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Dear All 
 
The other week during an idle 
moment at the St Stephen’s 
practice (when they were 
probably ringing something 
advanced like Grandsire 
Triples…) I happened to pick up 
an old Newsletter from the large 
pile of issues on the bookshelf. 
The one I chanced upon was from 
1983 and listed a ringing 
achievement by a certain M Little.  
Interesting, I thought. Now, I 
wonder who they are and what 
happened to him? Of course, this 
must be none other than our 
eponymous former Chairman! 
I’ve never known anyone so good 
at getting through meeting 
formalities. ‘All in favour… any 
against No Good’ (with literally no 
space for any punctuation 
marks!) Turn to the Canterbury 
District Characters to find out 
more… 
 

Toby 
 

Toby Huitson 
KCACR Canterbury District 
Newsletter Editor 

Cover image: St Stephen, 
Canterbury (July meeting) 

Photo by Toby Huitson, processed 
with Word’s ‘Paintbrush’ effect 

and the colour temperature 
slightly adjusted. 
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Chairman’s Message 
 
Hello, 
 
I hope the heatwave isn’t interfering with ringing activities too much! It was great that once again we got 
into double figures for the number of teams entering our second District competition of the year – after 
having eleven teams enter the District Call Change Competition in March, we had ten teams participate 
in the District Striking Competition in May. The competition was held at Goodnestone and 
congratulations must go to St Stephen’s, Canterbury for winning by a very narrow margin over St 
Dunstan’s, Canterbury. We also visited Hernhill and St Nicholas-at-Wade for our District Meetings in 
April and June, as well as holding a District Surprise Practice at Dover – I hope everyone who attended 
one or more District events in the last quarter enjoyed themselves. 
 
Coming up in this quarter is our Summer Social and Barbecue at Quex Park in August – a traditional 
fixture of the Canterbury District programme, so do please come if you can, as well as to our planned 
District Meetings at St Stephen’s, Canterbury in July and Monkton in September. Thanks once more to 
Toby Huitson for his hard work producing this issue of the District Newsletter – I hope you enjoy the 
content, and happy ringing! 
 
Best regards, 
 

Ben 
 
Benjamin Legg 
KCACR Canterbury District Chairman 
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Secretary’s Message 
 
Hi All, 
 
I hope you are all keeping well and enjoying a busy summer of ringing. 
 
The last few months have been another active period for the District, with meetings at Hernhill and St 
Nicholas-at-Wade, the Striking Competition at Goodnestone, and the Surprise Practice at Dover. Thank 
you to all the towers that have hosted events and to everyone who has supported them. These events 
take a great deal of effort to organise and are only successful because people are willing to give up their 
time to make them happen. 
 
Like many of us, I find that life is often busy and I don't always get to as many District events as I would 
like. However, whenever I do attend, I am reminded how valuable they are. They provide an opportunity 
not only to ring in different towers and improve our skills, but also to catch up with friends, meet ringers 
from across the District, and hear what is happening elsewhere. That sense of community remains one 
of the greatest strengths of ringing. 
 
Not every event was quite so well attended, and unfortunately two District Practices had to be 
cancelled due to low numbers. That said, the Surprise Practice at Dover proved popular, demonstrating 
that there is still plenty of enthusiasm for opportunities to develop ringing and try something different. 
As a District, we are fortunate to have a varied programme of meetings, practices, competitions and 
social events, and I hope members will continue to support them where they can. 
 
As we head into the summer, I look forward to seeing many of you at St Stephen's, Canterbury, the 
Summer Social and Barbecue at Quex Park, and our other District events over the coming months.  
 
Happy ringing! 
 

Adam 
 
Adam Moore 
KCACR Canterbury District Secretary 
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District Ringing Review: Apr-Jun 2026 
 

This turned out to be a bit of a frustrating quarter as far as District Practices were concerned as we had 
to cancel two of them due to insufficient numbers.  It is known that the summer months tend to see 
other calls on people’s time (including ringing for weddings) and we often see lower numbers attending 
meetings.  We spent some time at the recent District Committee meeting discussing this and thinking 
about ways we might better plan our ringing events to adjust for that – such as practices taking on a 
broader range so as to attract a wider group of people (though this also risks losing a cohesive focus for 
the practice).  It is something we are going to continue to look at, so if you have any thoughts in this area 
do button-hole the District Ringing Masters at meetings or drop us an email. 

April – Quarterly Meeting: (Hernhill)  

Numbers in the tower during the afternoon peaked at 15 and we had a good mix of ringing ranging from 
Rounds and Call Changes on 8 through to a touch of Stedman Triples.  Most of the ringing made use of 
all 8 bells, but we also fitted in a plain course of St Clements College Bob Minor and a touch of 
Cambridge Surprise Minor. 

I don’t have any ringing recorded for the evening and I can’t recall whether or not we did any ringing – 
perhaps after my stint in the Chairman’s seat everyone wanted to make a hasty exit.  

(Rounds, Rounds+Call Changes, St Clements 6, Cambridge S 6 [touch], Plain Hunt 7, 
Grandsire 7 [touches], Stedman 7 [touch], Little Bob 8) 

April – Surprise Practice: (Dover)  

We had 10 had register for this practice though several of our more experienced ringers were unable to 
make it this time.  We rang a mixture of Surprise Minor and Surprise Major (and a course of Stedman 
Doubles at the end for one of the local ringers who had been helping).  Of the 13 touches 7 came to an 
untimely end and a further couple just about made it to the finish line.  Whilst that does not sound too 
good it should be noted that it was more a case that with a less experienced band a trip often spelt 
doom as others got knocked off their lines, whereas a more experienced band would have had more 
resilience.  We also were pushing the envelope a bit by including London S Minor in the mix.  It also 
meant that when we did succeed it was well earned.  Below I will note what we attempted during the 
evening; the ‘successes’ were courses of Stedman 5, Norwich 6, London 6, and a half course of 
Cambridge 8. 

(Stedman 5, Cambridge 6 *4, Norwich 6 *2, London 6 *2, Cambridge 8 *2, Yorkshire 8 *2)  

May – Striking: (Goodnestone) - this is reported separately. 

May – Plain Major Practice: (Herne)  

Regrettably this practice only elicited 4 responses to the District Ringing Master’s notice and 
consequently had to be cancelled. 

 



KCACR Canterbury District Newsletter July 2026 

6 

June – Bye-Meeting: (St Nicholas at Wade)  

A total of 18 visited the tower albeit several of our more experienced ringers were absent.  Although the 
heavy 6 caught some off-guard at first everyone did well and a range of methods was rung.  Following 
the meeting there was no interest of continuing the ringing into the evening so the bells were lowered 

(Rounds+Call Changes, Plain Hunt 5, Plain B 5 [pc+touch], Grandsire 5, St Simons 5, 
Stedman 5, Plain B 6 [touch], St Clements 6, Cambridge S 6 [touch])  

June – Stedman Triples Practice: (Lyminge)  

This also only had 4 responses to the District Ringing Master’s notice and had to be cancelled. 

 

Thank you to all those who have supported District Ringing and District Practices over this quarter.  
Having to cancel two of the practices was a great disappointment and we are trying to establish what 
we can do to improve the situation – please feel free to chip in if you have any input. 

It is worth emphasising ‘Please do remember to respond to the notices about the District Practices’ 
letting the District Ringing Masters know if you are planning to come. 

 

Stuart &  Jim 

Stuart Palin / Jim Attwood, Canterbury District Ringing Masters 
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Cake Inspector - Spring / Early Summer 2026 
 
 
Hernhill, 11 April 
 
A lovely spread with various different sandwiches including plenty of egg mayo, to the delight of those 
present. Some very good and healthy-looking bread rounds with cream cheese, tomato and herbs. 
Some excellent cupcakes including a very good coffee & walnut, icing with stars, and others decorated 
with mini oreos, not to mention Eccles cakes and shortbread… 
 
Goodnestone, 9 May 
 
A wonderful spread made by the District Committee’s fair hands. The plate of brie and cranberry 
sandwiches was wiped clean by the time that the Inspector’s eyes alighted on it, as was the apricot 
teabread.  The carrot cake likewise was gone in a flash. Claire’s mini eggs cookies jostled with different 
iced sponge cakes, brownies and blondies, all beautifully labelled. Delightful! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St Nicholas at Wade, 13 June 
 
Unable to be present himself on this occasion due to a conference attendance, the Inspector’s 
special anonymous deputy for the day has excelled himself in the report below!  
 

The sun shone on the District Meeting at St Nicholas at Wade and after an enjoyable afternoon 
working up a thirst and an appetite in Kent’s heaviest 6 bell tower the Cake Inspector was looking 
forward to sampling the delicious spread kindly laid on by the local band. 
 
There was nothing to disappoint at the savoury end of the table weighed down with a fine selection 
of sandwiches, quiches and sausage rolls. There were however finer delights to come at the sweet 
end so just a quick sandwich to get started. 
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The cake selection was a sight to behold with a range of brownies, cupcakes, homemade rhubarb 
cake and a raspberry cake generously topped with icing that had the appearance of running over 
the top and down the sides. Not only did it look delicious but was a work of art! 
 
Then the thorny problem of who was going to cut into the cake first and ruin the look of it. The way 
the icing had been applied gave the impression that it was flowing and that any attempt to cut it 
was going to be messy, so the Inspector decided that there were plenty of other treats on display 
to try first. Someone else could take the responsibility for the initial slice. 
 
A modest selection of cake loaded onto the plate, a cup of tea from the serving hatch and a seat 
with friends talking about ringing made the whole experience extremely pleasant. The cakes were 
as good as they looked but all the time one eye was on the raspberry treat at the end of the table. 
Suddenly, a moment’s distraction: take the eye off the ball and before you know it, the raspberry 
icing had been sliced and a good quarter of the cake was away! A feeling of mild panic began to 
build; would it be impolite to cut the conversation short to get to the cake before others saw that 
the first incision had been made? If I moved too quickly would it draw attention to the fact and run 
the risk of others getting ahead in the queue? 
 
A quick slurp of tea and a ‘I’m just going to get a refill’ seemed like a good wheeze to leave the 
table and secure the prize.  A generous, pre-cut, slice was chosen and carried like a trophy back 
to the table. Colleagues smiled knowing that this had been the moment we had all been waiting 
for. The sponge was light and tasty. The icing, while having the appearance of being fluid, was firm 
and melt in the mouth. A masterpiece! And well worth the wait. The only question left: when are 
we coming back to St Nicholas at Wade for more raspberry cake?! 

 
 

     The Cake Inspectors 
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The Ospringe Band’s Ringing Trip to York 
 
On Saturday 2nd May, the Ospringe ringers decided to 
have a short break in the beautiful city of York. For 
the last couple of years we have gone to London for 
our yearly big outing, but this year district secretary 
Adam Moore convinced us that we should go bigger 
and better, and so we did. Much conversation was 
shared on the train journey to York, and as soon as 
we got off, we knew that we had just entered a 
spectacular and stunningly beautiful city. 
 

After we had dropped off 
our bags at the hotel and 
had some lunch, we reconvened at St Martin Le Grand, a beautiful little 
church in the city centre which had an interesting glass organ, a stunning 
font and an eight bell ground floor ring. At this church, members of the public 
came in to see us ringing, and before long we had obtained quite the 
audience of curious locals and tourists who wanted to see what was going 
on. I had a little chat with some of them about the art of bell ringing, and they 
were very interested about it. The bells here were very nice to ring and 
everyone had a lovely time.  

 
We then headed to St Olaves church via a bridge going over the river, where we saw a boat race going 
on. The six bells at this church were rather nice and I rang some plain hunt here. In the centre of the 
church was another beautiful font, and outside was a lovely church garden, where I found a secret door!  
The final church of the day was All Saints. The eight bells here were very nice to ring, and we all had a 
lovely time ringing them. Above the Altar was a beautifully painted blue ceiling with golden stars on it, 
and it looked amazing. Behind the bells was a flight of stairs, but these stairs seemed unclimbable 
because they were incredibly steep! After we had rung here, we headed back to the hotel for dinner and 
then we got into bed and slept.  
 
In the morning, we got up, had breakfast and spent the morning enjoying York. I went to a place called 
Dig where we learnt about some of York’s history and did a pretend archaeological dig. It was lots of 
fun. Soon after we met at St Lawrence, a tower that was small but had eight very nice bells. One of the 
regular ringers here talked to me about some of the history of the towers in York and we even saw an 
old bell from one of the other York towers. Quality ringing was produced here, and the ringers attempted 
some more complex methods. 
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Then we had to catch a bus to take us to St Stephen 
Acomb. These six bells were quite flighty and difficult to 
ring, but we tried our best and didn’t do too badly. By now 
it was raining, but we didn’t let that dampen our spirits! 
We then took the bus back to the hotel, where we had a 
short rest; however, some of the ringers took on the 
challenge of ringing a quarter peal on six bells instead! It 
was rung at St Michael, Spurriergate, and from what I 
heard, it went very well.  
 

After we had had a rest (or not in some cases!), we met up at 
York Minister, where we had a tour, and a very insightful tour 
at that! We got to explore some of the parts of the huge 
building, including the ringing room and bells, it was amazing! 
Soon it was time for dinner, and some of us went to Las 
Iguanas, and some went to a Thai restaurant. Then it was time 
to head back to the hotel after a busy day of great ringing. 
 
In the morning, we got up early and rang some lovely bells at 
Oratory. These bells may well have been some of my favourite 

in York, for they just rung so nicely. There was a screen where you could see all ten bells ringing up in 
the tower, which was very interesting to see.  
 
Afterwards we rang at St Philip and St James Clifton, which had the lightest bells of all! Some of the 
ringers even attempted some very, very, very quick ringing, and we all got a bit scared that all six stays 
would become broken because they were so light! After the rapid ringing, we went to Pizza Express for 
lunch, where Adam Moore was thanked, and rightfully so, and then we went on the trains that took us 
home. 
 
I would like to thank Adam Moore for making this whole trip happen, 
as it really wouldn’t have if he hadn’t planned it all, so thank you very 
much! Thank you also to the three ringers who acted as ringing 
masters at the different churches. I had such a great time in York, and 
I hope to do more big outings like this in the future! 
 

James  

James Carter, Ringer at Ospringe 
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KCACR Inter-District 8-bell Competition 
 

This year’s KCACR Inter-District 8-bell competition was hosted by the Maidstone District at 
Harrietsham (8: 12 cwt 2 qtr 2 lbs) with the test piece being 224 of Middlesex Bob Triples – a fairly 
straightforward method that mixes up elements of Plain Bob and Grandsire.  It is, however, a method 
that you need to pay attention to as the 4 blows in 5ths mixes up the coursing order and makes it more 
challenging to put right if you happen to go wrong. 

Band selection was a little more protracted than usual as several ringers had managed to find 
themselves doing something else on the competition date.  Even with 8 willing volunteers, finding 
practice nights that suited everyone’s availability proved impossible – so we drafted in some additional 
helpers to complete the band.  We are grateful to Marilyn Barden, Sarah Smith, and Claire Stay for their 
support.  We are also thankful to Boughton-under-Blean and Throwley towers for allowing us the use of 
their bells for our practices (and to Jim Attwood for doing the legwork of booking the towers for the 
District). 

The practices went well, the method and composition 
not causing any great difficulty other than the coursing 
order shenanigans – though we did have to set the bells 
up 2 or 3 times.  We worked with two band placements 
at each practice, ensuring that everybody was capable 
of ringing the method if needs be, and the back-up 
conductor also got to call one of the touches.  Final band placement was decided at the end of the final 
practice, and we then went on to fire out the final practice touch.  We convinced ourselves that it was 
a good omen and rang the bells down. 

Competition day started with an early morning downpour, which raised humidity levels, but by the time 
we had started arriving at Harrietsham the sun was out and it was set to remain dry but a bit cooler than 
the preceding few days.  The organizers were busy unloading several large fans to take up the tower and 
the Harrietsham band members were setting up some light refreshments for the bands.  Unfortunately 
only three Districts (Canterbury, Lewisham, and Rochester) had been able to raise bands.  The draw 
saw Canterbury ringing first, followed by Rochester, and then Lewisham. 

We started our 5 minute practice just after 10:00 with a few rounds, then stopped to adjust ropes.  We 
resumed the practice and completed about half the test piece in the allotted time.  Harrietsham bells 
have some challenging odd-struckness and it took us a while to get a handle on it, but we had sorted 
out most of it as we completed the practice session.  Some final words, the signal to the judges, and 
we were ready to start.  Our test piece went well. We had a minor trip in the middle which was quickly 
corrected, and some bell combinations seemed to rush each other, but we also nailed most of the roll-
ups.  Overall we were pleased with our ringing. 

Having rung first we were free to relax – there was no pressure to listen intently to our competitors to 
try and discern something about the bells.  Dipping into their ringing: Rochester rang at a markedly 

 

Canterbury District Team 

1) Charlie Satchwell 5) Tom Hooley (c) 

2) Ben Legg              6) Malcolm Smith 

3) Graham Scott       7) Stuart Palin 

4) Paul Barton          8) Malcolm Barden 
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slower place than us, while Lewisham rang quicker.  Both seemed to have the same sorts of difficulties 
as us but also improved in the second half of the test piece.  With only 3 teams the competition ringing 
was finished by 11:10. The judges were given an opportunity to ring the bells then they retired to make 
their deliberations. 

Judges, like policemen, seem much younger these days.  Fraser Storie (Addington) and Kye Leaver 
(Crawley) were introduced by KCACR Chair Rona Joiner.  Having rung the bells they noted that the bells 
were much easier to hear outside than in the ringing room, and that several bells were quite tricky – 
with the treble earning the accolade: ‘fiendish’.  Their scoring system was to award 2 points for a clean 
row, 1 point for a row with clips or hesitations, and nil points for a row with a crunch – meaning the 
maximum score for the test piece was 448 points.  Scores were then converted to percentages.  Fraser 
and Kye provided some comments about each team, which followed a general pattern of some clipping 
in the early stages and improving as the test piece progressed. The results: 

 Place (Drawn) Team Peal Speed Score(Faults) 

 1st (1) Canterbury 3h06m 94% (25) 

 2nd (3) Lewisham 3h03m 92% (38) 

 3rd (2) Rochester 3h20m 90% (48) 
 
So congratulations to our team and thanks again to all those who contributed to getting us there and 
those making the day run smoothly.  Special congratulations to Charlie Satchwell who has followed his 
success in the Kent Young Ringers competitions with a win in the 8-Bell competition.  

With Canterbury District teams winning the Kent Young Ringers Competition in March, now the 8 -Bell 
Competition, there is absolutely no pressure on St Stephen’s to win the 6-Bell Competition.  Perhaps 
this year it is time for Canterbury District to raise a band for the Call Change competition and make it a 
clean sweep! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 . 

 

 

 

 

The Band: Charlie, Ben, Graham, Paul, Tom, Malcolm, Stuart, Malcolm 

 

Stuart 

Stuart Palin 
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Minutes of Past Meetings 
 

The KCACR Canterbury District 
Quarterly Meeting 

Saturday 11th April 2026 at St Michael, Hernhill 
 
Ringing began at 2pm under the guidance of ringing master Stuart Palin. The Service at 3.30pm was 
conducted by Rev Cathrine Ngangira with Peter Willcock playing the organ. Tea was served in the 
Church by the Hernhill ringers. 
 

1. Welcome in the absence of the chairman: Stuart Palin opened the meeting by welcoming 
everyone to Hernhill. Stuart invited members to move towards the front so he could be heard.  

 
2. Apologies for absence were received from Benjamin Legg, Felicity Lewis, Peter Freeman, 

Debbie Aris, Claire Stay, Mick Cairns, Karen Finch, Grace Miles, Ashley Miles, Jake Hickford, 
John Paramor, Dennis Brandrick, Malcolm Story 

 
3. Minutes of previous meetings as included in the newsletter, were taken as read on a proposal 

from Toby Huitson seconded by Marilyn Barden. 
 

4. Matters Arising. There were no matters arising. 
 

5. Collection. The collection amounted to £43.30 which will be given to St Michael, Hernhill.  
 

6. Election of new members The following members were proposed for membership of the 
association: 

 
Claude Friend from Margate was proposed Sarat White and seconded by Felicity Lewis 
Briony Ireland from Sturry was proposed for re-election by Jo Horton and seconded by Adam Moore 
They were elected by the members present and welcomed to the association. Claude was presented 
with a certificate and 2026 handbook. 
 

7. Presentation of Certificates.  
Membership certificates were available for Liz McNaughton and Mandy Pickles, they were not present 
so these will be held for a future meeting. 
 
Certificates from the recent call change competition were available for the top 3 teams. Certificates 
were presented to Toby Huitson on behalf of St Stephen’s Canterbury (1st place) and to Adam Moore 
on behalf of Ospringe (2nd place). The 3rd place certificate for St Dunstan’s Canterbury will be held for 
a future meeting. 
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8. Forthcoming Events: 

 
Stuart spoke regarding the following forthcoming events all of which are included in the newsletter:  
 
District Surprise Practice  
Saturday 18th April at Dover, from 7:30 to 9:00pm. This practice will focus on both Surprise Major and 
Surprise Minor ringing. If you are planning to attend, please let the Ringing Masters know what you can 
ring or are learning (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per 
attendee is requested. 
 
District Striking Competition 
Saturday 9th May at Goodnestone. Draw at 2:00pm, with competition ringing to start immediately 
thereafter. Service to take place when the competition ringing has concluded, followed by a short 
meeting and results. Rolling refreshments will be available during the competition. Please contact the 
Assistant Secretary (email: isobellegg@hotmail.com; telephone: 01227 264203) to enter, and email 
namesfortea@gmail.com to book tea, by Wednesday 6th May. 
 
District Plain Major Practice 
Saturday 16th May at Herne, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing 
Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is 
requested. 
 
District Bye Meeting 
Saturday 13th June at St Nicholas-at-Wade. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, 
followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by 
Wednesday 10th June to book tea. 
 
District Stedman Triples Practice 
Saturday 20th June at Lyminge, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the 
Ringing Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee 
is requested. 
 
District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 11th July at St Stephen’s, Canterbury. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 
3:30pm, followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email 
namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 8th July to book tea. 
 
Stuart also said that the County 8 bell striking competition was coming up on Saturday 27 th June at 
Harrietsham, the method is Middlesex Bob Triples. The ringing masters will be approaching people to 
be in the Canterbury District band. 
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9. Questions for the District Representative 

 
Isobel Legg said that her report from the recent county general committee meeting and AGM had 
been included in the newsletter and was available today, she invited questions, no questions were 
asked. 
 

10. Members achievements 
 
Stuart shared that the band at Ospringe were currently working on Norwich Surprise Minor – Claire 
Stay and Kate Bispham had both recently rung their first quarter peal of Norwich, more firsts are on 
the cards soon. 
 

11. 120 Club 
 
Maureen Cooke led the draw for April, the numbers were drawn as follows: 
 
57 –Airlie Fray – 1st Place 
69 – Simon Friend – 2nd Place 
37 – Mike Little – 3rd Place 
 

12. Any other business 
 
Isobel Legg said that the book stall was available today in the front two pews on the left  
hand side. 
 
Marilyn Barden said that due to work in the church Eastry were unavailable for 12 week, the Monday 
practices would be at Preston instead 10:30-12:00. She also said that the mixed practice would be at 
Great Mongeham on 25th April. 
 
Freda Parker said that there was a 10 bell practice at St Laurence in Thanet on the first Tuesday of 
every month, everyone would be most welcome. 
 

13. Vote of thanks 
 
Isobel Legg gave the vote of thanks to Rev Catherine Ngangira for taking the service and for use of the 
church and bells. Peter Willcock for playing the organ and for arrangements today, as well as the rest 
of the Hernhill band for providing the tea.  
 
Members showed their appreciation in the usual way. 
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The KCACR Canterbury District  
Striking Competition 

Saturday 9th May 2026 at Holy Cross Goodnestone 
 
Ben Legg opened the afternoon by welcoming everyone to Goodnestone and thanked everyone for entering the 
competition. Before the draw for the Striking Competition, the election of a new member took place. Andrew 
Ayres was proposed by Marilyn Barden and seconded by Malcolm Barden. He is a returning ringer, who has 
already proved himself very useful at Ash. He was elected unanimously by the members present, with none 
against and no abstentions. He was welcomed by the Chairman and was then able to take part in  the Striking 
Competition, as a member of the Ash team. 
 
The draw then took place with competition ringing beginning shortly thereafter. Tea was served in the church by 
the District Committee during the ringing. The service was led by Charlie Maggs with Toby Huitson playing the 
organ.  
 
The remainder of the meeting took place following the service: 
 
1. Apologies for absence none were received 
 
2. Presentation of Certificates. 
A certificate was available for Andrew Ayers, but was kept for signing by a vice president. 
Certificates for Mandy Pickles and Liz McNaughton will be kept for a subsequent meeting. 
 
3. Collection. 
The collection would be counted after the meeting and donated to Holy Cross Goodnestone [Post Meeting 
Note – the collection amounted to £86.98] 
 
4. Forthcoming Events. 
Ben gave details of the following forthcoming events: 
District Plain Major Practice 
Saturday 16th May at Herne, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing Masters 
(email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested. 
District Bye Meeting 
Saturday 13th June at St Nicholas-at-Wade. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed 
by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 10 th 
June to book tea. 
District Stedman Triples Practice 
Saturday 20th June at Lyminge, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the Ringing Masters 
(email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is requested. 
District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 11th July at St Stephen’s, Canterbury. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, 
followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by 
Wednesday 8th July to book tea. 
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5. Questions for District Representative 
Ben announced that Adam Moore had attended the last Association General Committee meeting in place of 
Isobel Legg, he had produced a report which was available to read. Ben invited questions none were asked.  
 
6. 120 Club Draw 
Maureen Cooke led the May draw, results as follows: 
17 – Peter Freeman - 1st Place 
51 – Ash Tower - 2nd Place 
45 – Claire Stay - 3rd Place 
 
7. Any Other Business. 
There was no other business 
 
8. Results 
Shona Clark and Callum Clark from the Maidstone District were introduced as judges. They delivered 
comments on the teams and the results as follows: 
 
10th Place - Faversham 28.8% (there were difficulties in the practice time, the piece never really settled and 
ended early) 
 
9th Place – Ash-next-Sandwich 43.8% (started strongly and was maintained as respectable ringing until it fired 
out) 
 
8th Place - St Laurence in Thanet 50.4% (made good use of practice time, very good ringing during periods of 
hunting with faults incurred around the dodging at the lead ends) 
 
7th Place - Ospringe 73.5% (made good use of practice time, there were some very good rounds at the start of 
the piece, then became unsettled at the start of the method, settled down by the end and was becoming very 
pleasant) 
 
6th Place - St Peter in Thanet 76.3% (there were some hesitations with bells behind having to slow down/or ring 
quicker to strike before the tenor, good ringing generally) 
 
5th Place - Lyminge 82.9% (very reasonable, good periods of nice even striking with only minor faults incurred)   
 
4th Place - Sturry 90.5% (there was a strong start which was maintained throughout, there was a major clash 
that was quickly recovered from and subsequently only minor faults were incurred) 
 
3rd Place - All Saints Birchington 91.7% (the ringing was on the slower side, some bells were trying to speed up, 
a nice piece of ringing) 
 
2nd Place - St Dunstan’s Canterbury 93.3% (good practice, went quickly into test piece, minor faults were 
incurred at the beginning but quickly settled into a pleasant piece of ringing) 
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1st Place - St Stephen’s Canterbury 94.8% (made full use of both the practice and opening rounds, the leading 
was steady and the ringing was very pleasant to listen to) 
 
 
The Frank Knight Cup was presented to St Stephen’s Canterbury. 
 
9. Vote of Thanks. 
Ben Legg gave the vote of thanks to the Vicar and church wardens of Goodnestone, Charlie Maggs for taking 
the service, Toby Huitson for playing the organ, District Committee for tea, Shona Clark and Callum Clark for 
judging and Isobel Legg for arranging the competition. 
 
Members showed their appreciation in the usual way. 
 
Members were invited to join the evening ringing, which continued for a short while. 
 
 
 

The KCACR Canterbury District 
Bye Meeting 

Saturday 13th June 2026 at St Nicholas at Wade 
 

Ringing took place from 2pm under the guidance of ringing master Jim Attwood. The service was taken 
by Annette Paul with Joe Chesters playing the organ. Tea was served in the church by the St Nicholas 
Ringers. 
 
Ben Legg opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to St Nicholas at Wade. 
 
1.Apologies for absence were received from Stuart Palin, Isobel Legg, Maureen Cooke, Toby Huitson, 
Malcolm Story, Elaine Hartnell, John Paramour, Debbie Aris, Dennis Brandrick, Karen Finch, Gill 
Robinson, Freda Parker 
 
2. Election of new members. 
The following ringer was proposed for membership of the association: 
Chris Randall from St Nicholas at Wade was proposed by Peter Paul and seconded by Doug Beake 
Chris was presented with a certificate and 2026 handbook, then welcomed to the association.  
 
3. Presentation of Certificates. 
Certificates were available for Mandy Pickles, Liz McNaughton, Briony Ireland, Andrew Ayers and 
Graham Scott having been elected at previous meetings. Certificates for Mandy, Andrew and Graham 
were taken by members of their towers, the rest will be held for a future meeting. 
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Certificates from the recent striking competition were available for the top 3 teams. Certificates were 
presented to Jane Huxley on behalf of St Stephen’s Canterbury (1st place), Andy Brett on behalf of St 
Dunstan’s Canterbury (2nd place) and to Claire Stay on behalf of Birchington (3rd place).  
 
The 3rd place certificate for St Dunstan’s Canterbury from the Call Change competition was 
presented to Andy Brett.  
 
4. Collection. 
Adam Moore reported that the collection amounted to £19.54, this would be given to St Nicholas at 
Wade as our hosts today.  
 
5. Forthcoming Events. 
The following forthcoming events were noted: 
 
District Stedman Triples Practice 
Saturday 20th June at Lyminge, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the 
Ringing Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee 
is requested. 
 
District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 11th July at St Stephen’s, Canterbury. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 
3:30pm, followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email 
namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 8th July to book tea. 
 
District Surprise Practice 
Saturday 25th July at All Saints Birchington, from 7:30 to 9:00pm. For more information, please contact 
the Ringing Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per 
attendee is requested. 
 
District Summer Social and BBQ 
Saturday 8th August at Quex Park – timings to be confirmed. 
 
6. 120 Club Draw 
In Maureen’s absence, Felicity Lewis led the June draw, results as follows:  
49 – Jo Horton- 1st Place 
15 – Gill Robinson - 2nd Place 
50 – Ash Tower - 3rd Place 
 
7. Any Other Business. 
Claire Stay reminded everyone that the book stall was at the side of the church, please do visit.  
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Jim Attwood announced that a band has been put together to represent the District in the Association 
8 Bell Striking Competition, he thanked them and wished them the best of luck for the competition on 
27th June. 
 
Members were invited to join evening ringing, but with lack of interest on this occasion it was decided 
to just lower the bells and head home. 
 
8. Vote of Thanks. 
Jim Attwood gave the vote of thanks to Rev Jeff Foulger and the church wardens for use of the church 
and bells; Annette Paul for leading the service; Joe Chesters for playing the organ and the St Nicholas 
at Wade ringers for the local arrangements and tea. 
 
Members showed their appreciation in the usual way. 
 
 
 

District Ringing Master Post available 
 
All, 

I just wanted to give everyone some advanced notice that I will not be standing for re -election as a 
District Ringing Master at the ADM this October.  The main reason is that I wish to have a bit more 
flexibility to skive off and do some retirement things with Lesley over the coming year or so.  I still intend 
to come along to District events when I am around. 

It does mean that the District will be looking for a new ringing master.  I understand that Jim is planning 
on standing again – but the post really does benefit from having two people to share the work.  If you 
want to find out more about the role (it is more about organizing and managing than ringing skill) do feel 
free to have a chat.  

 

Stuart 

 

Stuart Palin 

email: CanterburyRingingMaster@kcacr.org.uk 
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Canterbury District Characters… 

We meet former District and County Chairman Mike Little  
 

Hi Everyone, 
I learned to ring at All Saint's Birchington in March 1969 two years after joining 
the choir in June 1967. I was taught to ring cack-handed by the late Betty 
Russell; in those days we were starting a new band with the experienced 
ringers and a lot of us youngsters as we were in those days. 
 
On Easter Day in 1974, 3 years after we were made members of the KCACR, 
we rang our first quarter peal at first attempt. After this I started to go to other 
towers in Thanet to gain some experience and in March 1977 I had the privilege 
to ring my first peal and the first peal on the newly-restored bells of St Peter in 
Thanet. Since then I have rung 159 peals and over 2400 quarters. I have always 
been keen to ring in people's first quarters. A fond memory I do have is in 
October 1991 when six of us rang 20 quarters in a day at Quex  starting at 5am 
and finishing at 23-45 pm. For 6 whole weeks it was a world record!! I have to 

say the Quex holds a lot of memories with the famous BBQ and Christmas sausage sizzle in December 
and many other social events. 
 
Moving on to 1979 I started a long stint on the District 
Committee first becoming Training Officer followed by 
District Ringing Master and 3 or 4 stints as District 
Chairman and 3 years as County Chairman. I retired in 
2024 after serving many years on the District 
Committee and have been travelling a lot so have left 
the organising to the younger District Members. I do 
miss the Meetings - I will be back soon, I promise! 
 
Since retirement I have been out to many practice 
nights and love to help out and cause trouble where I 
go. Over the last 50+ years I have made many friends 
through ringing but have lost a lot of them as well. We 
have lost so many characters over the years. I am 
proud to say that I think the Canterbury District is in a 
good place and we still have fun at meetings.  
 
See you all soon, 

Mike  
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A Grand Day Out to Ypres – 9 June 
 

Dearest gentle ringer, on Saturday 6th June 2026, myself and seven other ringers from the Canterbury 
District embarked on a trip over to mainland Europe to partake in a Quarter peal at St George’s 
Memorial Church in Ypres, Belgium. With a special thank you to Phil Elderton, who very kindly organised 
all of our travel across the Channel, we set off from Dover on the P&O Liberté and were treated royally 
to the Club Lounge where all enjoyed a hearty breakfast that set us up well for the busy day ahead.  
 
Though we had seemed to have brought the Great British weather with us, we had a very smooth 
outward crossing and drive through France and Belgium down to Ypres. And what a beautiful city Ypres 
really is! Quintessentially Flemish, with ornate brick -built town houses, narrow cobbled streets and 
the constant chiming of carillon bells from the numerous towers and spires in the centre (plus, it has 
also to be noted, very clean public conveniences - a rather essential requirement for a party of ringers 
who could mainly be put under the umbrella of being of ‘a certain age’.  
 

We arrived at St George's in time for a good look around the 
church and some welcome  
respite from the inclement weather. We were met by Martin 
Adshead, the Captain of the  
tower and wealth of all knowledge about the bells. Before 
ringing we were enlightened about the history of the bells, 
their numerous benefactors, their rather unorthodox journey 
from Taylor’s foundry in Loughborough and the drive to try 
and build a local company of ringers. And what a jubilant set 
of 8 they are too! Though relatively modest in weight at 6-1-11 
and recently having celebrated their 10 year anniversary of 
being cast in B. they certainly sound and ring like a slightly 
heavier set of 8. In the words of the late Rev’d David Cawley, 
‘they really did go like tops!’  
 
Once the sound controls were engaged (we didn't want to 
annoy the neighbours after all) and the bells raised, we were 

then introduced to the Rev’d Richard Clement, the current Chaplain of the church and as it happened 
to turn out, an extremely good ringer! Before we started our Quarter peal attempt, Rev’d Richard 
requested whether he could join us for a short touch of Grandsire Triples. Unfortunately, although the 
tower does have a small dedicated band, only rounds and called changes are regularly rung here and 
he doesn’t often get to ring method change ringing. So 168 changes of Grandsire Triples were rung and 
it also gave the majority of the band a good chance to get a feel for the bells.  
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After the very tuneful touch, Martin and Rev’d Richard wished 
us the best of British before departing and then on to the main 
event! 1260 of Grandsire Triples, of which I was very honoured 
to be asked to conduct! And what a very enjoyable quarter 
peal it was too! The bells flowed beautifully and no trips or 
hiccups were had the entire way through! Rung in 46 minutes 
and dedicated to the 82nd anniversary of the Normandy D-
Day landings, I am very pleased to report that we successfully 
scored the quarter peal with a very special mention to Charlie 
Maggs, to whom this was his first quarter peal of Grandsire 
Triples inside. After this we were joined again by Martin and 
the Rev’d Richard for some well -struck call changes and a 
plain course of Stedman Triples.  
 
The bells were then lowered in peal, the visitor book signed 
and farewells said to our new acquaintances, who had made 
us all feel most welcome! To our surprise it had actually stopped raining whilst we were ringing and the 

sun was even starting to break through the thick cloud 
cover. So the opportunity was taken to have a look around 
the Grand Place and Menin Gate with a quick pit stop via a 
rather charming Chocolatiere to pick up some local 
delights. Unfortunately we were rather time pressed to get 
back to Calais to catch our ferry home, which was a bit of a 
shame as it would have been nice to stop at one of the cafés 
on the main square for a refreshing Belgian bier. Well, 
hopefully there will always be next time! Once back at 
Calais port and being processed through border control, 
you’ll never guess who checked our passports. It only so 
happens to be one of Mike Little’s old residents in St 
Nicholas-at-Wade. ‘I know you, you used to be my postman, 
I live on Paddock Way! You know, I don’t go much on that 
new postie, it’s never been the same since you retired!’ It’s 
a small world, hey!  
 
Anyway once back onboard, funnily enough the P&O Liberté 

again, we all congregated back in Club Lounge to terrorise the same staff members from our morning 
crossing. Delicious food, accompanied by the odd glass or two from the bar were enjoyed by all with 
great humour and bon vivant! Unfortunately the Channel wasn’t quite so friendly to us on the way home 
and although by no means rough, there was certainly a lot more swell than our outward crossing. 
However, this did prove rather entertaining watching some of our fellow guests, who were enjoying the 
free bar, let’s say a little more than us, try walking in a straight line!  Anyway, I can’t convey what a 
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wonderful time we all had together and I thank the group for a day filled with laughter, lasting memories 
and some rather delightful ringing!  
 
If you’ve never been, please make an effort to visit Ypres, it really is a beautiful city, with so much history 
and only just over an hour away from Calais by car. Also I can’t highly recommend enough the 
opportunity to ring at St George’s. The bells both ring and sound beautiful and we were all made so 
welcome by the Captain and Chaplain. Finally I have to admit, it felt very unusual doing something that 
I love and which is so unique to British churches on European shores and I really do hope that I get the 
chance to visit, hopefully for a slightly longer period next time, in the very near future!  
 
Yours most sincerely,  
 

Simon Friend 
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Striking Competition – Saturday 9th May 2026 
 

The hole in the floor had been mended, the sun was shining, and conditions were set fair for the 
Canterbury District Striking Competition at Holy Cross, Goodnestone (11-2-12). Once again, 
competitive spirit was in the ascendancy, as 10 teams gathered from all over the district to slog it out 
over 120 changes of Doubles (or Minor, but no one chose this option). The length of the test piece had 
been judiciously halved as the rules permit, in view of the number of teams taking part.  
 
Before the draw could take place, the election of one new member was brought forward and quickly 
accomplished, so that the Ash team could compete with a full complement. Not all participants were 
able to be present for the draw, with the wedding season beginning to get underway. Some minor 
shuffling of the original order was needed but everyone arrived in the end. 
 
We once again welcomed Callum Clark as one of the judges, joined this time by Shona Clark, his fellow 
Maidstone District Ringing Master (and Mum). They settled themselves in a leafy corner of the 
churchyard as the first team made their way upstairs and the competition ringing got underway. With 
no resident band at Goodnestone, it was the task of the District Committee to provide the essential 
cups of tea and comestibles. These were greatly appreciated by those soaking up the spring sunshine. 
The waiting time before and after the team slot was a good opportunity for all to catch up with friends 
across the district and for a couple of four-legged chums also to enjoy rooting around in the fresh air. 
Here are the teams in order of ringing, with members pictured left to right, treble to tenor, followed by 
the judges’ comments. 
 

 
Team 1 – Sturry    
 
Briony Ireland, Christina Bouldin, Josephine Horton, Ann 
Davies,  
John Haimes (Cond.) and Nat Graham 
 
This team made a strong start and maintained even 
ringing. They recovered well from a major clash in the 
middle and incurred only minor faults. 
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Team 2 – Birchington 
 
David Sheekey, Claire Stay, Tim Attride, Emma Tapsell,  
Michael Little (Cond.) and Peter Russell 
 
Ringing was slower, although some bells were trying to 
speed up. It was nice to listen to, with some minor faults. 
 
 
 

 
Team 3 – Ash-next-Sandwich 
 
Airlie Fray, Judi Pettman, Marilyn Barden, Steve 
Kirkpatrick,  
Malcolm Barden (Cond.) and Andrew Ayres 
 
This team made a strong start and ringing remained 
respectable. The test piece fired out just before the end. 
 
 

 
Team 4 – Faversham 
 
Juliet Thomas, Marion Quenby, Simon Wolfe, Phil Fagg, 
Philip Bedford (Cond.) and Freddie Symkiss 
 
This team made a reasonable attempt but ringing never 
quite settled down and ended early. 
 

 
 
Team 5 – St Dunstan’s Canterbury 
 
Susan Lillywhite, Charlie Maggs, Cathryn Hills, Len 
Huckstep, Andrew Hills (Cond.) and Andy Brett 
 
This team set off into changes quickly and incurred some 
minor faults at the beginning but soon settled to produce a 
pleasant piece of ringing. 
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Team 6 - St Stephen’s Canterbury 
 
Sarah Smith, Adam Redgwell, Jane Huxley (Cond.), Paul 
Davis, Tom Hooley and Malcolm Smith 
 
The leading was steady and overall the ringing was very 
pleasant to listen to. 
 
 

 
 
Team 7 – St Laurence-in-Thanet 
 
Karen Finch, Elaine Hartnell, Gill Robinson, Debbie 
Aris, Freda Parker (Cond.) and John Paramour 
 
There was some good, even ringing but faults were 
incurred at the lead-ends when bells were 
dodging. 
 
 
 

 
Team 8 – St Peter-in-Thanet 
 
Jackie Spice, Felicity Lewis, Belinda Moyna, Sarat White,  
Simon Friend (Cond.) and Jessica Minards 
 
Hesitations tended to come at the start of the rows, with the 
bells behind bunching up before the tenor. Generally good. 
 

 
 
Team 9 – Lyminge 
Ro Edmond, Linda King, Liz Shearman, Wendy Rogers,  
Arthur King (Cond.) and Ian Dodd 
 
This team produced reasonable ringing. There were good 
periods of even striking with only minor faults. 
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Team 10 – Ospringe 
Emma Farmer, Adam Moore (Cond.), Brian Coleman, Barry 
Roberts, Stuart Palin and Joanne Barton 
 
There were good rounds at the beginning. Ringing became 
unsettled at the start of the method but settled towards the 
end.  
 
 
 

After all the nerves, excitement and concentration of the competition ringing, the service brought calm 
and a different focus: thoughts of Pentecost from Charlie leading the service, and uplifting hymns from 
Toby on the organ. With the churchyard still pleasantly warm and sunny, the meeting was convened 
outside and some brief items of business were completed before the judges made their appearance to 
give the all-important results. Unfortunately two teams did not complete the test piece but due to last 
year’s rule-change, they still received a result. The judges explained that, in this case, missing changes 
were counted as faults. The final standings were: 
 
10th  Team 4 Faversham   28.8% 
9th Team 3 Ash-next-Sandwich  43.8% 
8th Team 7 St Laurence-in-Thanet 50.4% 
7th Team 10 Ospringe   73.5% 
6th Team 8 St Peter-in-Thanet  76.3% 
5th  Team 9 Lyminge   82.9% 
4th  Team 1 Sturry    90.5% 
3rd  Team 2 Birchington   91.7% 
2nd  Team 5 St Dunstan’s Canterbury 93.3% 
1st  Team 6 St Stephen’s Canterbury 94.8% 
 
The Frank Knight Cup was awarded to the victorious St Stephen’s team, who have achieved the 
double in 2026 and are to be heartily congratulated. The judges were thanked for their meticulous 
work through the afternoon and were finally allowed to try out the bells for themselves. What a 
fantastic competition season we have had this year! Well done to all who have taken part. There were 
at least 5 members competing in their first striking competition this time. Ages ranged from the two 
oldest ringers at 82 to the youngest at only 13. Mike Little and Peter Russell from Birchington also 
celebrated their 50th anniversary of competing. Why do we do it? So we can go back to our towers and 
strive to carry that focus on good striking into all the other ringing we do. See you next year!  
 

Isobel Legg  

Assistant Secretary   
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KCACR Bellringing Video Equipment Loan 
 

The bellringers of St Clement’s Church, Sandwich were invited to officially open the Sandwich Little 
Gardens event on 6 June by ringing the bells and providing bell-ringing demonstrations throughout the 
afternoon. As usual, the conversations began with the practical questions: Who is available? What are 
the timings? What are the health and safety considerations? And how can we demonstrate bell ringing 
to visitors who are unable to access the tower? 
 
Then came the lightbulb moment. Having all read our 
KCACR newsletter, we remembered the video 
equipment available for loan. St Clement’s made 
excellent use of the equipment, live-streaming bell-
ringing demonstrations for Saturday’s visitors and for the 
Sunday congregation. The feedback and comments we 
received confirmed that it was a tremendous success. 

 
For any tower considering using the equipment, 
please be assured that the setup is straightforward, 
even with the challenges posed by solid stone walls. 
Cameras were installed in both the bell chamber and 
the ringing chamber. After many trips up and down the 
tower stairs, we found that the WiFi extender plugs 
provided the most reliable solution for live streaming 
in our tower. A television screen was positioned near 
the church entrance, with a ringer on hand to answer 
questions from visitors.  
 

The ringers of St Clement’s would highly recommend borrowing the equipment. If your tower is 
considering using it and you have any questions, please do get in touch. A big thank you to KCACR for 
providing this equipment for towers to use. It is a very useful resource and enables bell ringing to be 
shared with a much wider audience. 
 

Alanda Tofte 
St Clements Church Sandwich  
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Peals and Quarter Peals 

` 
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(Quarter Peals, continued) 
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Congratulations to our latest 120 Club winners! 

 

April -  Hernhill 

1st prize £30   Airlie Fray 

2nd prize £20   Simon Friend 

3rd prize £10   Mike Little 

 

May -  Goodnestone 

1st prize £30   Peter Freeman 

2nd prize £20   Ash Tower 

3rd prize £10   Claire Stay 

 

June -  St.Nicholas at Wade 

1st prize £30   Jo Horton 

2nd prize £20   Gill Robinson 

3rd prize £10   Ash Tower 

 

Thank you to Felicity & Sarat for standing in for me at St. Nicholas at Wade. I’m sure they were just as 

enthusiastic as I am!        

If you would like to join the 120 club & don’t currently have a number then please e-mail me at 
canterbury120club@kcacr.org.uk & I can let you have the bank details. Alternatively, you can look at 
the 120 club page under Canterbury District on the KCACR website. 

Thank you & good luck for future draws, 

Maureen 

Maureen Cooke 

KCACR Canterbury District 120 Club Administrator 
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District Ringing – Looking Forward: Jul-Sep 
 

We have put together a plan for District Practices out to April 2027 and are starting to construct the programme 
out to 2028. The District Practices act as an adjunct to the District Meeting ringing.  At District Meetings we 
usually ring a good range of standard methods (as well as Rounds and Call Changes) which provides a regular 
opportunity for Members to practice these.  The District Practices are intended to be a step up providing 
opportunities to focus on a particular topic and concentrate on some more advanced ringing. 

We are continuing with having intermediate practices during the afternoon (14:00-15:30) – matching the ringing 
time for District Meetings while the Surprise Practices will continue to be in the evening (19:30 -21:00). These 
times were highlighted as being preferred by those who wished to attend. 

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel the May and June District Practice events due to an insufficient response 
which made the events unviable. We are aware that in the summer months there are many pulls on time and we 
will be taking this into account when planning future events.  

We would really like to hear from members about what sort of practices would help them in developing 
their ringing or allow them to brush up on underused skills. 

25-July 2026  (19:30-21:00) – A District Surprise Practice, covering both Surprise Minor and Surprise Major, will 
be held at Birchington.  Please note that the date is a week later in the month than normal. For Minor we have 
rung Cambridge and Norwich and experimented with Primrose and Ipswich.  Further possibilities include 
Beverley, Surfleet and London.  For Major we have regularly rung Cambridge, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and 
Superlative and sometimes we have had a band for Bristol.  Rutland has been a method of interest.  

The practice is tailored to the abilities of those attending and what has been flagged to the DRMs as being the 
methods of interest for learning and developing. There is usually plenty of opportunity to ring as part of strong 
band and for experienced ringers to provide support for those just getting to grips with a method. A lot can also 
be learned from being able to stand behind experienced ringers and observe. Letting the District Ringing Masters 
know if you are planning to come to these practices and what you are hoping to ring greatly helps with 
preparations and increases the opportunity for getting the most from the evening. 

August 2026 There are no District Practices during August - enjoy the summer break! 

19_September 2026 (14:00-15:30) – will be a Stedman/Erin Doubles Practice held at Northbourne.  This 
practice has been organised in response to a number of requests for the opportunity to ring Stedman Doubles. 
This will be suited to those who already have rung plain courses of Stedman and would like some more 
experience ringing as part of a stronger band and expand into touches of the method. There will also be an 
opportunity to explore Erin Doubles. 

24-October 2026 (14:00-15:30) – The programme returns to the District Surprise Practice for the October 
meeting at Throwley. Once again an opportunity to get to grips with a range of Surprise Minor methods, 
Cambridge, Norwich, Ipswich, Primrose for example, and to tackle Surprise Major Cambridge, Yorkshire, 
Lincolnshire and Superlative. As usual the practice will be tailored in response to the interest registered by those 
indicating they plan to attend.   

Stuart Palin / Jim Attwood, Canterbury District Ringing Masters 

email: CanterburyRingingMaster@kcacr.org.uk 
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Forthcoming District Practices 

 

Date Tower Focus 

25-Jul-2026 19:30 – 21:00 Birchington (8) Surprise Minor/Major 

    Aug-2026  No Practice 

19-Sep-2026 14:00 – 15:30 Northbourne (6) Stedman/Erin Doubles 

24-Oct-2026 19:30 – 21:00 Throwley (8) Surprise Minor/Major 

21-Nov-2026 14:00 – 15:30 Faversham (10) 10 bell practice 

     Dec-2026  No Practice 

16-Jan-2027 19:30 – 21:00 Eastry (8) Surprise Minor/Major 

20-Feb-2027 14:00 – 15:30 Chartham (6) Plain Minor 

20-Mar-2027 14:00 – 15:30 Teynham (6) Treble Bob Minor 

 

Canterbury District Officers 
 

The Officers of the Canterbury District currently stand as follows: 
 

Chairman Benjamin Legg 07818434350 canterburychairman@kcacr.org.uk  

Secretary Adam Moore 07961812361 canterburysecretary@kcacr.org.uk  

Assistant Secretary  Isobel Legg 01227 264203 isobellegg@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Cathryn Hills 01795 533809 (No calls after 8:00pm please) 

Ringing Masters 
Jim Attwood 07736694285 

canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk  

[Vacant]  
District Representative Isobel Legg 01227 264203 isobellegg@hotmail.com 
Youth Coordinator Benjamin Legg 07818434350 canterburyyouth@kcacr.org.uk 
Newsletter Editor Toby Huitson               - canterburynewsletter@kcacr.org.uk  

120 Club Administrator Maureen Cooke  07745126853 canterbury120club@kcacr.org.uk  

Bookstall Officer Claire Stay 07879276002 claire.stay@mac.com 

Extra Member Felicity Lewis 07815990976 fliclewis@hotmail.com 

 

Make sure to check out our District Facebook group page at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/canterburydistrict 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

District Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday 11th July at St Stephen’s, Canterbury. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, 
followed by tea, meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 
8th July to book tea. 
 

District Surprise Practice 
Saturday 25th July at All Saints, Birchington-on-Sea, from 7:30 to 9:00pm. This practice will focus on both 
Surprise Major and Surprise Minor ringing. If you are planning to attend, please let the Ringing Masters know 
what you can ring or are learning (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per 
attendee is requested. 
 

District Summer Social and Barbecue 
Saturday 8th August at The Waterloo Tower, Quex Park, Birchington-on-Sea. Ringing will be from 2:00pm, and 
the barbecue will take place in the course of the afternoon. Attendees are welcome to also bring their own food 
and drink. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 5th August to book for the barbecue. 
 

District Bye Meeting 
Saturday 12th September at Monkton. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, followed by tea, 
meeting and further ringing if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 9th September to 
book tea. 
 

District Stedman and Erin Doubles Practice 
Saturday 19th September at Northbourne, from 2:00 to 3:30pm. For more information, please contact the 
Ringing Masters (email: canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk). A tower donation of £1 per attendee is 
requested. 
 

Annual District Meeting 
Saturday 10th October at St Dunstan’s, Canterbury. Ringing will be from 2:00pm with the service at 3:30pm, 
followed by tea and the meeting, at which District Officers for the forthcoming year will be elected. Further 
ringing may take place after the meeting if requested. Please email namesfortea@gmail.com by Wednesday 7th 
October to book tea. 
 

District Quarter Peal Fortnight 
Saturday 17th October to Sunday 1st November. All District ringers are encouraged to organise and participate 
in quarter peals during this period. Any “firsts” – first quarter, first as conductor, first in method, first on a certain 
number of bells etc. are particularly encouraged. Contact the Ringing Masters (email: 
canterburyringingmaster@kcacr.org.uk) for any organisational assistance. Please link all performances to the 
Kent County Association – Canterbury District Quarter Peal Fortnight event on BellBoard 
(https://bellboard.uk/event.php?id=23524) for publication together in the Ringing World. 
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