ROUNDS & ABOUT

Tonbridge District Newsletter No.29 November 2025

Please send news and snippets (ringing related) to angelaclarkbuttons@btinternet.com

Training

THIRD SATURDAY TRAINING DAY JOHN HOWARD

As a new ringer with about eight sessions on
the rope | felt the need to consolidate what I'd
learned so, a little apprehensively, | took
myself along to a Saturday morning session
at Tonbridge for Basic Bell Handling. |
needn’t have worried — the friendly team
there helped me straighten out a few kinks in
my rope skills and provided some good tips
for me to carry forward in future

practice. Highly recommended for learners -
and the biscuits were a bonus!

Well known teachers Jen, Fran and David
with two of the learners, Abi King (Seal Chart)
and John Howard (Brenchley) with Alan
Dunster (Brenchley) there to pick up tips.

News
THE JIGSAW EVENT ANGELA CLARK

Off we went to Fordcombe Village Hall on
25" October to do Jigsaw Puzzles. We had
a real fun two hours in splendid
surroundings. There were 36 in groups of 4
busy scrabbling, drinking tea and eating
cakes. Emma Tamkin’s team were first to
finish with Caroline Levy-Cooper’s team and
Carolyne Sullivan’s team close behind. The
raffle netted £115 and ticket sales of £200.
A great afternoon.



mailto:angelaclarkbuttons@btinternet.com

...and the Wooden Spoon winners with the puzzle they eventually did.




ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING — CHEVENING ANGELA CLARK

There was a good turnout to sample these lovely bells on 4th October with ringing from 10 am
followed by the meeting held in the church. The local team, although with not enough members to
ring regularly, are famous for providing excellent refreshments for meetings and there was an ample
supply of tea, coffee and cakes.

Some of us were surprised that the traditional location for the catering (beside the West Door) had
been moved into the nave of the church, it was explained that the church had sold the sideboard
which was used for the catering facilities, so they had to make do with trestle tables. Due to the fact
that there is no water laid on to the church, flasks and canisters of water have to be brought in.

The “big house” next door is the official residence of the Foreign Secretary, but there was no sign
of David Lammy today listening to our ringing. There was plenty of evidence of security men, but
not nearly as many as when he and the Vice-President of the US fished in the lake round the corner.

Janice ensured that everyone got to ring on these light bells and Stan Jenner’s touch of Stedman
Triples was a joy to listen to. We rang Plain Hunt, Plain Bob and lots of Grandsire. The meeting
elected the committee for 2026 which retained some old faithful members and brought in Steve and
Carolyne Sullivan. Warm thanks were given to
Tessa and Mike Worthington and to both Emma ##
Tamkin and Deb Williams who are retiring.

The new members were welcomed: Cathy Bishop,
Goudhurst and Caroline Denbow, Brenchley. We
also welcomed Hilary Hewitt, Goudhurst and Sean
Heaver, Lamberhurst, both re-joining members.

Ray Taylor has now relinquished the organisation '
of the 120 Club — having clocked up a splendid 22
years in the post. He was sincerely thanked for his
work on the District’'s behalf. Responsibility for the
Club’s organisation will now be taken over by Steve |
Sullivan

DISTRICT PRACTICE - 1ST NOVEMBER - AT LAMBERHURST

13 ringers attended the November District practice at Lamberhurst. Ringing ranged from bell-
handling through rounds. Plain hunt, Mexican wave, Bob Doubles, St Clements and others to
London/Cambridge/London followed by coffee and cakes. A good morning.

PLANS FOR TUNBRIDGE WELLS ANGELA CLARK

The bells at Tunbridge Wells have only been rung once each month for some time, but that does
not mean they have been forgotten! Quotations have been obtained for a refurbishment and fund
raising will soon begin in earnest. The difficulty being it may well be at least a year until any work
can begin. Tessa is “on the case” and more news as soon as we have any.



120 CLUB - OCTOBER DRAW

1 £40 40 | Gordon Bubb Hadlow
2 £30 60 | Chris Horseman Speldhurst
3 £20 97 | Janice Byrne Penshurst

120 CLUB — NOVEMBER DRAW

1 £20 98 Phil Jones Sevenoaks
2 £15 37 Ann Jenner Hadlow
3 £10 118 Kate Hargrave Penshurst

120 CLUB - if you would like to join, and win prizes, please contact Steve
Sullivan email ssullivan1@btinternet.com

Forthcoming Events

RINGING, MEETING FRIENDS, EATING MINCE PIES - WHAT'’S NOT TO LIKE?

Please come along to the last
District event for 2025 at BRASTED
on Saturday 6" December 4pm to
6pm

Letter from America

BELLS OF NORTH AMERICA NICK FULFORD

North America is large and diverse, but hosts 56 sets of change ringing bells. See if you can work
out the clues to 16 locations across the US and Canada. Most of them are names of cities where
you can find some of these bells, but some are more specific locations or names given to
particular bells.

You may find a few hints in here if you know, or can find out the state slogan written on car license
plates as you travel from state to state, or province to province.



ACROSS

3. Arriving here, you would use the airport with the most runways in the world
9. | haven’t been rung since 1846 (7,4)

10. Circular ring of ten in the Gloria in Excelsis tower. Sits atop another 53 bells from John Taylor..
11. First and last syllable make a child’s buzzy musical instrument. Home to Bell's brewery.
12. Paul Revere rang here

14. While | breathe, | hope | can dance this in Runnin' Wild..

15. Parlez vous Francais? Je me Souviens!

DOWN

1. Only set of bells in the Sunshine State

2. A Space City with three rings of eight.

4. British bicycle maker, First in Flight

5. Rhymes with Calvary

6. Named after both states its host city is attached to

7. What a familiar county! But this city is in the Constitution State

8. City formerly known as York, which is Yours to Discover.

10. Scene of many a crash, but not from the twelve bells (4,6)

13. An English cathedral design, with English redundant bells, part of the US since 1959.

BELLS OF NORTH AMERICA
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Answers below



Tail end
GEORGE FORMBY COMES TO TONBRIDGE ANGELA CLARK

The windows in Tonbridge Ringing Chamber have not been
cleaned in living memory. Steve Sullivan offered to bring
along the Windolene and perform a George Formby act to
brighten us all up. This task was undertaken by climbing on a
box on the bench. Watching him was terrifying, but he made
it look easy. What a splendid job he did! The difference was
amazing. He did, however, have to throw the cloth away it

was so filthy.
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