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Dear All 
 
Welcome to the 200th issue of the 
Newsletter!  With four issues per 
year I imagine it must have 
started sometime in the 1970s 
when cut & paste meant literally 
using scissors and glue.  If you 
have any early issues hiding 
anywhere please let us know! 
  
To mark this momentous 
milestone we look back through 
50 years of the District Call 
Change competition. Who knew 
that the idea for it started way 
back in 1974? 
 
In this issue we also profile yours 
truly, and there are reports of 
various outings, events and teas 
across the district. 
 

Toby 
 

Toby Huitson 
KCACR Canterbury District 
Newsletter Editor 

Cover image  

St Nicholas at Wade. Photo: Toby 
Huitson. June’s Bye meeting is the 

first to be held there since July 
2022. Fun fact: The band won 3rd 

place in the first ever Call Change 
Competition in 1975 behind St 

Stephen’s Canterbury, who will 
host the July Quarterly meeting. 
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Chairman’s Message 
 
Hello, 
 
Happy Easter to everyone – I hope that the consumption of copious quantities of chocolate doesn’t 
interfere too much with ringing activities! It was really wonderful to have eleven towers enter our 
annual District Call Change Competition, held this year at Littlebourne and won by St Stephen’s, 
Canterbury for the fourth year running. We also visited Elham and Minster-in-Thanet for our District 
Meetings in January and February, as well as holding three District Practices – I hope everyone who 
attended one or more District events in the last quarter enjoyed themselves. Congratulations also go 
to our Canterbury District team who successfully defended the KCACR Young Ringers’ Inter-District 
Striking Competition trophy – please continue reading this Newsletter to find out more! 
 
Keeping the focus for the moment on competitions, our District Method Striking Competition is of 
course coming up in May. Having had eleven teams enter the Call Change Competition, it would be 
great to see as many or more towers enter this competition! Please remember that we have relaxed 
an eligibility rule so that participants have to be ‘regular ringers’ at the tower they are representing 
rather than ‘regular Sunday service ringers’ – we hope that this change may make it easier for some 
towers to participate. 
 
Having just had the Association Annual General Meeting, which was held on Easter Monday as usual, 
I look forward to seeing Canterbury District members at Hernhill for our next Quarterly Meeting! 
 
Best regards, 
 

Ben 
 
Benjamin Legg 
KCACR Canterbury District Chairman 
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Secretary’s Message 
 
Hi All, 
 
I hope you’ve all had a good start to the year and have been able to get out ringing lots over the past 
few months. 
 
It’s been great to see strong support for District events so far this year, with well-attended meetings at 
Elham and Minster-in-Thanet, along with a number of District Practices. Thank you to everyone who 
has hosted, organised, and taken part – these events only work because of the continued effort 
across our towers. 
 
Congratulations to all those who took part in the District Call Change Competition at Littlebourne, 
and particularly to St Stephen’s, Canterbury on their win. It was encouraging to see such a high 
number of entries, and hopefully we can carry that momentum into the upcoming Method Striking 
Competition in May. As Ben has mentioned, the relaxed eligibility rules should make it easier for more 
towers to take part, so do consider entering if you can. 
 
A personal highlight for me this quarter was seeing Canterbury District successfully defend the 
KCACR Young Ringers’ Inter-District Striking Competition trophy – a fantastic achievement and great 
to see the strength of ringing coming through in the next generation. 
 
A reminder to please let me know in good time if you have any ringers ready for election to the 
Association, so certificates can be prepared ahead of meetings. They also need to have their 
competency to ring rounds and lower a bell validated by a District Officer in advance of being elected 
so do reach out to one of our District Committee Members for assistance with this – you’ll find 
contact information later on in this newsletter. It was great to welcome eight new members to the 
Association in the last quarter! 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the upcoming meetings and around the District over the 
coming months. 
 

Adam 
 
Adam Moore 
KCACR Canterbury District Secretary 
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District Ringing Review – Jan-Mar 2026 
 
January – Quarterly Meeting: (Elham) there was a strong turnout for the afternoon ringing seeing up 
to 30 present, making us glad the Elham ringing room had ample space.  There were quite a few 
present who were due to be elected members which was very encouraging.  We hope they enjoyed 
their ringing and will continue to join us at future meetings.  Plain Rounds and Rounds and Call 
Changes featured throughout the afternoon giving newcomers a chance to settle in but we also rang a 
range of methods from Plain Hunt Triples through to Stedman Triples.  Unfortunately an attempt at a 
half-course of Cambridge Surprise Major came to grief as did a later attempt at St Clements Major – 
so we had to settle for Little Bob Major as our 8-bell method of the afternoon. 

The evening ringing had a slower start, so we filled in with some Rounds and Call Changes on 6 and a 
touch of Cambridge Surprise Minor.  Numbers attending lifted to 9 and we were able to ring Rounds 
and Call Changes on 8 and a touch of Grandsire Triples before finishing the evening with the half 
course of Cambridge Surprise Major that had eluded us during the afternoon. 

(Rounds, Rounds+Call Changes, Grandsire 5, Plain Hunt 7, Grandsire 7, Stedman 7, Little Bob 8.  

Rounds+Call Changes, Cambridge S 6 [touch], Grandsire 7 [touch], Cambridge S 8 [½ course])  

January – Surprise Practice: (Sheldwich) a good turn-out for this practice, 13 had registered but two 
had to pull out due to illness – but we benefited from 4 additional ringers on the night.  For Surprise 
Minor there was strong interest in touches of Norwich S 6 and we also managed a course of London S 
6.  For Surprise Major we covered Cambridge, Yorkshire and Superlative. 

(Norwich 6 [plain course, touches], London 6, Cambridge 8, Yorkshire 8, Superlative 8)  

February – Bye Meeting: (Minster) the challenging bells (if you know, you know) might have put a few 
people off as only 13 ventured up the tower for afternoon ringing and not enough to form a band were 
interested in continuing with evening ringing.  Despite the challenge we managed several Doubles 
methods in addition to Rounds, and Round + Call Changes.  We had a couple of unsuccessful rings 
but generally everyone did well all things considered. 

(Rounds, Rounds+Call Changes, Plain Bob 5 [plain course, touch], Grandsire 5 [pc’s & touches], St 
Simon’s 5, Stedman 5 [touch], Spliced St Simon’s+St Martin’s+St Osmund’s+Eynesbury 5.)  

February – Plain Minor Practice: (Thanington) 11 had registered for this practice (including 6 helpers) 
with interest in touches of Plain Bob 6, Little Bob 6, Splicing Plain and Little Bob 6, and St Clements 6.  
We opened with a couple of touches of Plain Bob 6 which was followed by a couple of goes at Little 
Bob 6 (ringing two plain courses each time).  We did a touch of Plain and Little Bob 6 spliced followed 
by another couple of plain courses of Little Bob 6.  We had another touch of Plain and Little Bob 6 
spliced before moving on to St Clements 6 where we rang a plain course then a touch.  We just had 
enough time to fit in a course of Double Oxford Bob 6 before we ran out of time. 
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(Plain Bob 6 [touches], Little Bob 6 [pc], Plain Bob+Little Bob 6 spliced [touch], St Clements 6 [pc, 
touch, Double Oxford Bob 6 [pc].) 

March – Call Change Competition: This is reported elsewhere. 

March – Treble Bob Minor Practice: (Sturry) we had 9 register for this practice (including 4 helpers) 
and further benefited from 3 experienced local ringers attending.  Our ‘novices’ ranged from ‘ringing 
first blows in the method’ to those reacquainting themselves with the method.  Most interest was in 
Kent Treble Bob and that was the main focus of the afternoon.  We started by getting everyone 
through a plain course of Kent then for the second round the more confident ringers rang a touch 
whilst others built their experience with another Plain course.  With time rapidly running out we just 
managed to squeeze in a course of Oxford Treble Bob. 

(Kent TB 6 [plain courses, touches], Oxford TB 6 [plain course]) 

 

Thank you to all those who have supported District Ringing and District Practices over this quarter, it 
has been a positive start to the year.  For those who have recently joined the Association (or have not 
attended a meeting before) the ringing caters for all levels of experience and is an opportunity for you 
to meet and ring with other members.  Please do remember to respond to the notices about the 
District Practices, letting the District Ringing Masters know if you are planning to come.  As always do 
let us know if there is something you would like to ring at meetings – if we have the band we will do our 
best to accommodate requests.  

 

Stuart Palin & Jim Attwood  

Canterbury District Ringing Masters 

email: CanterburyRingingMaster@kcacr.org.uk 
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Saturday Ringers’ Spring Outing 
 

On February 28th rather than hold our normal 
mixed practice at Eastry, a small Spring outing 
was arranged.  11 Ash, 4 Sandwich, two Gt. 
Mongeham, and two Monday morning practice 
ringers  were joined by our dear friends, Jane, Len, 
Andy and John, together with Sue, Peter and Ray, 
our non-ringing supporters. 
  
We were met by Tim at Birchington, the first tower 
of the day. With Len in charge and myself 
controlling the traffic, the little 8 were an 
experience for most as the ladder up to the bells 

is something most had never come across before. All stays remained intact with lots of rounds rung. 
 
 

 Whose rear is this? asks Marilyn.  Not mine, I didn’t go up!   
 
At  Westgate we were met by Steve. The nice little six were put to 
use under the guidance of Jane. More rounds and a nice course of 
Cambridge Minor was rung. All of us were envious of the nicely- 
carpeted belfry. Food for thought at Ash! 
  
 

At Margate, 
we were met 
by Simon.  
On entering 
the church there was a surprise. Although not 
arranged for our outing, the Saturday soup 
kitchen was in full swing. This enabled those 
who wanted to have a coffee. The heavy 8 bells 
with their long draft were taken on with gusto. 
Lots more rounds and some Plain Bob Doubles 
with a 7-6-8 cover were rung here.  Elaine 
spotted her name on a peal board some 60 
years prior, ringing with the Dadds and the late 

Rev Stanley Evans. She took a photo, to show her family, and reminisce of her days in Thanet at 
Teacher Training college.  
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At our last tower, St. Peter’s, we were met by Felicity. These bells are made for easy ringing. Under 
Len’s guidance, there were lots of rounds, Plain hunt on seven and Grandsire Triples. Elaine after 
such a long break from ringing hunted the treble exceedingly well to a touch of Grandsire Triples.  
 
Well done to everyone that joined the spring fourth Saturday outing. It was an enjoyable long morning.  
The following photo is something that is never tiring to look at and couldn’t have been excluded from 
this report. Thanks to Chris for his photography. 
 

Thanks to Jane, Len, Andy and John; their care 
and encouragement that they continue to give 
all of our new ringers is very much appreciated.  
Goodbyes were said to those that were not 
joining a late lunch at Luigi’s in Sandwich. 18 
ringers and partners sat down to a really good 
Italian meal - thanks to Helen for organising and 
liaising with Luigi’s. A fitting end to a successful 
spring outing. 
 

Our next fourth Saturday practice at Eastry after 28th March will be 25th April. Meet at 10am until 12 
noon. Please put the dates in your diaries.  
 

Marilyn 
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Cake Inspector’s Crumbs – Early 2026 
 
Elham, 10 Jan. A combined effort with thanks to the committee for providing the refreshments today, 
comprising a selection of savouries and treats. There were iced bath buns, different types of cookies, 
marble cake and chocolate rice crispies fingers, not to mention coffee cake and more besides.  
 
Minster, 14 Feb (Valentine’s Day) A great selection made by the committee’s fair hands, with a 
Valentine’s Day theme. Egg mayo and cress baguette slices, sandwiches, crisps, decorated 
shortbread hearts, lemon drizzle sponge with lovehearts, and other delights decorated with freeze -
dried strawberries (see below). 
 

                             
 
 
Littlebourne, 14 March. A lovely tea with many goodies, from wotsits and cheese rolls to sandwiches 
and several different types of cakes including a very good coffee & walnut cake which by popular 
consent was voted today’s star bake. Jam and cream scones added a touch of luxury in Lent.  
 
A warm thank-you to all who have provided the teas this quarter. 
 

The Cake Inspector 
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The Sheldwich Project 
 

For the past six weeks, 12 year-five 
Sheldwich Primary School pupils have been 
learning to ring at St James’, Sheldwich. We 
have a further four weeks to go to complete 
the first part of the plan . . .  

Following a Ringing-Experience Session for 
the whole of year 5 at the beginning of the 
year, there was a superabundance of 
enthusiasm among pupils, with many 
expressions of interest in taking matters 
further. With this in mind a cunning plan was 
devised. 

With the whole-hearted support and assistance of The Head, Mrs S. Garrett, ‘Ringing Club’ took its 
place among the many school club offerings usually enjoyed by pupils on Monday afternoons in terms 
3 and 4. I limited our capacity to just 12 participants and all the places were snapped up.  The aim 
swiftly became the training of pupils to ring for their own school services, routinely held in the church.  

Each Monday, Mrs Garrett walks the children over to the church and I, along with four of our local 
team (Sue Smart, Mike Smart, Annette Garner, John Garner) conduct ‘Ringing School’! Six pupils 
explore bell theory and the naming of parts whilst learning, performing, and composing call-changes 
on chime bars whilst the other six are up the tower learning bell-handling. Then it’s all change (pardon 
the pun) and the two teams swap over. 

We have the school Easter Service in our sights, when all 12 young ringers will team up with their 
teachers to ring backstroke rounds and call-changes. The beauty of an open gallery means, of course, 
that all this will be on full view for the delight of parents, teachers and pupils alike. Especially lovely is 
the fact that the whole school will be walking through Church Wood on the way to the service to the 
resounding accompaniment of bells being rung by their fellow pupils for the first time in living hist ory! 

Plans to take this further are under discussion and, going forward it is likely that these same pupils 
will be enabled to join our usual adult practice on Thursday afternoons to continue their training. Then 
they can really experience what it’s like to be part of the Band. Exciting!  Watch this space . . . 

 

Paul Evans 
Tower Captain, Sheldwich and Selling 
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Canterbury District Characters… 

 

 
 
 
How did you get into ringing? 
 
I grew up opposite a Grade I listed medieval church near Bedford and first became conscious of bells 
when listening to them from my bedroom window as a small boy. The ringing practice would end at 
9pm which was well after my bedtime, but in the summer it would still be light  and sunny, which was 
a good reason to stay up and listen! I found it interesting when one bell sometimes kept ringing after 
the others had stopped, and I liked guessing how many more times it would continue to ring, not 
realising it was actually a mistake!  I also noticed the different sound of the bells when ringing down 
and sounding closer together, then a short gap, then a final ring down the scale before silence 
returned, and it was time for them (and me) to call it a day.   
 
As an 11-year old I saw a poster at the church promoting bellringing and expressed an interest in 
having a go, but despite being quite tall for my age I was told by Mum that I was far too young to be out 
and about doing such things and that it was far too dangerous!  Neither of us had any idea that young 
children often learn to ring, and so the idea lay dormant. We had previously been on holiday to Kent in 
the Tonbridge area, visiting Chartwell and Hever Castle, though we hadn’t got  much further east.  
Eight years later at the age of 19 I came to Canterbury to read History at the University of Kent.  
 
About a year after I graduated I was back home visiting and there was a ringing exhibition on in the 
church with illustrations of handstrokes and backstrokes, which rekindled my early curiosity in 
ringing. I was lodging at the time with Ruth and Donald near St Stephens, where I had been in the choir 
as an undergraduate. Suddenly a metaphorical light went on above my head. I was often taking phone 
messages about ringing, there were models of bells on the piano and bells adorning the front porch.  If 
this wasn’t a good time to have a go, then when would be? I tentatively mentioned the idea of having a 
go to Ruth and in no time at all I was on a tied bell, and the rest, they say, is history. 
 
 

Toby Huitson, 

Newsletter Editor and 

organist, shares some 

reflections about his 

ringing journey…   
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Ringing at St Stephen’s 
 
Once I could handle a bell, Ruth encouraged me to go to other towers and try different bells. One time 
I went to Sturry and rang the tenor behind to Stedman, and I felt very proud about taking part in an 
advanced method!  I often went to the Sturry practice the year I lived at Broad Oak (I wonder if they still 
attempt Grandsire Extreme?) as well as Wickhambreaux with lifts from Valerie in the early days, and to 
Petham & Waltham once I had my own transport, the blue 2CV which you may have seen at meetings. 
One time I was on holiday in Lincoln and I got a grab on the Cathedral bells. Ruth assured me they would 
be delighted to have guest ringers in August and so I tentatively presented myself on the night. I was 
just about able to handle a bell in rounds. I needed a bit of rescuing once or twice, but the important 
thing was that I told them that I was a beginner in advance so it didn’t cause a problem.  
 
After a year or two the idea of attending a district event came up. The 
conversation went something like this: 
 

Ruth: How would you like to come along to a District meeting? 
Toby: I might do... What happens? 
Ruth: Oh, you can ring different bells, there’s a short service and a 
meeting… 
Toby: Maybe… (still unconvinced…) 
Ruth: (with a twinkle in her eye) There’s tea! With home-made cakes, 
as much as you can eat… 
Toby: Put my name down immediately! 

 
 
My favourite (and least favourite) methods 
 
I find Stedman a lot more logical and easier to understand than Grandsire; at one point I could quite 
happily ring a bob course of Stedman Caters but would go to pieces in Grandsire Doubles! It is a running 
joke at St Stephens that whenever Grandsire Triples is announced, Jane always tags it provocatively 
with ‘… Toby’s favourite method!!’. Mental arithmetic was never my strongest suit (I was usually the last 
kid at school still standing in the times tables test), so skipping forwards on the blue line while double-
dodging, not to mention negotiating the three different types of thirds (early, unaffected and long) 
and/or going into the hunt (the one you often forget, a bit like the green square on a roulette wheel) 
caused me no end of confusion. Cold sweat, that sinking feeling, a completely blank mind… it was just 
like the school maths tests. However, I did finally get a quarter peal of Grandsire doubles a year or two 
ago, which for me was quite an achievement. 
 
For a time I was honoured to be a junior member at the Cathedral, which allowed me to ring on higher 
numbers. However, I found the (then very new) ropes even on the lighter bells challenging to manage 
comfortably. I went on at least one Cathedral outing, although even the basic warm-up touches (eg. 
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Bob minor) were on the outer edge of what I could manage! I eventually decided that diplomacy was 
the better part of valour and now just attend occasionally as a guest. At one point my attendance at St 
Stephen’s was in the top three, although returning to Uni to do a Masters and then PhD in medieval 
architecture meant that I was now working to a different rhythm.  I now usually make around 3 practices 
a month, and more or less all of the District meetings. They are an excellent way to explore an 
interesting church in detail, try some different bells, and of course enjoy the refreshments. The summer 
meetings at countryside churches like Teynham for me are quintessentially English and close to 
perfection - there’s simply no better way to spend a sunny summer afternoon with medieval 
architecture, bells, good friends and cake. 
 

I ring about 10 quarter peals per year. My first 
quarter was half-muffled for Remembrance, 
when the tenor muffle slipped half-way through 
and started sounding on both strokes. While I 
don’t claim to have a vast repertoire of methods, 
or hundreds of quarter peals to my name, I have 
been quite successful in competitions. There 
was a memorable call-change competition at 
Sandwich when the team consisted of Donald, 
Jane, myself, Jamie Carmichael, Richard Harris 
and one other, possibly Jacob King. Apart from 
Donald, the rest of us at that time were all under 

35 and a third of the team were under 15! I was put on a different bell at the last minute and due to 
unfamiliarity with the changes accidentally made a head-on crunch with another bell at one point, but 
I was so determined to make up for it that I rang the rest of the piece really accurately and we ended up 
winning. The band in recent years has a very good record.  Winning the striking competition at Monkton 
a couple of years ago and wrestling the cup away from our old rivals St Dunstan’s was something to 
celebrate, and we even went on to win the countywide method competition. I think that listening and 
feeling the rhythm are key. When everyone’s doing that, it settles and interlocks. 
 
Although not from a ringing family, I have a younger sister, Araminta, who has really been bitten by the 
ringing bug. In just a couple of years she has progressed to ring many different methods and more than 
one peal, which is far more than I’ve done, though I can at least claim credit for getting her interested!  
She lives and rings in central London. We are very much town mouse and country mouse; I am creative 
and work in the Cathedral Archives, whereas she works in the business world in the bright lights of the 
City and is very mathematical. She tells her corporate chums about her brother who has a 2CV and they 
are all wowed. I, however, get the satisfaction of handling medieval documents and preserving 
precious sound recordings on obscure tape formats.  Who else gets to do that – and still has time to 
grow their own vegetables?!  
 

Toby  
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KCACR Young Ringers’ Inter-District  

Striking Competition 2026 
 

On Saturday 7th March, the annual KCACR Young 
Ringers’ Inter-District Striking Competition took 
place, and what an amazing afternoon it was! The 
sheer amount of organising that it took must have 
been immense, so I would like to thank Benjamin 
Legg for organising the two practices at Sturry and 
Jen Thomas for organising the majority of the 
afternoon and the towers, so I am very grateful for 
both of you. I would also like to thank all of the 
towers that invited us in to ring their bells and all of 
the people who let us in, so thank you to them as 
well. It is really appreciated by all of us. 
 
For us Canterbury folk, it all started at our practice 
in Sturry. It was lovely to see some people who have 
rung with me before and some new faces too. The 
decision of call changes was made, and the ringers 
were appointed a bell each. In our one-hour slot, we 
managed to achieve some rather good ringing, and 
it was thoroughly enjoyed by all of us. 
 

The next practice was also at Sturry, and the ringing 
was improved and we built up confidence.  
 
Soon the big day came around, and we all arrived at 
Kingsnorth and we were lucky enough to get the 
opportunity to practise at the test tower as we were 
second in line for ringing. The overall quality of the 
practice was very good and well enjoyed. After a quick 
lunch at the pub, we headed back up the hill to begin 
the test piece, and after a quick practice, we began. It 
was so much fun and there wasn’t really anything to be 
nervous about seeing as we’d practiced so much. 
 
After our test piece, we went off to several different towers and had an enjoyable afternoon doing 
some quality ringing. 
 

James Carter outside Ashford church 

James Carter and Benjamin Legg looking down 

from Kingsnorth’s glazed gallery 
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Very soon it was time for tea and results. There 
was a great selection of cake and the 
millionaires’ shortbread was absolutely 
delectable. Then the two judges came in, and it 
went (almost) silent. They gave their comments 
about the team and then the anticipation was 
on; it was time for the results. As each team’s 
place was announced, our team was getting 
more and more excited. We didn’t come third. 
We didn’t come second. We came first! What a 
stunning result! Much celebration was enjoyed 
afterwards, and we all went home feeling on top 
of the world. 

Thank you again to all of the organisers for putting 
together a wonderful afternoon and I hope I get invited 
back to do it all again next year! 
 

James Carter 

 (aged 11) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Carter outside Kingsnorth church 

Charles Sinden presenting the trophy to the 

Canterbury District team 

The winning team 

(from left to right) 

Emily Higgs, 

Edward Hunter, 

Andrew Meyer 

(conductor), James 

Carter, Florence 

Kendrew, Freddie 

Symkiss 
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50 years of the Call Change Competition 
 

A 3-day working week, an energy shortage and an oil crisis. No, this isn’t a current affairs article but 
1974 did have many challenges similar to today, although thankfully we don’t have inflation running at 
17.2%. Ceefax (an information system on the TV, a precursor to the internet) also started up and there 
were not one but two general elections that year (one can only dream…) More importantly from a ringing 
perspective, 1974 was the year it was decided to hold a District call change competition. The first one 
took place just over 50 years ago in 1975. Since there were no competitions in 2020-22, the fiftieth is 
yet to happen (due next year) so the present time being the 200th Newsletter seems like a good time to 
mark its half-centenary. Some of the historical details are lost in the mists of time, but there’s enough 
clear to observe some general trends. 

The leading tower, St Stephen’s Canterbury, has won about 22 times, which is an average of over 2 in 5 
events across the entire series. However, after winning in the 2nd year in 1976 and twice in the early 
1980s, there would be a 15-year gap after 1982 with the next victory not arriving until 1997. The tower 
has been dominant since then, winning around 70% of recent competitions. 

Looking at locations, Petham hosted the first ever competition in 1975 and then again in 1985, 1992, 
2002, 2007, and 2012. 2026 was Littlebourne’s 5 th time as host venue. Preston has hosted 4 times 
(1976, 1984, 1987 and 1995) though not since.  Several towers have only hosted the competition once 
(for instance, All Saints’ Whitstable, St Stephen’s Canterbury and Birchington), the latter two probably 
because 8-bell towers are not the most obvious choice for a 6-bell competition!  

The number of teams entering has fluctuated over the years. At most, 13 teams took part in 1994 at 
Chislet, 1999 at Goodnestone and 2005 at Sturry, and 10 (or more) teams competed in four consecutive 
events in the golden years of the early 80s. Conversely, and perhaps surprisingly, the mid-2010s were 
the famine years.  Until 2012 (with the exceptions of 1976, 1978 and 1987 when only 5 teams entered), 
there had been at least 6 bands.  However, only 3 teams contested the trophy in 2012 at Petham, 2015 
at Sturry and 2017 at Great Mongeham. This was the low point in a general dip: in the decade between 
2007 and 2018 there were only four years when entries exceeded 5 teams. 2026 was only the third 
occasion in the competition’s history when precisely 11 teams took part, the others being 1993 and 
2004. 

As we all know, it’s not the winning, it’s the taking part that counts (at least that’s what I told myself in 
2019 when someone other than St Stephens last won…)  Lyminge were 2nd or 3rd several times in the 
90s, and twice again runners-up in the 2010s. Chilham last featured in the top three in 2000, although 
some information is missing from the noughties. St Alphege Whitstable won the first competition and 
were runners-up three times in the following five years, but with a gap until recent times. Eastry were 
1st and 3rd back in 1978-79, while Elham (2nd in 1992) and Chislet (3rd in 1994) have both featured only 
once on the podium, all a witness perhaps to happier days with stronger bands now long gone.  

With thanks to Adam Moore for compiling the information overleaf. Toby (Editor) 
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2026 Call Change Competition Results 
 
The ravening hordes of the Canterbury District descended in vast numbers upon St Vincent’s church in 
sleepy Littlebourne on Saturday 14th March. Never in living memory had such competitive fervour been 
on display. Fortunately, the teapots were deployed from the outset and a little later Chris and his team 
produced the sandwiches and cakes, which kept everyone grazing happily throughout the afternoon.  

Eleven teams had entered the District Call Change Competition and so a prompt start was essential. 
As the judges - Callum Clarke from the Maidstone District and Mark Chittenden-Pile from the Ashford 
District - settled themselves with their tick-sheets in an appropriate open-air location, the draw was 
conducted with due solemnity and battle commenced. The first-floor ringing room, with its see-through 
balcony, gave the ringers a wonderful view of the rest of the church but those waiting down below had 
to be reminded to converse in low voices so that the calls and bells could be clearly heard. The weather 
looked set fair at first and some decided to take a turn around the churchyard but, as the fifth team 
made ready to begin, a hailstorm suddenly launched a vicious attack and the judges were obliged to 
run for shelter under a nearby roof to carry on with their work. After a short hiatus, the remaining teams 
proceeded to ring their test pieces. Rain and hail continued on and off.  

Naturally, with so many teams taking part, the rest of the afternoon’s programme was considerably 
delayed. The organist was unfortunately unable to stay but Toby heroically stood in. The vicar, Rev 
Lesley Hardy, went home and came back again later to lead the service, a few moments of calm 
reflection amid the general hubbub. Fortunately there was a very little other business on the agenda so 
the slightly damp judges finally emerged to give the all-important results.  

Here are the teams in order of ringing, with ringers pictured left to right from treble to tenor, followed by 
the judges’ comments.  

 

Team 1 – Ash-next-Sandwich 

Marilyn Barden (Captain), Susan 
Leigh, Robert Pilcher, Chris Powdrill, 
Malcolm Barden and Nigel Miller; 
changes called by Stuart Palin. 

The team made a confident start, 
ringing was lively with a good beat. 
The tenor was occasionally slow and 
most of the faults were incurred by 
dropped backstroke leads.  
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Team 2 – St Peter’s-in-Thanet B 

Jessica Minards, Sue Bones, Belinda Moyna, 
Lloyd Stickels, Simon Friend (Captain) and Claire 
Woods 

Slower ringing, although leading was rushed at 
times. The tenor was sometimes slow, most 
faults were incurred at backstroke. There were 
some major faults later on but ringing picked up 
towards the end. 

 

 

 

Team 3 – St Peter-in-Thanet A 

Dawn Minards, Felicity Lewis, Debra Stickels, 
Gwenno Jones, Sarat White (Captain) and Chris 
Woods. 

Ringing was uneven at times, with some good 
bits. The tenor was occasionally late and the 
changes were not always clean but the ringers 
kept it going. 

 

 

 

Team 4 – St Laurence-in-Thanet 

Gill Robinson, Debbie Aris, Sally Bullock, Karen 
Finch, Freda Parker (Captain) and John Paramor 

There was general unevenness and some gaps, 
where hesitations led to unclean changes but the 
ringing improved and settled towards the end.  
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Team 5 – Sandwich 

Dylan Thorley, Jan Raes (Captain), Sue Levett, 
Stephen Kirkpatrick, Bruce Williams and Martin 
Thorley 

Ringing was confident. There were some 
hesitations with a crunch in the middle but 
overall pleasant to listen to. 

 

 

 

 

Team 6 – Sheldwich 

Paul Evans (Captain), Sue Smart, Catherine Lee, Jane 
Wibrew, David O’Carroll and Mike Smart  

Ringing started well. The tenor was slow and most 
faults were incurred through dropped backstrokes. 
Major faults came in the second part.  

 

 

 

 

Team 7 – Ospringe  

Emma Farmer, Adam Moore (Captain), James 
Carter, Brian Coleman, Stuart Palin and Simon 
Wolfe 

Pleasant, even ringing. Some faults incurred 
later on but ringing improved again at the end. 
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Team 8 – Faversham  

Juliet Thomas, Freddie Symkiss, Florence 
Kendrew, Liz Symkiss, Karen Leigh and Jim 
Attwood (Captain) 

 

Ringing was fairly even and steady but became 
uneven particularly when the back bells were 
leading. 

 

 

Team 9 – St Stephen’s, Canterbury  

Jane Huxley (Captain), Jane Duckworth, Toby 
Huitson, Claire Stay, Paul Davis and Adam 
Redgwell 

 

Team made a strong start. There were gaps in 
some rows but the ringing generally remained 
pleasant to listen to with an even beat. 

 

 

 

Team 10 – Lyminge  

 

Nicky West, Liz Shearman, Miranda Weller, Ro 
Edmond (Captain), Wendy Rogers and Steve 
Popple 

Ringing pleasant to listen to. The tenor was slow at 
handstroke and there were a few uneven patches. 
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Team 11 – St Dunstan’s, Canterbury  

Leanne Jones (not pictured), John Haimes, 
Damien Fassenfelt, Jacob Dilnutt, Len Huckstep 
(Captain) and Andy Brett 

There were some gaps in the middle of the rows 
and the leading was sometimes rushed. Most 
faults were incurred when the back bells were 
leading. 

 

 

The final standings were: 

 1st  St Stephen’s Canterbury 91% 

 2nd  Ospringe   85% 

 3rd  St Dunstan’s Canterbury 82% 

 4th  Ash-next-Sandwich  81% 

 5th  Faversham   79% 

6th Sandwich   78% 

7th  Lyminge   76% 

8th  Sheldwich   68% 

9th  St Laurence-in-Thanet 60% 

10th  St Peter-in-Thanet B  55% 

11th  St Peter-in-Thanet A  45% 

 

The Jim Luck Cup was presented, once again, to the victorious St Stephen’s team and the judges were 
thanked for their marathon effort, contending with both rain and hail in the course of their deliberations. 
It was gratifying to discover that 13 ringers had taken part in their first competition today. There were a 
good few young ringers participating and the oldest participants were in their eighties. Also a few ringers 
who were not yet members of the KCACR were eager to be elected after all the excitement.  All members 
of all eleven teams are to be congratulated for their efforts. The atmosphere in the ringing room was 
supportive and encouraging and everyone tried their best. What a fantastic competition!  

Isobel Legg 
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Meeting Minutes 
 

The KCACR Canterbury District 
Quarterly meeting 

Saturday 10th January 2026 at St Mary the Virgin, Elham 
 
Ringing began at 2pm under the guidance of ringing master Stuart Palin. The Service at 3.30pm was 
conducted by Rev Carol Bates with Toby Huitson playing the organ. Tea was served in the Church by 
the Elham ringers and District Committee. 
 

1. Welcome Ben Legg opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to Elham. 
 

2. Apologies for absence were received from Jane Huxley, Tony Martin, Claire Wood, Phil 
Elderton, Dawn Minard, Elaine Hartnell, John Paramor, Mick Cairns, Dennis Brandrick, Gill 
Robinson, Malcolm Story, Sally-Ann Bullock, Karen Finch, Emma Carter, Tim Carter, James 
Carter 

 
3. Minutes of previous meetings as included in the newsletter, were taken as read on a proposal 

from Adam Moore seconded by Freda Parker. 
 

4. Matters Arising. There were no matters arising. 
 

5. Collection. The collection amounted to £43.10 which will be given to St Mary the Virgin, Elham 
 

6. Election of new members The following 8 members were proposed for membership of the 
association: 

 
Jake Hickford, Ashley Miles and Grace Miles from St Laurence in Thanet were proposed by 
Freda Parker and seconded by Debbie Aris 
Mandy Pickles and Liz McNaughton from Dover were proposed by Sophie Page and 
seconded by Peter Dale 
Chris Wood from St Peter in Thanet was proposed by Simon Lovelock and seconded by 
Felicity Lewis 
Miranda Weller from Lyminge was proposed by Ian Dodd and seconded by Arthur King 
Florence Kendrew from Faversham was proposed by Jim Attwood and seconded by Adam 
Moore 
 
They were elected by the members present and welcomed to the association. 
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7. Presentation of Certificates.  
There were no certificates to present, all new members were presented with 2025 handbooks.  
There had been a delay in receiving the certificates for today; the chairman gave his apologies 
and said it was a good reason for new members to come to a future meeting. 
 

8. Forthcoming Events: 
 
Ben Legg and Jim Attwood gave details of the following forthcoming events: 
 
District Surprise Practice 
Saturday 17th January at Sheldwich, from 7:30 to 9:00pm. This practice will focus on both 
Surprise Major and Surprise Minor ringing. If you are planning to attend, please let the Ringing 
Masters know what you can ring or are learning (email: 
canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested.  
 
District Bye Meeting 
Saturday 14th February at Minster-in-Thanet. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 
3:30pm, followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email 
namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 11th February to book tea. 
 
District Plain Minor Practice 
Saturday 21st February at Thanington (tbc), from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please 
contact the Ringing Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation 
of £1 per attendee is requested. 
 
District Call Change Competition 
Saturday 14th March at a venue to be confirmed – it not be Goodnestone as indicated in the 
newsletter. Draw at 2:00pm, with competition ringing to start immediately thereafter. Service 
to take place when the competition ringing has concluded, followed by a short meeting and 
results. Rolling refreshments will be available during the competition. Please contact the 
Assistant Secretary (email: isobellegg@hotmail.com; telephone: 01227 264203) to enter, and 
email namesfortea@gmail.com to book tea, by Wednesday 11th March. 
 
District Treble Bob Minor Practice 
Saturday 21st March at Sturry, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the 
Ringing Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per 
attendee is requested. 
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District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 11th April at Hernhill. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, 
followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email 
namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 8th April to book tea. 
 
Ben also mentioned that the Association inter-district youth striking contest was taking place 
at Kingsnorth in the Ashford District on Saturday 7 th March, he invited anyone under the age of 
25 to get in touch regarding making up a Canterbury District band. 
 

9. Questions for the District Representative 
 

The chairman invited members to ask questions to our District Representative, Isobel Legg, a 
report having been provided for members to read. 
 
Isobel drew the members’ attention to one item in her report, that being that the Association 
Chairman and Secretary are both standing down at the AGM. Anyone is encouraged to stand 
for election for these important posts. 
 

10. Members achievements 
 

Felicity Lewis congratulated Simon Lovelock on gaining his ART teacher status. He is very good 
at teaching new ringers despite only learning himself in 2018. 
 
Marilyn Barden said that Susan Leigh had recently rung her 2nd quarter peal, the first one being 
in 1977. 
 
Jim Attwood said that Karen Leigh from Faversham had recently rung her first quarter peal, the 
treble to Grandsire Doubles at Godmersham. 
 
Len Huckstep congratulated Andy Brett on ringing 100 quarter peals last year, congratulations 
were also extended to Claire Stay for the same achievement. 
 

11. 120 Club 
 
Maureen Cooke begun by saying that £167 was the balance given to the BRF last year. We have 
lots of new members this year with membership now being up to 83, as such we are able to up 
the prizes which will now be £30 first prize, £20 second prize and £10 third prize, these would 
now be presented in coloured envelopes. 
 
The numbers were drawn as follows: 
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7 – Len Huckstep – 1st Place 
11 – Malcolm Barden – 2nd Place 
17 – Peter Freeman – 3rd Place 
 

12. Any other business 
 

Mike Little congratulated Toby Huitson for the excellent District Newsletter which had recently 
been distributed. Members showed their appreciation for Toby’s efforts.  
 
Claire Stay said that the bookstall was available at the back of the church, do see if there is 
anything you would like to buy, perhaps you have a new year’s resolution to ring something 
new – there may be a book to help with this.  
 
Stuart Palin asked who was interested in ringing following the meeting, a sufficient number 
raised their hands. 
 
Ben Legg said that the County General Committee would like to see more members crossing 
the District borders and ringing at other towers/other districts meetings. He also drew 
members attention to an email received this morning regarding a petition for the inclusion of 
bell-ringing on the UK’s Inventory of Living Heritage. 

 
13. Vote of thanks 

 
Felicity Lewis gave the vote of thanks to Rev Carol Bates for taking the service and for use of 
the church and bells. Toby Huitson for playing the organ. Ian Dodd and the Elham band for 
arrangements and assistance with tea and the District Committee for providing the tea. 
 
Members showed their appreciation in the usual way. 
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The KCACR Canterbury District  
Bye Meeting 

Saturday 14th February 2026 at St Mary the Virgin, Minster in Thanet 
 
Ringing took place from 2pm under the guidance of ringing master Jim Attwood. The service was taken 
by Rev Sally Willins with Chris Randall playing the organ. Tea was served by the District Committee in 
the church hall. 
 
Ben Legg opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to Minster in Thanet. He mentioned the fact it 
was Valentine’s Day and that the tea followed that theme. He invited everyone to continue enjoying 
tea as there was lots left. 
 
1.Apologies for absence were received from Freda Parker, John Paramor, Karen Finch, Sally-Ann 
Bullock, Debbie Aris, Grace and Ashley Miles, Jake Hickford, Malcolm Story, Elaine Hartnell, Dennis 
Brandrick, John Legg 
 
2. Election of new members. 
There were no new members to elect. 
 
3. Presentation of Certificates. 
Certificates were available for Jake Hickford, Ashley Miles, Grace Miles, Mandy Pickles, Liz 
McNaughton, Chris Wood, Miranda Weller and Florence Kendrew, these members having been 
elected at the last meeting.  
 
None of these members were present, so certificates for Chris, Ashley, Grace and Florence were 
taken by members of their towers, the rest being retained for presentation at a future meeting.  
 
4. Collection. 
Ben reported that the collection amounted to £21.20, this would be given to Minster as our hosts 
today. £99 had been collected for tea which after expenses will again be given to Minster.  
 
5. Forthcoming Events. 
The following forthcoming events were noted: 
 
District Plain Minor Practice 
Saturday 21st February at Thanington, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the 
Ringing Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee 
is requested. 
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District Call Change Competition 
Saturday 14th March at Littlebourne. Draw at 2:00pm, with competition ringing to start immediately 
thereafter. Service to take place when the competition ringing has concluded, followed by a short 
meeting and results. Rolling refreshments will be available during the competition. Please contact the 
Assistant Secretary (email: isobellegg@hotmail.com; telephone: 01227 264203) to enter, and email 
namesfortea@gmail.com to book tea, by Wednesday 11th March. 

 
District Treble Bob Minor Practice 
Saturday 21st March at Sturry, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing 
Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is 
requested. 

 
District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 11th April at Hernhill. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by 
tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 
8th April to book tea. 
 
District Surprise Practice 
Saturday 18th April at Dover, from 7:30 to 9:00pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing 
Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is 
requested. 
 
6. 120 Club Draw 
Maureen Cooke led the February draw, results as follows: 
32 – Tina Bouldin- 1st Place; 81 – Chris Wood - 2nd Place; 37 – Mike Little - 3rd Place 
 
7. Any Other Business. 
Maureen Cooke reminded members that it was important that they email ‘names for tea’ if they would 
like tea at a meeting, so that we can cater appropriately.  
 
Jim Attwood shared that this morning saw a first quarter peal at Faversham for Freddie Symkiss (aged 
13) and Florence Kendrew (aged 14), Freddie’s mum Liz Symkiss ringing her first of Grandsire Doubles 
inside. It was also Adam Moore’s 200th Quarter Peal as Conductor. 
 
8. Vote of Thanks. 
Toby Huitson gave the vote of thanks to Rev Jeff Foulger and the church wardens for use of the church 
and bells; Rev Sally Willis for leading the service; Chris Randall for playing the organ; Sheila Palmer 
and Kate Mockeridge for local arrangements and the District Committee for the tea. Members 
showed their appreciation in the usual way. 
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Members were invited to join evening ringing, but with lack of interest on this occasion it was decided 
to just lower the bells and head home. 
 

The KCACR Canterbury District  
Call Change Competition 

Saturday 14th March 2026 at St Vincent Littlebourne 
 
The draw took place at 2pm with competition ringing beginning shortly thereafter. Tea was served in 
the church by the Littlebourne ringers during the ringing. The service was led by Rev Lesley Hardy with 
Toby Huitson playing the organ. 
 
Ben Legg opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to Littlebourne. 
 
1. Apologies for absence were received from Maureen Cooke 
 
2. Election of new members: There were no new members to elect. 
 
3. Presentation of Certificates:  
Having been elected at a previous meeting membership certificates were presented to Miranda 
Weller and for Jake Hickford (via Freda Parker). 
 
4. Collection. 
Toby Huitson advised that the collection amounted to £30.99; this would be given to St Vincent 
Littlebourne. 
 
5. Forthcoming Events. 
Ben Legg spoke regarding upcoming District and Association events: 
 
District Treble Bob Minor Practice 
Saturday 21st March at Sturry, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing 
Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is 
requested. 
 
Association Annual General Meeting 
The Association Annual General Meeting will take place on Easter Monday 6 th April at Tenterden, full 
information is available on the KCACR website. 

 
District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 11th April at Hernhill. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by 
tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 
8th April to book tea. 
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District Surprise Practice 
Saturday 18th April at Dover, from 7:30 to 9:00pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing 
Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is 
requested. 
 
District Striking Competition 
Saturday 9th May at Goodnestone. Draw at 2:00pm, with competition ringing to start immediately 
thereafter. Service to take place when the competition ringing has concluded, followed by a short 
meeting and results. Rolling refreshments will be available during the competition. Please contact the 
Assistant Secretary (email: isobellegg@hotmail.com; telephone: 01227 264203) to enter, and email 
namesfortea@gmail.com to book tea, by Wednesday 6 th May. 
 
Adam Moore added that the June meeting will now be at St Nicholas at Wade not Eythorne as 
originally advertised. 
 
6. 120 Club Draw 
In Maureen’s absence, Peter Freeman led the March draw, results as follows:  
67 – Brian Reynolds - 1st Place; 54 – Leanne Jones - 2nd Place; 63 – Denise Barker- 3rd Place 
 
7. Any Other Business. 
Members were congratulated on their following achievements: 

• Paul Johnson had rung his first quarter peal, in memory of his wife 
• Canterbury District won the KCACR Inter-District Youth Striking Contest last week 
• Adam Moore had rung his 500th Quarter Peal 
• Claude Friend had rung his first quarter peal 

 
There being no further business the judges were invited to join the meeting.  
 
8. Results 
Callum Clark from the Maidstone District and Mark Chittenden-Pile from the Ashford District were 
introduced as judges. They delivered comments on the teams and the results as follows:  
 
11th Place – 45% St Peter in Thanet A (the ringing was uneven at times with some good bits, tenor was 
late, changes at times weren’t clean which picked up some faults, congrats to this band for getting to 
the end) 
 
10th Place - 55% St Peter in Thanet B (a slower pace, rushed leading at times, gave the impression that 
the tenor was a bit odd struck as was sometimes slow, majority of the faults picked up at backstroke, 
major faults later on but it picked up and was respectable) 
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9th Place – 60% St Laurence in Thanet (a few gaps here and there, it was apparent that there were 
some novices in this band, there were some hesitations leading to unclean changes, the ringing got 
better with many steady even sections) 
 
8th Place – 68% Sheldwich (the ringing started well, the tenor was slow at times, most of the faults 
occurred through dropped backstrokes, major faults occurred later on)  
 
7th Place – 76% Lyminge (a pleasant piece of ringing to listen to, there were uneven patches, the tenor 
was slow at hand stroke, some tidying up was needed) 
 
6th Place- 78% Sandwich (the ringing was fairly confident, there were some hesitations with a crunch 
in the middle, but generally pleasant) 
 
5th Place – 79% Faversham (very steady ringing with some gaps at times, the ringing became unsettled 
when the back bells were leading but generally very pleasant to listen to)   
 
4th Place – 81% Ash (confident start, good beat, lively, occasional slow tenor at backstroke, majority 
of the faults occurred at backstroke, a small amount of tidying up required) 
 
3th Place - 82% St Dunstan’s Canterbury (there were gaps around the middle and faults were incurred 
when the back bells were leading, a small amount of tidying up required)  
 
2nd Place – 85% Ospringe (listened to this piece during a hail storm, it was generally pleasant and even 
throughout, faults were later on but the ringing improved again for the end, a good piece of ringing to 
listen to) 
 
1st Place- 91% St Stephen’s Canterbury (there was a good strong start, followed by a couple of minor 
hesitations, the ringing remained extremely pleasant throughout with a strong beat) 
 
The trophy was presented to St Stephen’s Canterbury.  
 
9. Vote of Thanks. 
Ben Legg gave the vote of thanks to the Rev Dr Lesley Hardy for use of the church and bells and for 
taking the service, Toby Huitson for playing the organ, Littlebourne ringers for tea and local 
arrangements, Mark Chittenden-Pile and Callum Clark for judging and to Isobel Legg for arranging the 
competition. 
 
Members showed their appreciation in the usual way. 
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Report from the KCACR General Committee meeting  
 

Held on 28th February 2026 
 
Charitable objects of the BRF 
No progress. 
 
Role descriptions 
Several role descriptions were agreed and were to be uploaded to the KCACR website. It was agreed 
that, although by convention the County Chair served for 3 years, this was not a rule and so was 
deleted from the description. There are a few roles still outstanding. 
 
Safeguarding 
In response to our district queries about safeguarding, Emma Jarvis, Safeguarding Officer made some 
general points.  

• One major problem is that the KCACR area is covered by 4 dioceses and requirements are not 
consistent between them, therefore it is not possible to give specific requirements for the 
KCACR. Exception has been made for the Youth Officer and District Youth Co-ordinators, who 
all require an enhanced DBS certificate. These are checked by the Youth Co-ordinator. 

• Ringers should consult their own Parish Safeguarding Officers about training and DBS 
requirements. DBS checks should be arranged through the PSO, if needed. Most safeguarding 
training is accessible online by any member of the public.  

• The KCACR has no authority to enforce safeguarding requirements or mandatory training. 
Again this is the responsibility of PSOs. 

• Safeguarding information on the KCACR website has recently been updated. 
• Emma Jarvis is available to attend District meetings, if we have further queries.  

In the end it was agreed to keep ‘Completing safeguarding training appropriate to the role’ in role 
descriptions.  Central Council safeguarding documents would also be available on the KCACR 
website. The CC safeguarding team was looking to make the Leadership module more relevant to 
ringers, with the possibility of introducing national training. 
 
County call change competition 
There had been discussion about who the competition is aimed at, but it had been well-supported 
and was worth continuing. The test piece would include Kings and Tittums, to add more challenge.  
 
Jubi Peal 
The BBC Repair Shop had shown interest but participation had not yet been confirmed. 
 
Photography, Video and Audio Recording Policy 
A policy was proposed and discussed. 



KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter April 2026 

33 

• Safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults takes precedence at all times. 
• The difference between recording and publishing was highlighted. Recording of adults does 

not require consent but consent must be obtained before publishing, in line with GDPR.  
• Recording and publishing of children and vulnerable adults requires consent from a parent, 

guardian or carer. 
• Use of social media is a positive way of attracting interest in ringing. 

The policy was adopted. 
 
Finance 
The annual accounts had been approved by the independent examiner. It was agreed that 3 new 
savings accounts be opened to reduce risk exposure. The Treasurer’s proposals not to increase 
subscriptions and to allocate 50% to the General fund and 50% to the Training fund were agreed. The 
cost of ART courses, £35 per member, would be reimbursed. 
 
BRF 
A new grant application form was agreed, which was also appropriate for secular towers. Small 
changes to the guidelines were also agreed. The Listed Places of Worship VAT refund scheme has 
been limited. To be reviewed March 2026. 
 
Ringing Discovery Day 
Dartford would be hosting an event on 11th July, with input from Erith and Crayford. 
 
Installation of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
An all-women band had been organised to ring a quarter peal. The media would be approached about 
publicising the special ringing. 
 
Insurance 
Members would be made aware on the website that those over 80 could not be covered for Personal 
Accident. Public Liability is covered by towers and PCCs. 
 
Forthcoming events 
7th March - KYR inter-district striking competition, Kingsnorth, 5 districts. 6 th April – KCACR AGM, 
Ashford District, Tenterden. The brochure had been prepared. Car parking would be in the field near 
the level crossing. 27th June – KCACR 8-bell competition, Harrietsham TBC, Middlesex Bob Triples 
 
Youth report 
A very positive report of all the recent youth activities and achievements was shared.  
 
Library 
It was agreed that a larger storage unit should be funded, £30.34 per week. 
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County Officers 
A new Chair had been nominated. Nominations for Secretary were still needed. The Treasurer would 
stand for another year. 

 

Isobel Legg 
Canterbury District Rep 

 

The Kent County Association of Change Ringers 

Canterbury District Striking Competition 
 

The 2026 Striking Competition will be held on 
Saturday 9th May  
at Goodnestone 

 
The draw for the order of ringing will take place at 2:00pm, with competition ringing to start 
immediately thereafter. The service will take place when the competition ringing has concluded, 
followed by a short meeting at which the results will be announced. Rolling refreshments will be 
available during the competition.  
 
A full list of the rules is available on the KCACR website and printed below in this newsletter.  
 
Wednesday 6th May is the closing date for entries. To enter, please contact me (email: 
isobellegg@hotmail.com; telephone: 01227 264203) with the following information: 
 
Tower 
 
Name, telephone number and email address of Team Organiser 
 
Names of all team members 
 
 
Any team that is unable to attend for the whole competition should inform me as soon as possible. 
Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 6th May to book tea. 
 

Isobel Legg 
KCACR Canterbury District Assistant Secretary 

mailto:isobellegg@hotmail.com
mailto:namesfortea@gmail.com
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KCACR Canterbury District Striking Competition Rules 
 
(Adopted at the ADM in October 1990, amended at the ADM in October 1999, further amended at the 
ADM in October 2006, and further amended at the ADM in October 2025).  
 
1. The competition shall be held annually within the District at a location and on a date to be 

decided by the District Committee and shall be subject to the following rules. 
 
2. The Competition shall be organised by the District Assistant Secretary in consultation with the 

District Committee. 
 
3. The object of the competition is to improve the standard of striking through friendly competition 

between bands representing towers in the District in union with the Kent County Association of 
Change Ringers. 

 
4. All members taking part shall be members of the Kent County Association of Change Ringers and 

regular ringers at the tower they represent. 
 
5. Bands shall be named on the entry form provided by the District Assistant Secretary, although 

not necessarily in the order of ringing in the test piece. 
 
6. No ringer may ring more than once or represent more than one tower in the same competition.  
 
7. A draw for the order of the bands competing shall be made by the leaders of each band before 

the competition, bands to be known by numbers only not by name. No two bands shall be in the 
ringing chamber at the same time. A steward shall be in the tower for the better observance of 
these rules and shall see that the bells are raised and rung beforehand. 

 
8. Each band shall be allowed one continuous period of two minutes for a trial round of changes at 

the end of which the bells shall be set. A whole pull is to be rung on the treble to indicate to the 
judge(s) that the band is ready and the test piece will then commence and continue to its end 
without break. 

 
9. Subject to any alteration arising from the application of rule 10 the test piece shall consist of 

either 240 changes of doubles on five or six bells or 240 changes of minor or, if the band entered 
is incapable of ringing changes (to a reasonable standard to be determined by the District 
Committee), the equivalent length of call changes, in which case there must be at least 24 
different changes at regular intervals with at least five working bells.  
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10. The competition organiser may halve the length of the test piece stated in rule 9 if a) More than 8 

teams have entered the competition or b) The competition is unduly delayed. In event that the 
test piece length is altered due to a delay after the competit ion has started then the bands that 
have rung the full length shall only be judged on the first 120 changes of their test piece and any 
marked rounds. Any band ringing call changes shall only be required to have 12 different changes 
at regular intervals with at least five working bells. 

 
11. The first 10 whole pulls of rounds in the test piece shall not be marked. All faults in subsequent 

rounds and changes shall be penalised and the competition judged on the total number of faults 
recorded subject to any adjustment allowed under rule 10. 

 
12. If the test piece fires out, the band may decide to withdraw, but they may if they wish start again. 

In that event, the faults incurred in the first attempt will be added to any which occur in the 
second attempt. 

 
13. There shall be one or two judges, preferably independent of the District, who shall know only the 

numbers of the bands competing. Their decision shall be final, subject to the observance of these 
rules, and the judge(s) shall give the results and comments at the meeting following the 
competition. 

 
14. The Frank Knight Cup will be awarded, with a certificate, to the winning tower, who will be 

responsible for its safe keeping. It shall be returned in a clean condition to the Honorary District 
Secretary before the next competition or after a period of one year if no competition is held within 
that period. 

 
15. The decision of the District Committee as to the interpretation and observance of these rules 

shall be final and binding on all parties. Such decisions shall be by a simple majority of the 
Committee present and voting. 
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Peals and Quarter Peals 
 

Peals 

 

Quarter Peals 

 

 

Date Dedication/Address Place Duration Changes Method Conductor

7.2.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 3h 21m 5049 Stedman Cinques John N Hughes-D'Aeth

14.2.2026 St Peter and St Paul Boughton under Blean 2h 50m 5040 Minor (7m) Mark Chittenden-Pile

5.3.2026 St Bartholomew Waltham 2h 41m 5040 Cambridge Surprise Minor John B Keeler

8.3.2026 St Alphege Canterbury 2h 42m 5040 Surprise Minor (7m) John B Keeler

14.3.2026 St Bartholomew Waltham 2h 38m 5040 Minor (7m) Mark Chittenden-Pile

28.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 3h 30m 5015 Grandsire Cinques Mark Chittenden-Pile

Date Dedication/Address Place Duration Changes Method Conductor

2.1.2026 St Peter and St Paul Ospringe 46m 1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor Adam Moore

4.1.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 38m 1260 The New Year It Is Entered Doubles T im Attride

4.1.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 42m 1260 Plain Bob Minor Andrew M Hills

4.1.2026 St Laurence St Laurence-in-Thanet 47m 1260 Plain Bob Triples Charlie D C Satchwell

10.1.2026 St Nicholas Thanington 1296 Spliced Surprise Minor (12m) Jason Turnock

11.1.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 38m 1260 The Three Kings Doubles T im Attride

11.1.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 52m 1296 Spliced Plain Royal (2m) Andrew M Hills

11.1.2026 St Alphege Canterbury 39m 1296 Treble Dodging Minor (2m) Andrew M Hills

11.1.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 41m 1260 Doubles (5m/v/p) Cathryn M Hills

11.1.2026 St Nicholas St Nicholas-at-Wade 48m 1260 Doubles (3m) Michael J Little

13.1.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 40m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Michael J Little

15.1.2026 Holy Cross Goodnestone 40m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Leonard A Huckstep

16.1.2026 St James Sheldwich 43m 1260 Double Oxford Bob Minor Adam Moore

18.1.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 39m 1260 Stoke Doyle Doubles T im Attride

18.1.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 39m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Cathryn M Hills

18.1.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 41m 1260 Doubles (4m/p) Jane E Huxley

23.1.2026 St Mary Chilham 45m 1260 Doubles (5m) Claire Stay

25.1.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 39m 1260 Doubles (11m/v) T im Attride

25.1.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 53m 1299 Stedman Caters Mark Chittenden-Pile

25.1.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 41m 1260 Plain Bob Minor Andrew M Hills

27.1.2026 St James Sheldwich 41m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Claire Stay

28.1.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 50m 1350 Grandsire Caters Andrew J Corby

31.1.2026 15B Burgate Canterbury 1264 Plain Bob Major Andrew M Hills

1.2.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 38m 1260 Doubles (5m/v) T im Attride

1.2.2026 St Alphege Canterbury 44m 1300 Spliced Plain Minor (3m) Andrew M Hills

1.2.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 39m 1260 Doubles (10m/v/p) Andrew M Hills

1.2.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 40m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Jane E Huxley

4.2.2026 St John the Baptist Margate 1260 Doubles (1p/2m) Simon P Friend

6.2.2026 St Peter and St Paul Ospringe 42m 1260 Doubles (2m) Adam Moore

8.2.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 38m 1260 Doubles (7m/v) T im Attride

8.2.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 53m 1320 Grandsire Cinques Cathryn M Hills

8.2.2026 St Alphege Canterbury 42m 1280 Spliced Plain Minor (4m) Andrew M Hills

8.2.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 41m 1300 Doubles (4m/p) Andrew M Hills

14.2.2026 St Mary of Charity Faversham 42m 1260 Grandsire Doubles Adam Moore

15.2.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 38m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles T im Attride

15.2.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 43m 1350 Doubles (5m/v) Andrew M Hills

18.2.2026 St James Sheldwich 43m 1260 Single Lottie Bob Triples Neil Jones

19.2.2026 Holy Cross Goodnestone 40m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Charles J Maggs

20.2.2026 St Nicholas St Nicholas-at-Wade 46m 1260 Doubles (6m/p) Adam Moore

21.2.2026 St Michael Hernhill 42m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Adam Moore

22.2.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 53m 1320 Little Bob Maximus Andrew M Hills

22.2.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 41m 1260 Doubles (10m/v/p) Jane E Huxley

22.2.2026 St John the Baptist Margate 47m 1260 Plain Bob Triples Simon P Friend

24.2.2026 St Peter and St Paul Boughton under Blean 41m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Claire Stay

1.3.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 39m 1280 Barnevelder Doubles T im Attride

1.3.2026 St Alphege Canterbury 40m 1260 Doubles (4m/p) Jane E Huxley

1.3.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 42m 1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Place Doubles Andrew M Hills

6.3.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 42m 1260 Grandsire Doubles Charlie D C Satchwell

6.3.2026 St Peter and St Paul Ospringe 47m 1344 Plain Bob Major Adam Moore

7.3.2026 St Michael Hernhill 42m 1320 Surprise Minor (2m) Stuart C Palin

8.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 54m 1306 Stedman Cinques Mark Chittenden-Pile

8.3.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 41m 1260 Doubles (3m/p) Thomas Hooley

13.3.2026 St Mary Chilham 50m 1260 Middlesex Bob Triples Adam Moore

15.3.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 40m 1280 Flibbertigibbet Doubles T im Attride

15.3.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 42m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Andrew M Hills

15.3.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 42m 1260 Doubles (3m) Leonard A Huckstep

18.3.2026 St James Sheldwich 43m 1260 Sheldwich Bob Triples Neil Jones

19.3.2026 Holy Cross Goodnestone 40m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Leonard A Huckstep

20.3.2026 St Peter and St Paul Boughton under Blean 43m 1260 Single Oxford Bob Minor Adam Moore

22.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 55m 1320 Plain Bob Maximus Thomas J E Brett

22.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 49m 1260 Plain Bob Triples Charles J Maggs

22.3.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 41m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Cathryn M Hills

22.3.2026 St James Sheldwich 42m 1272 Norwich Surprise Minor Stuart C Palin

25.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 54m 1320 Plain Bob Maximus Thomas J E Brett

28.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 48m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Cathryn M Hills

29.3.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 38m 1260 Dame Sarah Doubles T im Attride

29.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 55m 1320 Grandsire Cinques Cathryn M Hills

29.3.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 45m 1320 Doubles (11m/v/p) Andrew M Hills

29.3.2026 St Mary the Virgin Chislet 45m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Claire Stay
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18.2.2026 St James Sheldwich 43m 1260 Single Lottie Bob Triples Neil Jones

19.2.2026 Holy Cross Goodnestone 40m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Charles J Maggs

20.2.2026 St Nicholas St Nicholas-at-Wade 46m 1260 Doubles (6m/p) Adam Moore

21.2.2026 St Michael Hernhill 42m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Adam Moore

22.2.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 53m 1320 Little Bob Maximus Andrew M Hills

22.2.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 41m 1260 Doubles (10m/v/p) Jane E Huxley

22.2.2026 St John the Baptist Margate 47m 1260 Plain Bob Triples Simon P Friend

24.2.2026 St Peter and St Paul Boughton under Blean 41m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Claire Stay

1.3.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 39m 1280 Barnevelder Doubles T im Attride

1.3.2026 St Alphege Canterbury 40m 1260 Doubles (4m/p) Jane E Huxley

1.3.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 42m 1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Place Doubles Andrew M Hills

6.3.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 42m 1260 Grandsire Doubles Charlie D C Satchwell

6.3.2026 St Peter and St Paul Ospringe 47m 1344 Plain Bob Major Adam Moore

7.3.2026 St Michael Hernhill 42m 1320 Surprise Minor (2m) Stuart C Palin

8.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 54m 1306 Stedman Cinques Mark Chittenden-Pile

8.3.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 41m 1260 Doubles (3m/p) Thomas Hooley

13.3.2026 St Mary Chilham 50m 1260 Middlesex Bob Triples Adam Moore

15.3.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 40m 1280 Flibbertigibbet Doubles T im Attride

15.3.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 42m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Andrew M Hills

15.3.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 42m 1260 Doubles (3m) Leonard A Huckstep

18.3.2026 St James Sheldwich 43m 1260 Sheldwich Bob Triples Neil Jones

19.3.2026 Holy Cross Goodnestone 40m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Leonard A Huckstep

20.3.2026 St Peter and St Paul Boughton under Blean 43m 1260 Single Oxford Bob Minor Adam Moore

22.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 55m 1320 Plain Bob Maximus Thomas J E Brett

22.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 49m 1260 Plain Bob Triples Charles J Maggs

22.3.2026 St Stephen Hackington, Canterbury 41m 1260 Doubles (6m/v/p) Cathryn M Hills

22.3.2026 St James Sheldwich 42m 1272 Norwich Surprise Minor Stuart C Palin

25.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 54m 1320 Plain Bob Maximus Thomas J E Brett

28.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 48m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Cathryn M Hills

29.3.2026 All Saints Birchington-on-Sea 38m 1260 Dame Sarah Doubles T im Attride

29.3.2026 Cathedral Church of Christ Canterbury 55m 1320 Grandsire Cinques Cathryn M Hills

29.3.2026 St Dunstan Canterbury 45m 1320 Doubles (11m/v/p) Andrew M Hills

29.3.2026 St Mary the Virgin Chislet 45m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Claire Stay
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I’m pleased to report that the 120 Club continues to go from strength to strength. We now have 91 
numbers in our monthly draw – although weirdly ball no.91 is missing! (note to self – ask Phil to check 
down the side of his sofa for said missing ball!) A big thank you to everyone who renewed their 
numbers for 2026, & that was everyone! Welcome & thank you to those who joined for the new year. I 
really do appreciate your support.  

When Phil stepped down Jane suggested we continue to run the Club for fun & I hope I’ve achieved 
this. In addition, our annual ‘profit’ is donated to the Bell Restoration Fund & I’m pleased to inform 
you that I have transferred £167.83 to the BRF for 2025. 

Congratulations to our winners so far this year: 

 

January 2026 Elham 
1st prize £30   Len Huckstep 
2nd prize £20   Malcolm Barden 
3rd prize £10   Peter Freeman 
 
February 2026 Minster 
1st prize £30   Tina Bouldin 
2nd prize £20   Christopher Wood 
3rd prize £10   Mike Little 
 

 
 
 
 
 
March 2026 Littlebourne 
1st prize £30   Brian Reynolds 
2nd prize £20   Leanne Jones 
3rd prize £10   Denise Barker 

If you would like to join in with the fun & don’t currently have a number then please e-mail me at 
canterbury120club@kcacr.org.uk & I can let you have the bank details. Alternatively, you can look at 
the 120 club page under Canterbury District on the KCACR website – I’d love to add a link at this point, 
but I don’t know how!  

Thank you & good luck for future draws. 

Maureen 

Maureen Cooke 

KCACR Canterbury District 120 Club Administrator 
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Canterbury District Officers 
 

The Officers of the Canterbury District currently stand as follows: 
 

Chairman Benjamin Legg 07818434350 canterburychairman@kcacr.org.uk  

Secretary Adam Moore 07961812361 canterburysecretary@kcacr.org.uk  

Assistant Secretary  Isobel Legg 01227 264203 isobellegg@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Cathryn Hills 01795 533809 (No calls after 8:00pm please) 

Ringing Masters 
Stuart Palin 01795 531418 

canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk  

Jim Attwood 07736694285 
District Representative Isobel Legg 01227 264203 isobellegg@hotmail.com 
Youth Coordinator Benjamin Legg 07818434350 canterburyyouth@kcacr.org.uk 
Newsletter Editor Toby Huitson               - canterburynewsletter@kcacr.org.uk  

120 Club Administrator Maureen Cooke  07745126853 canterbury120club@kcacr.org.uk  

Bookstall Officer Claire Stay 07879276002 claire.stay@mac.com 

Extra Member Felicity Lewis 07815990976 fliclewis@hotmail.com 

 
 

 
 

Make sure to check out our District Facebook group page at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/canterburydistrict 
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District Ringing – Looking Forward Apr-Jun 2026 
 

We have put together a plan for District Practices out to April 2027 though some of the details are still 
to be finalized and tower bookings confirmed.  The District Practices act as an adjunct to the District 
Meeting ringing.  At District Meetings we usually ring a good range of standard methods (as well as 
Rounds and Call Changes) which provides a regular opportunity for Members to practice these.  The 
District Practices are intended to be a step up providing opportunities to focus on a particular topic 
and concentrate on some more advanced ringing. 

We are continuing with having intermediate practices during the afternoon (14:00-15:30) – matching 
the ringing time for District Meetings while the Surprise Practices will continue to be in the evening 
(19:30-21:00). 

As always, we would really like to hear from members about what sort of practices would help 
them in developing their ringing or allow them to brush up on underused skills. 

18-April-26  (19:30-21:00) – A District Surprise Practice, covering both Surprise Minor and Surprise 
Major, will be held at Dover.  For Minor we have rung Cambridge and Norwich and experimented with 
Primrose and Ipswich.  Further possibilities include Beverley, Surfleet and London.  For Major we have 
regularly rung Cambridge, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Superlative and sometimes we have had a 
band for Bristol.  Rutland has been a method of interest. 

This practice is highly dependent on the abilities of those attending and what they want to invest their 
time in learning.  Letting the District Ringing Masters know if you are planning to come to these 
practices and what you are hoping to ring greatly helps with preparations. 

16-May-2026 (14:00-15:30) – will be a Plain Major Practice held at Herne.  This will provide an 
opportunity for those looking to expand their 6-bell and 7-bell ringing into the basic Major methods 
(Plain Bob and Little Bob) and those looking to build their experience in these methods.  For those 
looking to expand (or refresh) their Plain Major repertoire we hope to be able to look at Double 
Norwich Court Bob and St Clements. 

Do let us know if there is a particular method you are interested in. 

20-Jun-2026 (14:00-15:30) – For the practice at Lyminge we will focus on Stedman Triples.  This 
should be suited to those who are looking to expand from Stedman Doubles and those looking to 
develop/refresh their Stedman Triples experience by ringing touches. 

As mentioned we have developed a plan for District Practices extending through to April 2027 which 
builds on feedback provided in the recent survey sent to all members and general feedback the 
Ringing Masters receive at District events. We are always pleased to hear of suggestions and 
feedback from members, it helps to ensure that we are putting on events that are genuinely of interest 
and benefit for improving skills and increasing experience. 
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Forthcoming District Practices 

Date Tower Focus 

18-Apr-2026 19:30 – 21:00 Dover (8) 
Surprise Minor/Major 
 

16-May-2026 14:00 – 15:30 Herne (8) Plain Major 

20-Jun-2026 14:00 – 15:30 Lyminge (8) Stedman Triples 

25-Jul-2026 19:30 – 21:00 Birchington (8) Surprise Minor/Major 

    Aug-2026  No Practice 

19-Sep-2026 14:00 – 15:30 Northbourne (6) Stedman/Erin Doubles 

24-Oct-2026 19:30 – 21:00 
Throwley (8) 
(to be confirmed) Surprise Minor/Major 

21-Nov-2026 14:00 – 15:30 
Faversham (10) 

 
10 bell practice 

     Dec-2026  No Practice 

16-Jan-2027 19:30 – 21:00 Eastry (8) Surprise Minor/Major 

20-Feb-2027 14:00 – 15:30 Chartham (6) Plain Minor 

20-Mar-2027 14:00 – 15:30 
Teynham (6) 
(to be confirmed) Treble Bob Minor 

 

Stuart Palin / Jim Attwood 
 

Canterbury District Ringing Masters 

email: CanterburyRingingMaster@kcacr.org.uk 
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Forthcoming Events 
 
District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 11th April at Hernhill. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by tea, 
meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com asap to book tea. 
 
District Surprise Practice 
Saturday 18th April at Dover, from 7:30 to 9:00pm. This practice will focus on both Surprise Major and Surprise 
Minor ringing. If you are planning to attend, please let the Ringing Masters know what you can ring or are 
learning (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested. 
 
District Striking Competition 
Saturday 9th May at Goodnestone. Draw at 2:00pm, with competition ringing to start immediately thereafter. 
Service to take place when the competition ringing has concluded, followed by a short meeting and results. 
Rolling refreshments will be available during the competition. Please contact the Assistant Secretary (email: 
isobellegg@hotmail.com; telephone: 01227 264203) to enter, and email namesfortea@gmail.com to book tea, 
by Wednesday 6th May. 
 
District Plain Major Practice 
Saturday 16th May at Herne, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing Masters 
(email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested. 
 
District Bye Meeting 
Saturday 13th June at St Nicholas-at-Wade. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed 
by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 10th 
June to book tea. 
 
District Stedman Triples Practice 
Saturday 20th June at Lyminge, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing 
Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested. 
 
District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 11th July at St Stephen’s, Canterbury. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, 
followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by 
Wednesday 8th July to book tea. 
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