and Mike for helping Ash ringers, and said that the Thanet 
learning hubs were excellent. 
 
18. Vote of Thanks. 
 
Toby Huitson gave the vote of thanks to the vicar and churchwardens of St Dunstan’s for use of the 
church, church hall and bells, Charlie Maggs for leading the service, Susan Record for playing the 
organ and the St Dunstan’s ringers for the tea. 
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The KCACR Canterbury District 
Bye Meeting 

Saturday 8th November 2025 at St Nicholas, Ringwould 
 
Ringing took place from 2pm under the guidance of ringing master Jim Attwood. The service was taken 
by Rev John Winn with Tim Attride playing the organ. Tea was served by the St Nicholas ringers.  
 
Ben Legg opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to Ringwould, he said that the last District 
meeting here was in July 2013 and that we wouldn’t leave it so long next time.  
 
1.Apologies for absence were received from Maureen Cooke, Keith Record, Susan Record, James 
Carter, Theo Hughes, Karen Finch, Fiona Sperring, Elaine Hartnell, John Paramor, Malcolm Story 
 
2. Election of new members. 
There were no new members to elect. 
 
3. Presentation of Certificates. 
A membership certificate was presented to Susan Leigh, having been elected at a previous meeting. 
Certificates for Jackie Spice, Claire Wood and Gwenno Jones were passed onto members of their 
towers. 
 
4. Collection. 
Ben advised that he didn’t have a specific figure for the collection, but combined with tea money it 
amounted to £174.85 as usual this was donated to St Nicholas Ringwould as our host tower.  
 
5. Forthcoming Events. 
The following forthcoming events were noted: 
 
District 10 bell practice – Saturday 15th November at Ash-next Sandwich 
A District practice practice focusing on 10 bell ringing will be held at Ash next week, the times are 
2pm-3:30pm. We are still slightly light on numbers so more ringers would be appreciated please let 
the District ringing masters know. 
 
Association Evensong – Sunday 16th November at Canterbury Cathedral 
Information is available on the KCACR website, the evensong is a public service so booking is not 
required but if you would like to ring you need to fill in the form by 5pm on Monday. 
 
District Carol Service and Social- Saturday 13th December at St Peter in Thanet. The event is known 
as magic and mayhem and is a joint venture between St Laurence and St Peter in Thanet. Freda Parker 
advised that tickets are still available but today is the deadline. 
 
District Quarterly Meeting - Saturday 10th January at Elham 
Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if 
requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 7th January to book tea.  
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Jim Attwood added that there was no District practice in December, the next one would be in January 
at Sheldwich. 
 
6. 120 Club Draw 
Peter Freeman led the November draw in Maureen Cooke’s absence, results as follows:  
76 – Susan Record- 1st Place 
1 – Phil Elderton - 2nd Place 
73 – Malcolm Smith - 3rd Place 
 
7. Any Other Business. 
Claire Stay reported that she had done a roaring trade on books today, books are all becoming PDFs 
on the central council shop so if you’d like physical copies Claire is the only person you can get them 
from. Prices are also low until they have to be restocked. 
 
Stuart Palin thanked everyone for a strong turnout for the ringing and asked for a show of hands 
regarding ringing this evening; enough were interested to make it viable. 
 
8. Vote of Thanks. 
Claire gave the vote of thanks to Rev Canon Seth Cooper and the church wardens for use of the 
church and bells, for Ringwould ringers for the tea and other arrangements today.  
Rev John Winn for leading the service and to Tim Attride for playing the organ. 
Members showed their appreciation in the usual way. Members were invited to join the evening 
ringing. 
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Notices 
 
 
KCACR Membership Renewal 
 

• Practising and Associate members’ subscriptions expired on 31st December, so therefore 
everyone who wishes to remain a member now needs to renew their membership, if they have 
not already done so. 

• If you are a Practising Member or Associate Member, you can renew your membership and 
check that your personal details are up-to-date by signing in to your profile on the KCACR 
membership system at https://membermojo.co.uk/kcacr 

• Individual members are responsible for renewing their own membership and keeping their 
personal details up-to-date – it is not the responsibility of tower secretaries to do this on a 
collective basis. However, any efforts that tower secretaries make to monitor and encourage 
the timely completion of the renewal process by all their tower’s members are appreciated!  

• If members are unable to renew their membership online, a printable Membership Renewal 
Form is available on the KCACR website – members who require one should ask their tower 
secretary to provide them with a form. 

• The membership of Life Members (pre-2019) and those aged 80 or above automatically renews 
each year, however, checking that personal details and communication preferences are 
correct ensures that the membership database is kept up-to-date and communication with 
members remains reliable. 

• People who were KCACR members at one time but have lapsed on their subscription renewals 
are perfectly able to pay their arrears and resume their membership. For this purpose and any 
other enquiries related to membership renewal, please contact the Association Membership 
Secretary, Doug Davis, at membership@kcacr.org.uk It is probably not a good idea to leave 
any enquiries to the last minute! 

 
KCACR 2026 Handbook – tower updates and requests for printed copies 
 

• In order that tower information published in the upcoming 2026 Handbook is accurate, all 
tower secretaries need to ensure, if they have not already done so, that the information on 
their towers is correct and up-to-date on the KCACR website, as this information will be 
duplicated in the Handbook when it is published. An email from the District Secretary 
explaining how to update information and provide notices 
(obituaries/births/deaths/announcements) for the Handbook has been sent to all tower 
secretaries – please contact Adam at canterburysecretary@kcacr.org.uk if you are a tower 
secretary and have not received this information. 

• Tower updates and notices for the Handbook need to be submitted no later than Sunday 15th 
February 2026. 

 
 

https://membermojo.co.uk/kcacr
mailto:membership@kcacr.org.uk
mailto:canterburysecretary@kcacr.org.uk
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• All towers will automatically receive one printed copy of the 2026 Handbook. If any member 
would like their own printed copy (the digital version will be available to all members via 
membermojo), they can be requested on the KCACR website at this page: 
https://kcacr.org.uk/2026-handbook-requests/ Each member is entitled to request one 
printed copy for free – any additional printed copies need to be paid for. Requests for printed 
copies of the Handbook must be made no later than Sunday 15th March 2026. This is to allow 
time to get the final number required to the printer so they can produce and ship in time for the 
AGM on 6th April. 

 
KCACR Young Ringers’ Inter-District Striking Competition  
 
This year's KCACR Young Ringers’ Inter-District Striking Competition is being 
held at Kingsnorth (TN23 3EF) in the Ashford District on Saturday 7th 
March from 1:45pm to approximately 5:00pm. We have been able to enter a 
team wholly comprised of young ringers from the Canterbury District the last 
three years, and we won the competition for the first time in our history last 
year, so it would be great to defend the title in 2026! 
 
The rules of the competition can be found online at https://kcacr.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2024/03/KCACR-KYR-Striking-Competition-Rules-2024.pdf 
KCACR membership is not required and the only restriction on entry really is that ringers must be 
under 25 on the day of the contest. It is possible to ring either Call Changes or a method - what we 
decide to do will naturally be confirmed at a later date when we have a clear idea of numbers and 
experience. Please remember that this competition is primarily supposed to be for fun while spending 
time in the company of other young ringers, so no-one should feel that they may not have sufficient 
experience or skill to participate. 
 
All communications expressing interest in participating in this competition, or about Kent Young 
Ringers/Kent MINI-Ringers activities in general are warmly welcomed, so do get in touch! Please 
contact me by emailing canterburyyouth@kcacr.org.uk – more information can be found on the Kent 
Young Ringers page on the KCACR website at https://kcacr.org.uk/kent-young-ringers/news/ 
 
Benjamin Legg 
KCACR Canterbury District Youth Coordinator 
 
 
  

https://kcacr.org.uk/2026-handbook-requests/
https://kcacr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/KCACR-KYR-Striking-Competition-Rules-2024.pdf
https://kcacr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/KCACR-KYR-Striking-Competition-Rules-2024.pdf
mailto:canterburyyouth@kcacr.org.uk
https://kcacr.org.uk/kent-young-ringers/news/


KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter Jan 2026 

36 

The Kent County Association of Change Ringers 

Canterbury District Call Change Competition 
 

The 2026 Call Change Competition will be held on 
Saturday 14th March  

at Goodnestone (tbc) 
 

The draw for the order of ringing will take place at 2:00pm, with competition ringing to start 
immediately thereafter. The service will take place when the competition ringing has concluded, 
followed by a short meeting at which the results will be announced. Rolling refreshments will be 
available during the competition.  
 
The test piece for this year will be as shown to the right. A full list of the rules is 
available on the KCACR website and printed below in this newsletter. 
 
To enter, please contact me (email: isobellegg@hotmail.com; telephone: 01227 
264203) with the following information: 
 
Tower 
 
Name, telephone number and email address of Team Organiser 
 
Names of all team members 
 
Wednesday 11th March is the closing date for entries, and any team that is unable to 
attend for the whole competition should inform me as soon as possible. 
 
Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 11th March to book tea. 
 
Isobel Legg 
KCACR Canterbury District Assistant Secretary 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

1 2 3 4 5 6 
2 1 3 4 5 6 
2 3 1 4 5 6 
2 3 4 1 5 6 
2 3 4 5 1 6 
3 2 4 5 1 6 
3 4 2 5 1 6 
3 4 5 2 1 6 
4 3 5 2 1 6 
4 5 3 2 1 6 
5 4 3 2 1 6 
5 4 3 1 2 6 
5 4 1 3 2 6 
5 1 4 3 2 6 
1 5 4 3 2 6 
1 5 4 2 3 6 
1 5 2 4 3 6 
1 2 5 4 3 6 
1 2 5 3 4 6 
1 2 3 5 4 6 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

mailto:isobellegg@hotmail.com
mailto:namesfortea@gmail.com
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KCACR Canterbury District Call Change Competition Rules 
 
(Adopted at the ADM in October 1990, amended at the ADM in October 1998, further amended at the 
ADM in October 2006, and further amended at the ADM in October 2014).  
 
1. Each competing band shall comprise of six persons who ring regularly at a tower in the 

Canterbury District of the KCACR. 
 

2. No more than three ringers in any entry may have rung a peal. 
 

3. No person may ring for more than one entry. 
 
  4. If necessary up to two ringers may be from another tower in the District.  
   
  5. The changes may be called by a person other than those who are ringing. 
   

6. Two minutes trial rounds and changes will be allowed before the test piece at the end of which 
the bells shall be set. A whole pull is to be rung on the treble to indicate to the judges that the 
band is ready. 

   
  7. A set piece of at least 20 changes will be provided in advance and this must be 
   rung by all entries. 
 
8. The competition organiser may halve the length of the test piece stated in rule 7 if  

a) More than 12 teams have entered the competition or b) The competition is unduly delayed.  
In event that the test piece length is altered due to a delay after the competition has started 
then the bands that have rung the full length shall only be judged on the first half of their test 
piece and any marked rounds. 

 
9. There shall be at least four whole pulls between each change and after the final change before 

stand is called. 
 
10. A band may ring up to ten whole pulls of rounds, which will not be marked, before starting the 

test piece. 
 
11.  Judging will begin at the first change of the test piece or after 10 whole pulls of rounds. All 

subsequent rows will be marked. 
 
12.  Bells failing to stand at the end of the test piece will not incur faults. 

 
13. There shall be two judges whose decision in the case of doubt will be final. 



KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter Jan 2026 

38 

 
 
 
Thank you for your support last year. Our membership numbers grew from 53 to 72 – well done us! If 
you would like to join our 120 Club for 2026, or renew your current numbers, please pay £12* (per 
number) into the following account: - 
 
KCACR Canterbury District 120 Club 
Sort code:- 30-92-93 
Account no.:- 68654660 
 
Please add your name as a reference. 
 
*£1 per monthly draw except August when we take a little break BUT we have double money prizes for 
our December Christmas draw! YoHoHo! 
 
Please let me know you have made payment by e-mailing me at canterbury120club@kcacr.org.uk  
 
I will confirm your number(s) as soon as I see payment on the account. If you would prefer to pay by 
cash, please come & find me at our District meeting in Elham on January 10th. 
 
Thank you & Good Luck!  
 
 

Maureen 

 
Maureen Cooke 
KCACR Canterbury District 120 Club Administrator 
 
  

mailto:canterbury120club@kcacr.org.uk
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Peals and Quarter Peals Oct-Dec 2025 
 

 



KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter Jan 2026 

40 
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District Ringing – Looking forward (Jan-Mar) 
 
We have put together a plan for District Practices out to April 2027 though some of the details are still 
to be finalized and tower bookings confirmed.  The District Practices act as an adjunct to the District 
Meeting ringing.  At District Meetings we usually ring a good range of standard methods (as well as 
Rounds and Call Changes) which provides a regular opportunity for Members to practice these.  The 
District Practices are intended to be a step up providing opportunities to focus on a particular topic 
and concentrate on some more advanced ringing. 

We are continuing with having intermediate practices during the afternoon (14:00-15:30) – matching 
the ringing time for District Meetings while the Surprise Practices will continue to be in the evening 
(19:30-21:00). 

As always, we would really like to hear from members about what sort of practices would help 
them in developing their ringing or allow them to brush up on underused skills. 

17-Jan-2025  (19:30-21:00) – A District Surprise Practice, covering both Surprise Minor and Surprise 
Major, will be held at Sheldwich.  For Minor we have rung Cambridge and Norwich and experimented 
with Primrose and Ipswich.  Further possibilities include Beverley, Surfleet and London.  For Major we 
have regularly rung Cambridge, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Superlative and sometimes we have had a 
band for Bristol.  Rutland has been a method of interest. 

This practice is highly dependent on the abilities of those attending and what they want to invest their 
time in learning.  Letting the District Ringing Masters know if you are planning to come to these 
practices and what you are hoping to ring greatly helps with preparations. 

21-Feb-2026 (14:00-15:30) – will be a Plain Minor Practice held at Thanington (to be confirmed).  This 
will provide opportunities for those moving from Plain Bob Doubles to Plain Bob Minor and for those 
expanding their Minor repertoire beyond Plain Bob into methods such as Little Bob, St Clements, and 
Double Oxford.  There are many other possibilities so do let us know if there is a particular method 
you are interested in. 

21-Mar-2026 (14:00-15:30) – We are holding a Treble Bob Minor practice at Sturry.  This will focus on 
those who are confident with touches of basic minor methods (such as Plain Bob Minor) and want to 
ring basic Treble Bob Minor methods such as Kent Treble Bob.  It should also provide opportunities for 
those looking to expand beyond Kent to Oxford, or to combine them into spliced.  

18-Apr-2026 (19:30-21:00) – this will be a Surprise Practice at Dover following a similar pattern to the 
early ones updated to build on what people are learning. 

16-May-2026 (14:00-15:30) – The Plain Major practice at Herne will provide an opportunity for those 
looking to expand their 6-bell and 7-bell ringing into the basic Major methods (Plain Bob and Little 
Bob) and those looking to build their experience in these methods.  For those looking to expand (or 
refresh) their Plain Major repertoire we hope to be able to look at Double Norwich Court Bob and St 
Clements. 
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20-Jun-2026 (14:00-15:30) – For the practice at Lyminge we will focus on Stedman Triples.  This 
should be suited to those who are looking to expand from Stedman Doubles and those looking to 
develop/refresh their Stedman Triples experience by ringing touches. 

As mentioned we have developed a plan for District Practices extending through to April 2027 which 
builds on feedback provided in the recent survey sent to all members and general feedback the 
Ringing Masters receive at District events. We are always pleased to hear of suggestions and 
feedback from members, it helps to ensure that we are putting on events that are genuinely of interest 
and benefit for improving skills and increasing experience. 

    Stuart Palin / Jim Attwood, Canterbury District Ringing Masters 

email: CanterburyRingingMaster@kcacr.org.uk 

 

 

Canterbury District Officers 
 
The Officers of the Canterbury District currently stand as follows: 
 

Chairman Benjamin Legg 07818434350 canterburychairman@kcacr.org.uk  

Secretary Adam Moore 07961812361 canterburysecretary@kcacr.org.uk  

Assistant Secretary Isobel Legg 01227 264203 isobellegg@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Cathryn Hills 01795 533809 (No calls after 8:00pm please) 

Ringing Masters 
Stuart Palin 01795 531418 

canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk  

Jim Attwood 07736694285 
District Representative    
Youth Coordinator Benjamin Legg 07818434350 canterburyyouth@kcacr.org.uk 
Newsletter Editor Toby Huitson               - canterburynewsletter@kcacr.org.uk  

120 Club Administrator Maureen Cooke  07745126853 canterbury120club@kcacr.org.uk  

Committee Members 
Claire Stay 07879276002 claire.stay@mac.com 

Felicity Lewis 07815990976 fliclewis@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

Make sure to check out our District Facebook group page at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/canterburydistrict 

  

mailto:canterburychairman@kcacr.org.uk
mailto:canterburysecretary@kcacr.org.uk
mailto:isobellegg@hotmail.com
mailto:canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk
mailto:canterburyyouth@kcacr.org.uk
mailto:canterburynewsletter@kcacr.org.uk
tel:+447745126853
mailto:canterbury120club@kcacr.org.uk
mailto:claire.stay@mac.com
mailto:fliclewis@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/canterburydistrict
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Forthcoming District Practices 
 

Date Tower Focus 

17-Jan-2026 19:30 – 21:00 
Sheldwich (8) 

 
Surprise Minor/Major 

21-Feb-2026 14:00 – 15:30 
Thanington (6) 

(to be confirmed) 
Plain Minor 

21-Mar-2026 14:00 – 15:30 
Sturry (6) 

 
Treble Bob Minor 

18-Apr-2026 19:30 – 21:00 Dover (8) 
Surprise Minor/Major 
 

16-May-2026 14:00 – 15:30 
Herne (8) 

(to be confirmed) 
Plain Major 

20-Jun-2026 14:00 – 15:30 
Lyminge (8) 
(to be confirmed) Stedman Triples 

25-Jul-2026 19:30 – 21:00 
Birchington (8) 
(to be confirmed) Surprise Minor/Major 

    Aug-2026  No Practice 

19-Sep-2026 14:00 – 15:30 
Northbourne (6) 
(to be confirmed) Stedman/Erin Doubles 

24-Oct-2026 19:30 – 21:00 
Throwley (8) 
(to be confirmed) Surprise Minor/Major 

21-Nov-2026 14:00 – 15:30 
Faversham (10) 
(to be confirmed) 10 bell practice 

     Dec-2026  No Practice 

16-Jan-2027 19:30 – 21:00 
Eastry (8) 
(to be confirmed) Surprise Minor/Major 

20-Feb-2027 14:00 – 15:30 
Chartham (6) 
(to be confirmed) Plain Minor 

20-Mar-2027 14:00 – 15:30 
Teynham (6) 
(to be confirmed) Treble Bob Minor 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

District Quarterly Meeting 

Saturday 10th January at Elham. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by tea, 
meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 7th January to 
book tea. 
 

District Surprise Practice 

Saturday 17th January at Sheldwich, from 7:30 to 9:00pm. This practice will focus on both Surprise Major and 
Surprise Minor ringing. If you are planning to attend, please let the Ringing Masters know what you can ring or 
are learning (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested. 
 

District Bye Meeting 

Saturday 14th February at Minster-in-Thanet. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, 
followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by 
Wednesday 11th February to book tea. 
 

District Plain Minor Practice 

Saturday 21st February at Thanington, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing 
Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested. 
 

District Call Change Competition 

Saturday 14th March at Goodnestone (tbc). Draw at 2:00pm, with competition ringing to start immediately 
thereafter. Service to take place when the competition ringing has concluded, followed by a short meeting and 
results. Rolling refreshments will be available during the competition. Please conta ct the Assistant Secretary 
(email: isobellegg@hotmail.com; telephone: 01227 264203) to enter, and email namesfortea@gmail.com to 
book tea, by Wednesday 11th March. 
 

District Treble Bob Minor Practice 

Saturday 21st March at Sturry, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing Masters 
(email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested. 
 

District Quarterly Meeting 

Saturday 11th April at Hernhill. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by tea, 
meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 8th April to book 
tea. 
 

mailto:namesfortea@gmail.com
mailto:canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk
mailto:namesfortea@gmail.com
mailto:canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk
mailto:isobellegg@hotmail.com
mailto:namesfortea@gmail.com
mailto:canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk
mailto:namesfortea@gmail.com

